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move many Grievances to which it is obnoxious; 


PREFACE. 


r \HOUGH the av - 4 of ur 
Being has contrived the human Body * 
with ſurprizing Accuracy, aul! 
8 it againſt Accidents in a moſt provi- _—_ 
\dential Manner; yet has he thought proper in 
Us great Wiſdom, that it ſhould ſalfer fre. 
quent Interruptions in all its Functions fi 8 

' Irregularities, the conſtant Abraſton of the 
Parts compoſing each Organ, and many other 
"Cauſes, However, as an Inſtance of his great 
Benevolence to Mankind, be has fupplied us 

| aoith artificial Means, whereby we may re. 


and none more extraordinary than thoſe, by 
aubich Nature is aſſiſted in thoſe Operations 
| which are to be the SOT * 15 Hun 
3 


AJ. : cu 


many FRY Wi ibn of 3 is ver 5 1 0 


Fully ai diſplayed in the whole Scene of Procredy 
tion; and the concurring Circumſtances Ns 
Contribute to Parturition are ſurprixi ingly 
beautiful, as will plainly appear to the curious. 


. 5 5 Reader 7 through the whole Theory and Prac- 


- rage of natural Deliveries, But as theſe are 
frequently impeded, from various Cauſes both * 
internal and eternal; (as Hall appear in that 
Part where preternatural. ,abours are 8 
ed of) it is the Duty e every one converſant 
in this Branch of the Art of Healing, to ſtudy, 
not only the Welfare of thoſe particularly under 
his Care, but that of the whole Species; by 
making publick every new Diſcovery how ſmall 
 Joever, which he may be ſo fortunate as to 
think: of, without Fear: of Cenſure or Criti- 
ciſin; for if his Deſign be bongſt, and vifibly 
for - the general Good of Mankind, I think 
there is no doubt but the more valuable Part of 
ile World will efteem him for it, though it be 
Jet forth in the meaneft Dreſs ; for Truth 
ill appear beautiful, without the gorgeous 5 
* of e and Buoy, 5 


5 3 5 2 


This fureh mu "Ol an en fo e. 
* well meaning awed to contribute his 
| „ Mite 


3 1 the n Cad, 4 e wha 3 5 
- confiders. how little bas hitherto been done, F EY 
wards the' Per fettion of the Art of Midi, ifry i "EY 4 ; 


© which J beheve is too obvious to every one of * 
the Profeſſion who has bad Opportuni ties of 


putting to the Teft, the Rules laid down by 1 5 
moſt practical Authors in that Way, and t a BY 


Huſtruments contrived for the Performance 

. their ( Operations: Fur many of their Schemes 
| 2 are hike theſe. of ſome Navigators and Geogra= 
phers, ibo never made ue * 4 n * 
a bn their e., 4 3 ö 


| Bhs 
Hire the Render _ 5 OT Anas 


That it is a common Thing for 'ſome Authors to 


calumniate all thoſe who have wrote before 


| them, on the ſame Subject, " thereby to inhance 
the Value of their own Works; but I think 


my little Eſſay can never be confiderable enough 


to incur that Imputation ; yet if ſo it. ſhould 
= happen, I have fairly committed the Fact 
wherein 1 have differed from others, to publick 7 


| Cenſure ; and if I have been miſtaken in any 
Circumſtance, ſhall be extremely glad to be con- 


Vvinced of ny Error: However thus nuch * 
will take upon me to affirm, that I have nus : 
advanced one oo, 8 the Bffeits of Tmagi= ' 


nation 


5 
* N Hi 
©, "2 
54-2 
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3 . 
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1 ai or Fancy ; but on the contrary, though 

| they be but few and of little Moment, yet they 
| | have Truth and Demonſtration on their Side, 
being * 4 2 


7 hope the candid Reader willn not . 


bf J in any wiſe aſſume to myſelf a ſuperior : 
Knowledge to any of my Catemporaries in ' the 


Art I profeſs, by publiſhing the following 


Lines; no, far be it from me; for 1 doubt 
not, but they all (moſt of W at leaſt baus 
eftabliſhed to themſelves a Method of Practice 
Fo the full as good, if not infinitely ſuperior ta 


mine, by their own- Sagacity and Experience ; 5 


and it is a very great Pity tbat the World 


| bath not the Advantage of it; for the parti. 
cular Acquifition of every Perſon added tage- 


tber, would amount to a great Sum rig 55 


. Ari wald Joon ouriſh, 


2 thine 7 reatiſe contains a 8 of 


7 the aubole Art of Midwifry, divided into three 


Parts, which take in the mſt approved. Prac- 
fice contained in thoſe Books ry have hither 


to been publiſhed on the Subject; offering ſuch 
Amendments to the ſame, as my own Experi- 


ence and, the n. 7 the Thing Suggeſted fo 
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The P R E FP A c E. * 
nme. But as it certainly ants that Strength, Ds 


and Clearneſs of Expreſſion, which the Reader 
may reaſonably enpect; 1 think it 


now Circumſtances | therein contained. 


In the feſt Part, ( ax is. 1 as 5 
troductory to preternatural Deliveries) is gi. 


ven a ſhort Deſcription of thoſe Parts which ; 


are to be the Subject Matter of our Diſcourſe ; 


in which are ek ſome Hypotheſes, 


which though not abſolutely neceſſary to the 


Practice, yet may * be rm” 0 0 the 


Curious Rea der, 


1 
* 8 * # 


The firſt Jil that Abe #6; thts 


| Appearance relates to the Texture of the Va- 
gina, which is ſaid to be as though it were 
knit hike a Stocking ; ; the great Variety of 

Shape that it is capable of, making it a pro. 


Gable Conjeflure, and beſides, I have more than 
once endeavoured ta unravel its component F. 


bres, but could not. And through a magni- 


Hing Glaſs, the Diſpoſition of them appeared 


very much complexed: Moreover, the great 


Advantage that will be found ebrough the _ 
whole Gurſe * the Following * fo Gen : 


veceſſary ta 
endeavour by way of Preface; to Clear - WP 
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arue from this WIR will ns Suit be a 1 of 


"IE. 


: e Support 1 to Ihe 9 1 KPA 


. the Daerr of the umb, rr is 


nore Minateneſs than is uſually | found, or is ne- 
 Cefſary in a general Courſe of Anatomy ; fer. 
the Particularities concerning the Si tuation, 
= Connexion, Structu ie, &c: how trifling foever” 
. may appear, are of infinite Of in ' the 
f | Prathice of Dehweries. For. every kfthe* Cir-! 


cumſtance g, this Kind will give 4 helping 
Hand Yo the Perfection of a doubtful Operati- 
on; when the- Surgeon has it in his Power to 
call them all immediately into his Mind, to bis 
Alance, They are certainly as neceſſary 10 
_ the Perfection of this important Work, as the 
* Application of mechanick Powers is # the 
ra lan of . Bodies, a 5 5 „ 


* Bebe e particularly 33 the Wee 
" gp the Wombs Dilatati on, during the Time 8 
SGglation; ny chief Motive for. vobich, was 
Mr. MA 18 ICEAU'S Arguing | Prenuouſh, 
_ that it 'grows Thin in proportion as it Di- 
e, without receiving any Degree of Accres 


rien, but as a Bladder. is diftended oy. Infla- 
. 3 4 thick — a very thin 


* 


e 


BS Bladder indeed by Inflation, 
in Thickneſs," in Proportion to the Diſtenti on, 
but yet its Weight doth not vary; whereas 4 
- Womb weighs at leaſt an hundred Times 
much a at the. Birth of the Child as Kefore Con- 


cal 4 eee, 2 


ofeth ur, 


Ha: Beira in 1955 To 
though it in ſome Meaſure-exteeds the 8 
to which this Treatiſe is limited ; but the ge- 
nerali ty of: Women have-got it into their. 
that nothing can be done to prevent 
vbere there is the leaſt Diſcharge, and therefore 
pres the Advice | F 4 Phyfician, ber 


* : The PREFACE. 
The Reader will find. the general Opinitn 
en concerning the Cauſe of the Child 
coming Head foremoſt into the World; and pro- 
. bably be may ſay that the Cauſe is not material 
to the Practitioner, ſince he finds the Fact ſo, 
but the Confideration of the Cauſe of it, may 
be very uſeſul towards the right Management 
of the Delivery + For dccordirig to the general 
Opinion, this Alteration of Poſture happens 
ſometime before the End of Geftation ; and if 
it were ſo, the Mother would ſcarcely feel the 
Child ſtir from that Time. For the Motion 
which ſhe feels, is from the Hands and Feet 
being againſt her Belly; whereas that muſt 
conſequently ceaſe, when they are turned towards 
ber Back ; beſides, the firſt Labour Pains, 
i which are but very ſmall and of ſhort Dura- 
with © fon, continue their Repetitions, perbaps for 
| tu or three Hours, and often more, before 
there is the leaft Effect produced on the Os 
 Tince ; which Time el a certainly be employed 
in turning the Head towards the Orifice ; 
_wwhich being compleated, the Waters begin to 
gather: Moreover, this great Alteration in 
the relative Gravity of the Head, muſt hap- 
pen gradually, from ſome Change in the Con- 
ee of the Brain _—— its conſtituent 
Particles 
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"1 be PREFACE. Ww_ 
Particles become cloſer united; and accordi ng. 
to this Way of reaſoning, © which is the only 
| Method of reconciling it, the Head and hu. 
er Extremities muſt remain for ſome Time in 
Eguilibrio in the Womb, which muſt conſe- 
ä quently produce an extraordinary Prominence = 
in that parffeular Part of the Mother's Bel. 
ty; which has never yet been obſerved. As 
gain, if this were the Cauſe of the Head 
coming foremoſt,” it muff be general, and in 
common to all Children; fo that they muſt all 
come in that Direction, if not interrupted in 
their retatory Progreſs, whereby they may. 
bappen to be tranſoerſe ; whereas it is well 
known that many Children are born with the 
Feet foremoſt, which never could have hap- 
pened, if the preponderating Gravity of the 
Head, were the Cauſe of this Revolution. 


The Cauſe why the Feet ſometimes prefent, is 'D 


certainly from the Body being in a more than 
ordinary eref# Poſture in the Womb, at the 
' Commencement of Labour, whereby the m- 
freſſion F the Parts defigned for that Pur- 
Dee. thruſts the Body forward in a dire 
Line, and conſequently the Tet: ge 5 
kh: of the e 5 
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turn back out of Sight, and that 
Times ; ; whereupon ſeeing the Head in the a- 
Boe Direction with the Chin on the Shoul- 


The 1 ok the ff 8 contained , 0 


F n Direction oor the. Management of 
Women in natural Labours ; ; which in the 
moſt conciſe. Manner guards againft thoſe Ar 


cidents ꝛubich might render the . moſt - natural b 
Labour, preternatural; and to this End, I 


5 bope that the  Deſeription of. the: Head com- 
ing towards the World with the Chin turned 


to the Shoulder, will be of very great Ad. 


vantage. And bere I will frankly acknow- 
ledge how this Diſeovery occured to m: I was 
at a Labour in Paris, which from all Ab- 
Pearances promiſed 70 hs very ſucceſs ful. and 5 


Peedy; the Water gathered and broke very 


5 advantagiouſh, . but as the Head approached 


towards the World, its Progreſs grew tedious, 
fo that at the latter End, the Speftators ſaw . 


it nale its Appearance, 945) 3 1 
eral 


der, it was unanimouſiy declared, that the 


Child was in a preternatural Direction, 1 991 


impeded the Delivery ; I made a frrit- In- 4 
quiry: abi my. Fingers, and found Space ſu N. 
cient to give Paſſage to the Head, though in 


that Situation, and conſequently, that ome 0- 
__ 


1 e muſt nay the 3 2 
length, iy mere dint of the Patient's Efforts, 


who was frong and robuſt, the Head was « 


thruſt fo. far, that the Ope 
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X * * 
7 * 
* + 8 
> 4 OE pe * 
: N. £ ; 
\ 125 


7. at my „ Loire ee 0 on the Wie 


Kade of this Labour, and ſoon begun to con- 
ider the Neceſſity of this Diſpoſition ef the | | 

Head; to confirm which, I made the ſtridt. 

eft Ban F every Woman, which I 


either delivered, or ſaw delivered during my 
Continuance at Paris, which per fed convino- 
* me of the T Fech of what J Nane 


+. Ts 


ator took bold of 
, and with Difficulty brought it forth, and 
found the Punis rolled ſeveral Times about 
| the Child's Neck, wow w. * * N all . 
| . 1 So 


Mr. e tl extolle bis own 


Praiſe prodigiouſly, on Account 'of his Ma- | 

nagement of the © Os © Coccygis, "when it 
impedes the Exit. of the Child; yet nu. 
withſtanding, I hope the Reader vill find 
the Method laid down in this Ti 8 4 


5 preferable to it on many Accounts; for be- 
| fide what is already ſaid for that Purpoſe, 


_ Method i is capable of bruifing the Vagina 
b EY 


and 


ef na; = the R 8 3 : 
the very End of the” 6.73 which is ve- 


9 ſfnall and uneyen; "whereas, by placing 
EY kt Thumb on the flat Side of this Bone, be- 
Pond the Point, the above Euili are remov- 

n * bere * . e is va = _—_ 5 
Bagel, 55 1 


T8 1 a 1 4 ire inticch 8 Doflor 
 DEeveNTER, in 4 very material Point, 
namely, the Manner of extracting the Pla- 
centa; and I bope the Reader will be con- 
Vvinced by 'the Reaſons which be will there 
Nnd, that my diſſenting ſo abſolutely from 
an Author. of ſo much Credit, is not for a 
 Defire of Wrangling, but ingenuauſly to pro- 
agate the true .. 25 the Fay which 


8 


| The PIG af ling 4 1 1 
in ber laſt Labour-Pains, by introducing a 
Finger into the. Anus, has never. before 
Been talen Notice of by any Author which 
„ 3 which I wonder at, for the good 
Effects Fe it, are ane to the area r. 
Jn 9 
. ego LT iis ob WT ns 
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eth us to thoſe more laborious and preternatus. 
ral, wle are eng Subj es of * Second 


their 2 5 from 7 5 Seil in 1 = — 
is on their. Knowledge of the: 6 | 
Oeconomy in general, and Chirurgical G 
= rations in particular, ts prevent at les 
third of the Pain, which without tbeir . 
tance . pots And. een : 
| i ; 
Th we the Miſem Hof Þ Female. Mid. 552. 
_ F which we. have frequent « 87 a 
_oÞHN ties of being convinced, as the enſuing Treas | 
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that bis Bencuo 


VENTER'S - 


as the Reader adi ances, be 

find the L Difficulties increaſe, till he ar- 

"at the Third Part, which treats of 

157 2 Labours where Hands alone are not ca- 

pable of affording Relief ; which were the. 
On of” Ms N oa”: 


In being Not ce 5 the Difficulties which. 
"je from the relaxed State .of the Liga- ; 
ovens Japporting the Womb, I have differed 
widely from the Sentiments of Mr. Mau n1- 
exav, Here I muſt aſſure the Reader, that 


: i is with great TY oppoſe ox cat 


any Refpects ſhea * 575 Teal for the Servive | 

of the female Ser; however, Tum of Opin ion 
lence to -Woman-kind 'would 

make him incour age the-Endeavours 2 @ mean z 
t * Deliveries; aud even e 

nguarded Stroaks, in his Paths Plan of 


— 


Perſonage towards the 


x 


Midwifiy, which * OI * be 8 


might have overlovied. 


n 0 this Matter fs 4 ene, 
the Reader will find ms oppoſing Doctor D r- 
A * ' Concerning the Obligue _ 

„„ | Di- 


Diredtions is the Wank... Thi Matter * ” 
prized me more than any Thing I ever net 
with: That a Man Huld impoſe on the 
5 earned World” in a Matter Jo demonſtrably 
falſe. His Book whoſe Baſis is chiefly found- 
ed on this Innovation, has the Approbation of 
ſeveral great Men, who. certainly did not con- 
ider the Caſe, with a View to Practical Pbæ- 
nomena, which is the "I * f the 


| id T1 Tons. 


4 the Dirne for 3 the Child forth | 
by the Feet, the ſame Author adviſeth the great- 
off Piece af; Cruelty that can be imagined ; 
namely, to leave the Hands to come out tage- 
ther with the Head; the Abſurdity of which 
Practice is obvious to any Perſon who ever 
delivered one Woman, even in 4 natu- 
ral Labour; indeed if be had advi iſed this 
Practice in a Miſcarriage, after fix Months 
Pregnancy, and where there is an immode- 
rate Flux of Blood; then this 2 . * 
A n be endable. 


| OE We ———_— FA 1 Jephroble 8 Stare, = 
whey Inſtrumental Operatiohs are neceſory.; ; 
0 Linde. the raſh re ef x which, FT 


by: have © 


ll The PREFACE. 


have uſed my utmoſt Endeavours ; ; 217 Bube 
Th upon "me  firenuouſly fo adviſe Conſul» 
tation in all doubtful Caſes." F have alfo a- 
bridged ; the Number of Inftruments generally — 
wſed in theſe Emergencies, I hope- " wary 1 
the Advantage of the Reader, and par- 
ticularly his Patients; and that chiefly by 
the Help of one Inflrament, which" I have 
contrived for that Purpoſe ; anſwering the 
End of many beretofore in common Prattice, 
with this among other remarkable Differences, 
that the Mother is not in the leaſt Danger 
of being wounded or burt, by the Application 
of it ; whereas moſt other Inftruments (cutting 


Ones efpecialh, as this is) are xfrimol der- 
gerous, not to Joy fatal fo her, . 


* 


. have taken Are care in iS e De 5 
5 ſeription of the large Forceps for extrafting . 
the Child; and endeavoured with the greateſt 

8 Exattneſs, to confider -when it is, or is not 

proper to apply it; for the bringing of the 
Child forth, is not be only Thing to be conf6- 
 dered in the Uſe of this Inſtrument; the Cun- 


ſequences of its Application muſt” always be in 
"the Operator's View, both with regard to Mo- 


for ond Child, a de vil find by the m__ 
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ee are „ f particular Caſes inter-. 
Bored through the whole. Work,” in order to 
Confirm aubat is therein ſet forth, and alſo to 
0 he Method — 1 ns — 5 
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5 we” is cummon in . Books 455 Miduifry fo 

Mo: F much more ſaid in relation to Monſters, 

| than the Reader will find in this Treatiſe; 

\ for here is omitted the accounting for | their 
Production, "with numerous Hiſtories of "them, 

| containing perhaps more TROY than 0 F = h, > 
"IA fo Fwell gc E 
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I dons Aubin aon ne te, 7 xp 
E the Ceſarian Operation, as repugnant, not. 
only to all Rules of Theory or Practice, ke LL 
| even of Humanity, and in endeavouring to ac. 
count for the eſpoufing of ſuch a Practice, I 
 bave mentioned, that it might poſſibly ariſe 
| From an Article in the Roman Catholic _ 
Faith, "whereby they don't: allow Saluarion to 
. Tifanss which b might have 
„„ 1 
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Incouraged | ame (more biggotted thin tri 
L nn to a this Piece of Cruelty. | 


I Now i any reſort Age in that 
: Faith, ſhould tale. . h my Aſerlion, I 
. muſt take this Opportunity to inform them, 
that what I mentioned, muſt have bappened in 
oo the Beginning of the laſt Century, an hundred 
and forty Years fince; that I am far from 
— thinking that any of the preſent Age could be 
capable of it, Mr. MauziczAv, and tas 
ny others of the ſame | Religion art abſolurtlh 
againſt it. But what ſeems to confirm my Os 
pinion concerning this Matter, is this : Th, 
| Sorbonne Doctors in Divi 


bave laid down Rules, when and in what 
Caſes, you are to prefer the Life either of the 
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been @ Want. of. Fg whereby Err + might 
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the follewing Sheets contain a compleat Syſtem 
E - Midwifry, by which that Art may be per 
Fed learned; I would have him read this 
little Book, after thoſe which have gone le- 
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: — even that how care =. 
| done, will not make him an Adept, without 
| occular Demonſtration, and a long continued 
| Exerciſe of the Hands in this, as well a, 


other Chyrargical Operations. 
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the Placenta. 58 
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Of the Diſorders of the Womb and its 
ments which retard the Delivery. 
Mr. MAUuRICEAU's Method of 
the Patient (when the — of the 


Womb are relaxed) conſidered. go 


Of the Bearin 5 „Prolapſus Vaginæ and 
Uteri, as conſequential to difficult Lab Labours, 


How far the Womb is: 9 
from its natural Situation; and Mr. Dz- 
VvENTER's Sentiments thereupon conſider- 
Of preternatural Labours from the bad Situ- 
ation of any Part of the Infant. 100 
| of from the bad Situation of the 
When one or both Hands: 
other Part; and 
Feet come together. 

| Of preternatural Labours when 


acroſs in the Womb; and firſt when che 
Spine n. 
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| | ſtriction of the external Ori- 
ice of the 3 F 


the Womb i is Scirhous. 
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g the Child i in the above Cir- 
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| Some Caſes where the Forceps ought not, 
» though the Head pre-. 


come forth without the Help of Inſtru- 
ments, and Mr. Mee Tires 
Tete confidered. tt ASS. 
to ſhew how Jperation may. be 
7 witour þ * other. 


aw, 


(though preferable [09 42 
e s) but the Work o 
a therefore another In 


7 8 * 0 8 . 5 — 2 ay"; 


|  trived called Terebra Occulta, : i= 65 


when the Child cannot be brought: fo 
by any other Means. 169 
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G H Chirurgical Knowledge -— 
has been daily increaſing, and re- I 
_ ceiving Improvements from the =» 
carlieſt Ages, but more eſpecially, from te 
Time of HieeocxaTes, by the conſtant © |} 
and indefatigable Induſtry of many eminent 


Men, in moſt Nations where Learning was, : 8 ES. 
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ry, which ae 3 of 155 8 5 2 i 
Branches, and that Which, by the common 


Principles of Humanity, we are indiſpenſa- 
bly bound to illuſtrate, by our moſt diligent 
Inquiries, and niceſt Obſervations; is, and I 
think always has been, the leaſt taken No- 
tice of; altho* it be univerſally acknowledged 
to be the Duty of every one who's conver- 


fant in any Branch of the Art of Healing, to 
copmunicate whatever occurs to him, that 


to the Public. 
1 any Ap the meaneſt 


f N in 4-4 medicinal Common-wealth, 
but much on the contrary ; as 0 


not only the Preſervation of the Species, but 
the various Methods of relieving diſtreſſed 


Women, from extraordinary Pain and Tor- 
ture, innumerable Diſorders and Death, the f 
Conſequence of bad Practice; from miſ- 
apply'd and ill contrived Iiirinbents; and 


even from the injudicious | Ma r of. . 
the Hands... 1 We 
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of 
Ir is not much to be wondered at, that 
1 Art ſhould . the nice Obſervation 
of the Ancients; for while their Time was 
taken up in the Prevention of Evils, for 
which no Help had been Provided, the Wo- 
men practiſed Midwifry ; and in all likeli- 
hood, their Skill was never called in queſ- 
tion; but as medicinal Knowledge increaſ- 
more Learning and Dexterity required, in the 
proſecution of this Art, than what could! be 
expected from ignorant Women, who gene- 
rally had the meaneſt Education : : And then 
it was, that Men, who were well acquainted 
| with Operations in general, applyed them- 
| ſelves to the Improvement of this Art; 
' whereby, many Women were reſcued from 
Death, that before in the like Caſe, were 
in . Were en deemed irretrieveable. Sir 


In eee aff this Pradtiee, t there 
were ſeveral who wrote particular Treatiſes 
on this Subject; and had the common good 
ſo much at Heart, as to communicate their 
own Obſervations on Facts, of which they 5 
have given us the enn Hiſtories ; the 
following of which good Example; would 
B 2 RY 
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e have added very much to the Per- 1 
fection of e 


> A en we be ok indebted. to our 
Predeceſſors, as as PAREE, GUILLEMEAU, 
LIEBZAur, "Mp Pox TAL, Pzvu, 
" Mavriceau, VIER DEL, AMAND, DIo- 
NIS, LAMor TE, CHAMBERLAIN, DE- 
vEN TER, and others; yet there is ſcarce 
one of their Works, that may not admit of 
az Improvement, as ſhall be remarked here- 
Tuxsx Reflections, were the Motive of 
my committing my Thoughts concerning 
Midwifry, to writing; though at the ſame 
Time, I was thoroughly conſcious of w 
nn. . 


Tur candid Reader mods not det to 
Ps either Purity of Stile, or Elegance of 
Expreſſion, in this Undertaking; and I hope 
he will criticiſe more tenderly on it, when I 
confeſs, that I ſpent that Time which others 
employ in their Improvement in palite Lite- 
rature, in a more laborious Manner; namely, 
in | the ion of . Bodies, and a 
conſtant 


wa of M 1 D IF R . 5 


conſtant Application to Practice. No more 
therefore muſt be expected from me, than 
what is merely intelligible ; and ſhould I be 
happy enough to ſtrike out the leaſt Spark of 
Light, by the Help of which, others more 
accompliſhed may 1 In this 1 oy 


| 1 are > anſwered. | 
he" this little Efliy, I hall z give a ak i» 
Sketch of all the principal Matters relating = 
the Delivery of pregnant Women ; in order 
to come the more directly to what J ima- 
gine may be ſome ſmall Improvement to thay 
| Art Iprofeſs, I ſhall begin with Anatomy, 
tue true Knowledge of which, ſhould be ac- 
quired i in the firſt Place, as the ſureſt Foun- 
dation whereon to build the reſt. Nor is it 
alone the diſſecting of Women, for the Diſco- 
very of the Parts of Generation and. Partu- 
rition, and their Phenomena, that ſufficeth 
for this Purpoſe ; for there is no Part of that 
Knowledge, which does not in ſome reſpett, UG 4 
conduce to that of Midwifry. For Inſtance, in 
= order to know the Nature of, and the Means 
== to prevent Abortion, it is neceſſary to be well 
= ee with the- Circulation 4 the 8 Bl od, 


> * 


A TREATISE 
THE comparative Anatomy: between a 


| Feetus and an Adult, is a very neceſſary Præ- 
cognitum in preternatural Labours, as ſhall be 
proved hereafter. The contracting Power of a 
Fibre, and what Degree of Extenſion it will 
admit of, is by no means unworthy our Ob- 
ſervation. Hence it is evident, that not only 
a practical, but a ſpeculative Knowledge of 
Anatomy, i is as abſolutely neceſſary in this, 
* in ae eh of Surgery. 
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* 88 Sn hitherto ee in 
| relation to Anatomy, is what ſhould be per- 
fectly known, before the particular Study of 
Midwifry be undertaken. And as the Sub- 
ject of it commences, from the Time of Con- 
ception to the Delivery of the Patient, I 
hope it will not be thought improper, to ſay 
ſomething of the Feetus in Utero, its adhe- 
ſion to, and Communication with the Progr 
on c ant Mother, 5 | 
Fier N # will . proper to fog 
ſomething of the Matrix, before we deſcribe 
: its Contents: and, as = _ r ane 
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: j the Pudendum to the Orifice of the 


in Women, its Length and 


of Min vI TA. 7 
Uk to. our preſent Fur paſe; omitting his 


2 more external Parts which require no ana- 
on. The Vagina is the firſt | 


tomical Deſcripti 
neceſſary Part to be confiderad and is gene- 
rally deſcribed thus: A C 


hing between the Bladder of Urine and the 
= Rectum; about five Fi ingers Breadth- long, 
and one and an half wide in Maids; but 


not caſily determined, having two Ooats 


the internal, membranous and much 


= wrinkled, the external, muſcular; its Veins 
; | and Arteries, from the Bpigaſtris and Ha- 
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nal reaching from 


n ROM the many Ve Ade the | 


Form of the Vagina is ſubject ta, one might 
imagine, that the Texture of it is _ ws, 


rent from what is deſcribed by 
for certainly a parallel Diredti 


Fibres, either longitudinal, or — 


greatly hinder, and be much de 


fay torn, aſunder, by the prodigious Diſten- 
tion it muſt undergo, in giving: Paſſage to a 


| 6 LE of maß * Size; Wherefore it fee 
B 4 


j 
? 
; 


— K 
— — 


——U— — 


o = - 
7 > 6V = a - 
on = — —— — ̃¶ ͤ—H . 7. 


——— - 
— . a = 
— ter Os Mr — 1 — a — =o Y — <q — 
— —ꝗ— ——— —U[Uj. — p 7«§ꝗðñꝗ ,ßß-:.IEi . ² . 4 my . a 8 _ 
— y 7 ones CHOIR « " ads „ ” * > > 9 
a y N hn 2; x Ee IM pl SET * : N 
7 G 3 . TRY S v * 2 « . - 
« * l . Y La * To FT. 8 Ihe o 
2 3 5 £ v 4 b 
* 


to its Situation; it may not be amiſs, to ſhew 


8 4 TT 


. very aichable, that the Texture of it reſem- 


bles that of a looſs knit Stocking; which 


the curious will be more inclined to believe, 


upon an' anatomical Examination of the 


Part; and eſpecially if we conſider, that by 


An preternatural Situations of the Fœtus in 
Utero, it is ſometimes ſtretched to the length 


of twelve Inches, and moſt commonly in Par- 
turition to five Inches diameter; which Diſ- 


tention is performed 1 in an Inſtant: of Time; 


whereas, if it were brought about by an in- 


tire Chan ge of the Conſtitution, and that gra- 


dually, as in the Womb of pregnant age : 


it might be otherwiſe accounted for ; - 


ſhall alſo give a farther Proof of this Onnen 
hereafter, in. the Directions for Touching or 


nin en ee 2 om in ROS; | 


oo : Tan Canal leads to the? Matrix, the neat tof 


te moſt ſurprizing Phenomena of Providence; 
| nn Bowel, according to the moſt uſual De- 


jon, is fituated in the Pelvis, between 
thi Inteſtinum rectum and the Bladder, As 


the . or Neck of the Womb, is de- 
ter the ſame manner, with regard 


6 ' they differ in this reſpect. Tis certain, 
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the Bladder when full of Urine, covers the 


Womb, but is by no means continuous or 
adhering to it, as to the Vagina; nor does 
more than the Neck of it adhere to the Rec- 

tum; for were it confined in that Manner, 
how could it extend itſelf,” ſo as to occupy al- 
moſt the whole Capacity of the lower Belly? 
Beſides, the firſt Object that uſually preſents 
itſelf, when the Belly is opened and the O- 
mentum removed, is the» Bottom of the 
Womb, perfectly diſengaged, and turned to- 
wards the Os Pubis, and its inner Neck to- 


wards the Sacrum, making an obtuſe Angle 


with the Vagina; it is neceſſary to be thus 
particular in this laſt Circumſtance, 'becaufe 
the' ſtrict Obſervance of it will be of great 
Uſe, in Touching or examining pregnant 
Women; on the Exactneſs of which Opera- 
* tion, the Succeſs of the Delivery i in a great 
meaſure depends, as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter, 
But to return: The Figure of the Womb is 
like a flattened Pear, or rather a Triangle, 


with the Corners rounded off, having a Hole 


pierced through each Angle; it is about three 
Fingers breadth long, reckoning the Collum 
minus, which is one Finger; two broad, and 
gd one and a a half thick, in Women Who 
have 


nnn, 


1 O 


have had Children; but in thoſe who have 
not had Children, it is not much above half 
that Size; its Cavity in Virgins, will contain | 
A ſmall Almond; the Form of it is ſtreight 8 


in the Middle, but more capacious on each 
Side, towards the Cornua; one Angle and its 
Perforation, makes the pr from the Va- 


z opens into the ee there are little Lips, 


making an Appearance likeaRabbit's Mouth; 


but the whole Paſlage, which is about a Fin- 
ger's Breadth long, being wider on the Out- 


fide than at the Entrance into the Womb, Z 


and that full of Rimulz, from its Reſemblance, 
is called Os Tincæ. After you paſs the Os 
Tincæ, there goes a kind of Ridge from it to 
the Bottom of the Womb, both on the up- 
per and lower Side of it, which are contigu- 
ous to each other, making a Diviſion in that 
Cavity, which leaves, as it were, a Ventri- 
cle on each Side; in theſe Ventricles, at. the 
other two Angles of the Womb, which are 
called its Cornua, are two very ſmall Perfora- 
tions, for the Admiſſion of the impregnated 
Ovum; there are in the whole Surface of 
the Cavity of the Womb, and particularly 
about its N eck, 2 great Number of ſmall 

8 — 


: 


into the Womb; on the outſide, where 
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4 Glands, which ſeparate a mucous Liquor, to 
W ſal up, as is imagined, the Mouth of the 
© Womb, after Conception; but this ſeems 
very improbable; firſt, from the Improbabi- 
1 lity of ſuch a Liquor in ſo moiſt a Part, ac». 
Ws quiring a Conſiſtence neceſſary for that pur- 
= pole ; and ſecondly, from the Shape: of the 
Once, which being exceedingly ſmall at the 
Entrance into the Cavity, has no Occaſion for 
= ſucha Contrivance; ; forthe leaſt degree of C n- 
traction, of which it certainly i 1s capable, will 
| effeQually hinder the Exit, at leaſt of the O. 
vum. Theſe Glands being fituated near the 
Neck, might poflibly give riſe to this Conjec- 
ture; but it muſt be conſidered, that this 1g 
| the only Place that can be (| . far 3 


= ww 
* 


„ #4 


up by the Placenta; now the. only 1 —— 
to ſtrengthen this 8 is to find out ſome 
more efficacious Uſe for this Liquor; and 
that may poſſibly be, firſt, for the impreg 
| nated Ovum to ſwim in: Secondly, to for- 
ward the Growth of the Roots (if ſo we may 
call them) that are to inſinuate themſelves i in- 
to the Mouths of the uterine Blood-Veſſels: 
Thirdly, to moiſten and lubricate that Side. 
of the Chorian next the Womb; And fourth 
ly, 
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ly, inſtead of cloſin g, to help the Relaxation 
of the Os Tincæ, in Time of Labour. Theſe 
Glands when W are Seat of a Fluor 
albus. 
© Beyore we leave this Cavity, it may not 
be amiſs to take ſome Notice of the Diviſion 
made in it, by the meeting of the above-men- ii 
tioned Protuberances from either Side: This 
in all likelihood, was deſigned to hinder Con- 
fuſion, in caſe of the Conception of Twins; 
for were it not for this Contrivance, the Pla- 
centa of either, might poſſibly as well grow 
to the other, as each ſeparately to the Fundus 
Uteri; and very probably, both Ovaria, and 
conſequently both Orifices of the ents „ 
are 22985 on I this . 
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Nxxx we are to . the Womb with 
regard to its Subſtance and Structure, which 
is perhaps the moſt extraordinary of any ſimi- 
lar Part in the human Body: Its Subſtance is 

- compoſed of fleſhy Fibres, interwoven with 
Blood-Veſſels, which are contorted ſo as to 
make ſeveral Bundles of different Directions, 
to ſtrengthen its contracting Quality, for the 
— * the Fe tus; the Bottom of the 

Womb 
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| Womb grows thick as it dilates, for the more 
firm Attachment of the Radicles * the Phe | 


Cena. 


| ow is Fo ok when to See 
how this wonderful Dilatation of the Womb 
is performed, without leſſening the Thick - 
| neſs of its Subſtance; and in order thereunto, 
| It is neceſſary to premiſt ſome few Circum- 
Womb Napa not pregnant, is exceedingly. 
compact: Secondly, that it is of a very white 
iſh Colours Thirdly, that when pregnant, 
and in proportion as that increaſes, it grows 
more and more ſpongy: Fourthly, that in the 
fame Proportion, from whitiſh, its Colour 
becomes daily redder, 'till it approaches to 
blackiſh: Fifthly, that the Blood -Veſſels of 
the Womb haye frequent Inoſculations, and 
that the Veins are without Valves: Sixthly, 
that the Catamenia are generally obſtructed 
from the Time of Conception, though the 
Embrio or Fœtus, from its Size cannot re- 
| quire ſo great a Quantity of Blood, if any, for 
its Support: Seventhly, and laſtly, that the _ 
| Vterus immediately collapſes after the Extrac- 
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a moſt fubtile Lymph forced into them by 
the OY juſt to preſerve their Cavities 
this frpriving Alteration happen, among o- 
_ as „ that: inſtead of break 


and inflating them, unravel their Circumvo- Wl 


its becoming red muſt proceed from the Ac- 
quiſition of Blood which before it had not: 
Secondly, that from compact, its beco 
a ſpongy Texture, muſt be cauſed by the Di- 
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tion of the Placenta from the 106 of f Blood 
that — MILEY 


e 72 ; 


7 Fa OM theſe Condldarations It reaſon- 
able to conceive, that the Uterus is compoſed 
of almoſt infinite Circumvolutions of exceed- 
ing ſmall Veſſels, which muſt be Continua- 
tions of the Spermatick Arteries, containing 
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nd that upon Conception, there may 


Blood | may inte itſelf into — Veſtels, 


lutions, and from exceedingly curved, make 
them approach to ſtrait Lines; which will 
evidently enlarge its Capacity, without di- 
miniſhing, if it does not increaſe the a 
neſs riot Bann e | 


ans is 10 te firſt how Gs whitiſh, 
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unten of thoſe Veſſck, whoſe Cavities be- 
fore were exceedingly ſmall : Thirdly, as the 


Blood Veſſels of the Womb have many Inoſ- 


| culations, and are without Valves, this new | 

| Acquiſition of Blood muſt be the more gene- 5 
ral and uniform, conſec quently, the Dilatation 
of the Womb equal: Fon rthly, as there is 
| an Obſtruction of the Menſes, even before 

the Adheſion of the Placenta to the Uterus, 
there muſt be ſome other Imployment for the 
W Blood, beſides the Nutrition of the Fctus: 
MY Fifthly, there appear Blood-Veſſels on the 
W Surface of the Womb after Impregnation, 
chat increaſe gradually to the Size of a Swan's _ 
WF Quill, which do not by any Means appear | 
before Impregnation : And laſtly, when the 
Placenta is extracted, the Womb collapſes' 
by the great Loſs of Blood which N 
1 follows. 1 


N 
From the foregoing Reflections, may be 


2F deduced ſome uſeful Remarks. It is known 
by Experience, that the menſtrual Diſcharge 
. 3 Eq ſometimes continues 1n its uſual Regularity, 
for two or three Months after Conception, 
1 without any dangerous Conſequences ; but 
q when it happers out of the regular Period, 


| there 


16 4 1 71 U 
there is n to fear an Abortion; and it 


is generally imagined by Women, chat to uſe 


any Means (except keeping the patient qui- 
et) to prevent it, is uſeleſs, if not hurtful: 


This there is ſome Reaſon "al, if the Erup- 


tion happens at the Bottom of the Womb, 


fo as to eradicate any Part of the Placenta ; 


for it is extremely probable, if the leaſt Por- 


tion of it be diſunited, that there will be a 


- conſtant F lux of Blood, till the whole is ſe- 
parated, and the Abortion compleated ; but 


from the foregoiny g Theory of the Texture 3 


of the Womb, it is evident that this Erup- 
tion may happen at any Part of the Sides, or 


its Neck, as well as at. the Inſertion | of the 


Placenta, from any extraordinary Commotion 
of the Blood or Spirits; and in this Caſe, the 
Flux may be eaſily ſtopped, by making a 
Revultion ; either by bleeding in the Arm, 


or taking a gentle Vomit, or both ; but this 
and quieting the diſturbed Spirits, bs the Help 
of Medicines, are to be done PLS the W 9 ; 


of a ul ne 5 
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tion to the Ja and by four Ligaments, 


two round and two broad, ; the round take, 


their 


"2 


IEEE TIE So OV ITO IN Wy ALI po ITY 
. * 2 8 9 . 
— y A 9 *% 3 ; _— Þ 5 : Fn * a+ F . 2 A 


v POST BIS! 28 3 75 
r 1 r 
2 8 Le AFL 3 3 8 5 8955 
9 TEL En RY Noe ET ET 
. 8 © TE, i Pm Bay Card REIT = ans 
\ e pf 2 
CC 


of MT DWIERx. 2. A 7 


their Origin from the Neck of the Womb, 
and are continued to its Sides, till they come 
near the Cornua; then they go through 
the Rings of the Oblique and tranſverſe 
Miuſcles of the Abdomen, and are partly in- 
ſerted into the Os Pubis, and partly into the 
Muſculus Membranoſus, on the inſide of the 
Thigh; theſe are ſtrong white Ligaments, 
thick at their Origin, and growing ſmall as 
they approach to their Inſertion. Their Uſe 
ss to ſupport the Weight of the Fœtus, that 
it ſhould not preſs too much on the Vagi- 
na, Bladder or Rectum; and the Contrivance - 
of Providence for that Purpoſe is admirable; 
for the Rings of the Obliquus ſerve as Pullies, 
= whoſe Axes are higher than the Womb, 
Ws without which, that great Weight could not 
WE be ſupported ; all the Bones of the Dons: _ 
1 being nearly on a Line with its Neck. 
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1 a helen Lira which are Ces: 
= tinuations of the Peritonæum, from the lower 
Part and Sides of the Womb, are inſerted = 
into the Off Ilia; their Uſe is to keep the 
1 9 Womb from Aeli g either to one Side or 
the other, and they are a Suſpenſorium to 
tit, "whoa Women lie on their Back, that it 

= | C - hou 


—— 


: hould not pres the cue Viſcera and 


8 eg upper Edge of theſe N 
A is another ſmall round Ligament, which 
is extended about four Fingers Breath from 
the Womb; to their Extremity, and continu- 

ous to the Ligamenta lata, are the Ovaria 
fixed; they are two whitiſh oval Bodies, a 
little flat, particularly on one Side; they are 
two thirds leſs than the Teſticles of Men, 
their Surface unequal, and as it were wrink- 
led in old Women, but ſmooth: in Young ; 
their Subſtance is compoſed of fibrous Mem- 
branes which leave little Spaces between 
them r the Eggs, which have each two 


Membranes, containing a pellucid Liquor, 


which —_— 10 e 4 * Namber! is 


uncertain. 


Fon the Cornua Uteri, at * Ban 
. tions before mentioned, ariſe two Canals, for 
the Conveyance of the impregnated Egg in- 
wo o the Womb ; they are very ſmall near their 
| it grow. large towards their Extre- 
; $-%-4 {@ as to receive ones little F inger) 
K is Jagged like Fringe, the better to im- 
CBE os _ brace 


CITY 


brace ws vations Lin this Act fl Gi 


is ſaid before, it conveys into the Womb, 
How this great Myſtery of Nature is per- 


a formed, J do not pretend to determine; 


but there we find it, and from that Time 


till it comes into the World, it is the Subs | 


ject of our E N + 


Wi this Egg comes into. TY Womb, 


by the Moiſture and Warmth of the Part : 


it ſwells, and in a vegetative manner ſhoots 
forth Roots from the Extremities of the 


Veſſels: that were broke at its Separation 
from the Ovarium, which like Seed in the 


Ground, ſtrike the Bottom of the 


Womb, where the Placenta is formed, which 
appears like a Cloud on the external Coat 
of the Egg; then the Heart or Punctum 


Saliens, the Spine, Cerebrum and Der 
lum, and laſt of all, the en ies 0 | 


Embrio 06 nag e 
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tion, for the Reception of the Egg, which Ky 


roper to 3 in * 65 

Poſition the Fœtus lies in the Womb, du- 

"ime of Pregnancy; as we are fre- 
. * 
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quently obliged to extract it by manual Ope- 
ration, before the Natural Time of the Birth, 
on Account of extraordinary Uterine Fluxes 
of Blood, from various Cauſes as above- 
mentioned. Its Poſture then is this; its 
Head hangs down with its Face on the 
Knees, which are as high as the upper Part 
of the Breaſt, and its Heels cloſe to the 
Buttocks, and the two Arms imbrace its 
Legs; having its Face towards the Mo- 
ther's Belly ; ; "if we did not conſider this 
Poſture, in the great Hurry one is uſually 
ia, on ſeeing a great Flooding, we might 
take the Buttocks for the Head, they being 
when the Fœtus is young, very near of an 
equal Softneſs ; whereas we muſt always on 
| N — take . of the Peet. f 


ns xg Goicks i in a . which 5 is 
d in a Bag compoſed of two Mem- 
branes, called Chorion and Amnios; the 
Ctorion, which is the external, is by much 
the thicker, ſomewhat opake, rough on its 
| Surface next the Womb, having viſible Blood- 

You, pap is contiguous to the whole Inſide 


thiner, and perfec Y eranſparent, 125 1 imme - 
Vn 313 { "1 = 7 Ko "_ 
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diiately under this, and is next the Fœtus and 
Waters; theſe Membranes are continued to 
the Bottom of the Womb by the Placenta, 
and the Fœtus to them by the Funis Umbi- 
Hcalis : All which gradually grow together in 
proportion to each other, from the Time of 
their Formation, till they are brought forth. 
In the laſt Month the Womb extends itſelf 
through the whole Cavity of the lower Belly 
up to the Diaphragm, and under the Con- 
cave Side of the Liver, which cauſes ſuch a 
Difficulty of breathing in pregnant Women, 
after eating a plentiful Meal; the Membrane 
being contiguous to its InAde, are nearly of 
the ſame Size, and beſide the Fœtus which 
they contain, are always full of Water, | which 
increaſes in Quantity, as they do in Capacity; 
the Placenta at its full growth, is commonly 
about eight Inches diameter, being of a round 
Figure, and in its Middle about two Inches 
thick, but growing thin towards its Circum- 


ference ; its Subſtance is made up of infinitely © 


ſmall Blood-Veſſels both Veins and Arteries, 
whichare joined to thoſe of the Matrix, which 
are the Source of the menſtrual Evacuations 
before Pregnancy. The Veins of this Maſs 
Join together as they approach the Funis, 
C 3 _ WO: 
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where they are all united into one Tube large 
enough to receive a little * which is 
cies the 8 8 rang . g i 


t Vein enters into the CREE of the 
82 at the Navel, and goes directly into 
the Liver, where it 5 itſelf into the 
Sinus of the Vena Portæ; whence by a parti 
cular Canal it is carried i in part to the Vena 
Cava, which conveys it to the Heart, As the 
Circulation through the Heart and Lungs of 
2 Feœtus is extremely different from that of 
an Adult, it may not be amiſs in order to il- 
luſtrate that Difference, to remind the Rea: 

dier of its Circulation in an Adult: Here the 
Blood i is bronght by the Cava into the Right 
Auricle of the Heart, thence into the Right 
Ventricle, which by its Contraction forces 
the Blood through the Pulmonary Artery and 
its Branches in the Lungs, where it is again 
received by the Pulmonary Vein, and brought 
back to the left Auricle, thence into the left 
Ventricle, which drives it into . n = 
and ſo e the: whole N 


No s Owing the Blood. „ as Was ſaid 
before, is conveyed by the Canalis Venoſus 
„ R 

bs 
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into the Cava, thence to che _—_— 3 
from that the greateſt, Part of it is conveyed 
immediately into the left Auticle (and ſo on 
as in the Adult) by an Opening in the Parti- 
tion that divides them, called Foramen O- 
vale from its Figure ; were it not for this 
Contrivance, there could. be no Circulation, 
for being deſtitute of Reſpiration, the Blood 
could not paſs through the Lungs as in the 
Adult; but that the right 1 ſhould 7 
not be abſolutely without Actian, art 
of the Blood eſcaping the b Fa unen Orale, 
goes into it, hence it is thrown. into the 555 
Fulmenerr Artery, which ſtill meeting with 
Oppoſition in the Lungs, in great meafure 
paſſes directly into the Aorta, by a Canal 
for that purpoſe, called Canalis Arteriaſus, 
and thence + the whole RY PR the 


1 60 continue : the Circulation dere reer 
the Mother | 
riſe the Umbilical gk . 5, are two 
in Number, one from each Iliae, whic 
Song the Sides of as HOPE. cantinuous to 

othe Fee | thenoe ; 


I 


go 
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the Uinbilical Vein, till they enter the Pla- 
| centa, where they are divided into _— _ 
7 Scone to Tu _— | | terine Veins.” 


LO 


Tur Umbilical? Vein and "_ Sans 8 
as Funis, which is about the 'Thic ond of 
one's . * a n hs e 


Ir 3 beak Annie argued 17 many emi- 


x; nent Authors, that there is no Circulation be- 


9 the Mother and Fœtus, and whole 
Volumes have been wrote in Defence of their 
Opinion; but certainly it was more for the 
Love of Argument, than the Defire of pro- 


pagating true Knowledge. For what need 
| there be more ſaid to prove it, than that if 


you cut the Funis before the Extraction of the 
Placenta, the Blood will flow from the Mo- 
ther by the Umbilical Vein; and from the 
Fetus by the Arteries, if ens be not a Li- 
gature between the Section and the Ts, 
e 1 A a for Be Thin int Take, 


Mann we Free brought the gene“ to Gb 
Ti ime when it is generally thought that the 


Head grows ſpecifically heavier than the Bo- 
** 1 which ts a to de the Cauſe of is com- 


ing 


LP 


muſt be bed, that the a * wats 5 
1 in a double Proportion, 1 =: 
the Body, at its firſt Formation Ne 
| laſt Month of Geſtation. With- the eee 
Submiſſion to thoſe of better 1 the 
Cauſe ſeems evident from the original Poſture 
of the Fœtus; namely, having the whole 
Spine curved, its Head hanging down as i 
it were looking into the Pelyis, ſo that t e 
Fontanell is juſt oppoſite to the fore Par . _ , 
the Mother's Belly. Now let us conſider that - © 
the firſt and greateſt Efforts for the Expulſion g 
of the Child, are in the Bottom e 
Womb, which preſſes directly on the Back — 
its Head, and muſt immediately turn it t downs m—_— 
wards with its Head te- | 9 
r to * Mather's _ ö 


Fœtus Wer Zoe ot happen, ll Ker che firſt 
bour-Pains; and it is alſo very probable, that 
the Waters begin to gather immediately after 


dae ee * 


Mother, by, the 


— + 


| this KS: may not be amiſs, 
viſe every one who intends to — Midwi. 


n.. 8 Wend, unn the | 


Buttocks, Legs and Thighs, the Memt bra 
are mote. 


t Liberty to fall down by. 
Weight of the Water, and forcing ef - 
ion of the Abdomi- | 


K * 1 5 
; a 5 


Warn Matters arrive at t this Period; - it * 
er every Thing that ues by 


great Advantage to be well 8 with. 


the Form n 


fry, to make himſelf as well acquainted as he 
can, with the different Sha s Of e 


very Skeleton he ſees, by introducing his Hand 


between the Os Coccygis and Iſchium, and 
by that means to make the nicer Obſervation 
of the different Forms of that Opening; this 


Malcs 


*. 
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ales as well as Females; Per thoughrin. ge- 
neral, Females have the larger: Pelvis, yet they 
differ in reſpect of each other, in the ſame 
manner that thoſe of Men re ſome having 
the Pubis very near the Sacrum, ; 
the Paſſage between them very narrow; 
others ack the lower Part of the Sacrum 


ſo as to make 


and Coccygis, inclining into the Bottom of 


the Pelvis, ſo as to make that Part aon; 
in ſhort the | 


WW 


der will find by ace ng 
himſelf to compare the Shape of his Hand to 


that of the Entrance into this Cavity, that he 
will be much the better able, upon examin+ 
ing a Woman in Labour, to judge of tho 
Shape of her Fan and vn how Y 


to od Natel. 


vantage to the Operator, Wenn che lar, 
phable Texture of the Parts of a new born 
Fatus; for the Bones of the Cranium have 
no Sutures, but are very thin and ſoft at their 
Edge, that they may {lip over each other, to 
contract the Size of the Head, in its Paſſage 


through the Perforation of the Pelvis, to 
which the Opening of the Fontanell greatly. 
eee The Articulations of the Limbs 


x 7 


are 
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are extremely flexible, their Ligaments beng 
extraordinary long, and the Epiphiſes and 
Apophiſes of the Bones, compoſed of the 
ſofteſt Cartilages; and were it not for this 


Contrivance, a Child in a preternatural Situ- 


* n nn never ve extracted, 


0 ee we are to bine * en situ- 


4 ation of the Child in Time of Labour, with 


tle more Circumſpection than has hither- 


en obſerved; for hereon depends in a 


great Meaſure, eicher the Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery both of Mother and Child; and for 
want of a ſtrict Regard to this Sen nſtünee, . 
many natural Labours have become in the 


End, very tedious and dangerous; nay, in 


al Probability often mortal to both. When 
a Child preſents itſelf naturally, it comes with 


on Head foremoſt, - and (according to all 


Authors that J have ſeen) with its Face to- 


wards the Sacrum of the Mother, ſo that 
when ſhe lies on her Back, it ſeems to creep 


into the World on its Hands and Feet. But 


here I muſt differ from this Deſcription in 
one Point, which at firſt Sight may probably 


ſeem very trivial: The Breaſt of the Child 


— 


does certain i on te S of the Mo- 


2 | ther, 


? 
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ther, but the Face does not; for it Rows B 
(when naturally preſented) is turned either 
to the one Side or the other, ſo as to have the 85 
Chin wp on one of the wende 


Tus every Dunkthinger in 2 has 
in his Power to be certain of; yet it may not 
be amils to prove it to the Reader, who has 
not as yet practiſed, by plain Reaſoning + 
Firſt, it is evident that the Head, from the | 

Os Frontis to the Occipitis, is of an able f 
Figure, being very flat on each Side: Se- 
condly, that the Body, taking in the Shoul- 
ders, makes ſtill a more oblong Figure, croſ- 
ſing that of the Head; ſo that ſuppoſing the 
| >> Mn on her Back, the Head coming into 
the World, is a Kind of Elipſis in a vertice 
Poſition; and the ee of the ſame: 
Form in an Horizontal Poſition: Thirdly, 

that the Pelvis is of an Eliptical Form, from 

one to the other Hip. Now if the Child 
preſented with the Face to the Sacrum, the 
oblong Figure of the Head muſt croſs that of: 
the Pelvis; and if it were poſſible that the 
Head and Pelvis could be formed to each 
other, ſo as to admit of its Exit, it muſt of 
Neceſſity, from what has been ſaid above, 

3 Ce | acquire 


8 9 


1 nn Hater gens 
| nſtant bi in * 90 . 0 : 
Providence. | . 


n what has been ſaid, it is evident 


4 that when the Child is turned, ſo as to have 
8 the Chin on one Shoulder, all the above Ob- 
ions are removed; for the Head and 
Shoulders are on a parallel Line, in reſpect 
of their Shape, and at the fame Tim, zoth 
anſwer the Form of the Wren the 
. EF ; 


ron want of this bee; e He 
bours prove dangerous and Ae that 

might haye been very ſucceſsful, had they 
been committed to Nature. For it is too 
common for Midwives, immediately on the 
Eruption of the Waters, to move the Child's 
Head to and fro, in order to facilitate its Ex- 
it ; and this jogging, may very eafily alter 
the Pofition of the Head, fo as to Ne" it 
what is generally eſteemed natural; hend 
the Crown of the Head, near the joining of 
the coronal and ſagital Sutures, are by the 
Eftorts of the Mother, forced againſt the 
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Os pubis: When this happens, the W omen 
tell you, the Head is fixed on the Share 
Bone, which in Reality, is the Interle&tion | 
of two Elipſes, namely, the Head 
Pa ſage from the Pelvis; but ws 
does not end here; for the repeated Throws 
of the Mother, forcing the Head againſt the 
Pubis, at the Point above-mentioned, - nil - 
it ſo as to make the Lambdoidal Bone ye on 
the Back, whgreupon the Face preſents itſelf; 
the Conſequence whereof ſhall be mention 
ed in its proper Place, when we treat of 
a en Deliveries. 


rience, will meet with few Opponents; and 
without doubt, the due Application of it will 
be of infinite YE. x oe” 

Bur to return to the Labour, where we 
left the Pains beginning and the Waters ga- 
thering, at ; which Time it is neceſſary to ex- 
amine the Patient, in order to obſerve he- 
ther Matters be going right; and if other- 
wile, to give all proper Aſſiſtance. This 
8 which is Cal . Touching, and 
„„ 


wk n hy our eee i ws per- 
formed: The Patient muſt nth in i the fame 1 
Manner as if the: were bringing forth the 
Child; but as that is very different in di- 
ferent Countries, _ by different Women in 
the ſame Country, it may not be improper 


| to fay ſomething on that Head. In France 


the Patient always lies on her Back; with her 
Head raiſed, her Heels approaching to her 
Thighs, and Knees extended from each 
other ; this Poſture. may anſwer well enough 
in natural and eaſy Labours, but where there 
is any Difficulty, tis the worſt that can be 
contrived ; for as the Pudendum is on a Line 
with the Bed, it is very difficult to turn the 
Hand upwards to the Uterus, from the Im- 
poſſibility of moving your Elbow lower than 
the Horizontal Direction of the Vagina, 
which is game to the Bed; and the Diffi- 
culty is {till > apparent when there is a 
Neceſſity for inſtrumental Operations. Mr. 
DvzxTER has invented a ani: two 
armed Chair, whoſe Back may be lowered 
or raiſed at Pleaſure, which he ſtrenuouſly 
recommends for Women to be delivered 1 in, 
of which he has given us Figures in his Book' 
of | Midwifry ; but here the Parts are too 
E | 


h 
2 "_ 
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much expoſed to the Coldneſs of the circum- 
ambient Air, which is capable of doing great 
Miſchief, and therefore by all Means to be 
| ayoided ; beſides it is impoſſible - to come 
properly to your Buſineſs through a Hole in 
the Seat of a Chair. Both in England and 
Treland, various are the Poſtures that Women 
are delivered in, namely, on their Back, 
Side, Knees, ſtanding, and ſitting on a per- 
forated Stool; the Side is certainly the moſt 
advantagious Poſture for bee Labours; 
| for the Patient is leſs ſubje& to Cold, the Os 
Coccygis is not hereby preſſed inward, ſo as 
to hinder the Exit of the Child; and as the 
Operator and Standers by, are by this Means 
behind her Back, ſhe is leſs ſubject to be di- 
ſturbed by their Remarks and Whiſpefs. 
The moſt convenient Poſture for preternatu- 
ral Deliveries is on the Knees, which ſhall be 
particularly deſcribed, when we. treat of the 
Oper Ig NE thereto. N 


As the gde! is the Poſture fob e Ihe 
liveries, we will ſuppoſe the Patient in that 
Situation, with her Face inclined towards 
the Breaſt, and her Thighs as cloſe as may 
"y to Say Oy ; the Buttocks near the wa 5 

D 0 
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of the Bed, and the Back in an oblique Di- 

rection from that to the Middle of the Bol- 

ſter; always obſerving to have a Pillow, or 
ſomething of that Kind between her Knees. 


1 F the Patient lies on the Right side, you 
muſt examine with the Right Hand, there- 
fore this is the moſt convenient; but ſome- 
times the Situation of the Bed, or the Pa- 
tient's Inclinations are ſuch, that the will lye 
on the Left ; therefore you muſt be een, 
* ea e | 


Warn oh Gi the Patient 8 3 in- 
ereaſe, and the Space of Time between them 
decreaſe, it is proper to whiſper the aſſiſtant 
Women to make her lye down' in the above 
Poſture; * leſt your deſiring it aloud might 
ſhock her; eſpecially if it be her firſt Child; 
you muſt alſo avoid Touching her till ſhe is 
actually in Pain, for your approaching to her 
will be much leſs terrible at this Time, than 
when the Pain is abſent ; for want of theſe 

prudential Obſervations, the poor Woman is 
often terrified to ſuch. a ee that 1 n 
_ n 10 85 . 
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Now the Operator muſt come to that fide 
of the Bed where the Patient lies, with her 
Back to him, and with all poſſible Decency 
and Deliberation, either fitting or kneeling, 
whichever he finds moſt convenient, muſt put 
his Hand well greaſed with freſh Butter or 
Oil, under the Bed-cloaths, without uncover- 


ing any Part of the Patient ; and introducing 
his fore-finger into the Vagina, muſt find 


out the Orifice of the Womb. Here it is 


neceſſary to conſider the Texture of the Va- 

gina, and the Situation of the Womb in re- 
ſpect of the Vagina; otherwiſe you will ex- 
pect to find the Orifice at the Extremity of 


this Canal, which is a great Miſtake ; for it 
is mentioned in the Beginning of this Trea- 
tiſe, that the Direction of the Womb in re- 
ſpect of the Vagina, made an obtuſe Angle; 
wherefore the Finger muſt be a little bent 
towards the Bladder, and in this Direction, 


going forward about three Inches, you will 
find a Protuberance, as it were, on the Side 


of the Vagina, which is the Orifice of the 
Womb; though this be the Extremity of 


it, yet ſo looſe is its Texture, as has been al- 
ready deſcribed, that if the Finger be kept 


D 2 5 a extended, 
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extended, it will go three or four inches be- 
* the Orifice. 5 e 


ProM 4 the various | Diſpoſitions. of this * 
rifice in Time of Labour, may be deduced 
many uſeful Diſcoveries; namely, if on the 
firſt Examination it be ſomewhat dilated, its 
- Edges flat and thin, that the Patients Efforts 
ſeem to affect it conſiderably, and that it is 
very near the Pudendum, you may expect an 
happy Event. But on the contrary, if the 
Orifice be difficultly diſcovered, if it appears 
prominent, hard and thick, and all the Cir- 
cumjacent Parts dry and contracted ; there is 
great Reaſan to dread the Conſequences ; for 
its being diſtant from you, ſhews that the 
Child is acroſs in the Womb, which extend- 
ing it from Side to Side, pulls up the Orifice, 
and makes it ſo much the more diſtant from 
your Finger ; its being thick and hard, ſhews 
that it wants the Preſſure of the Head, to di- 
late and ſtretch it; and the want of | 
ſture muſt be a s Obſtacle to its 
laxation. . 15 


— : 5 


Wurn 


Warn the Labour is ſunawhar more 
advanced, the Manner of the Waters ga- 
thering, will be alſo a Guide : As the Orifice 
increaſes, the Weight of the Water forces the 
Membranes through it, which is called the 
Gathering of the Waters: When this appears 
in an elaſtic, round, regular Bag, it is a good 
Sign ; but when long, ſoft, and as it were 
like a Gut, it is bad; for here it wants the 
uniform Shape: of the Head to hinder the 
Membranes from falling down more on one 
Side than the other. The more you perceive 
of theſe Appearances, the more you are un- 
der a Neeeſſity of watching every e, | 
3 in ane to ne OY Aſliftancs,” 


Wang the Womb is fo 1580 dilated. as 
to give Admiſſion to the Finger, you muſt. 
examine between the Pains for the Situation 
of the Child; for in the Time of Pain, the 
Membranes are fo tenſe from the Preſſure of 
the Water, that the examining for the Head, 
would 'endanger their Eruption before the 
proper Time; if you cannot find the Head, 
which will Me diſcovered ' by its round Form 
and Hardneſs, and perhaps the Pulſation of 
Re * it is certain that the Labour 


3 1 
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will be contrary to Nature, and that the Pa- 


tient muſt be delivered, as ſhall be hereafter di- 


rected; but if the Head be eaſily perceived, at- 


tended with the happy Circumſtances already 
obſerved, the Labour will be expeditious, and 
require little or no Help, either for Mother 


or Child; but as it ſeldom happens, that all 


theſe good Appearances concur, even in na- 
tural Labours, we ſhall endeavour as much 


as Pete to make u 5 thoſe Daeseencden. 


py AE OR the Child may ok Doe Pitched, 


as it is uſually termed, yet the Labour may 


prove very tedious, fam the defect of ſome 
Circumſtance already taken Notice of: Firſt 
then, from the Weakneſs of the Mother, not 
being able to aſſiſt her Pains by forcing 
downwards; here ſhe muſt be ſupported, 
rather by ſtrengthening Broths, than heat- 
ing Cordials, which : are too often given | by 
ignorant Women ; but if her Spirits be much 


exhauſted, and that her Pains grow very 
ſhort, and of little or no Advantage, then an 


Opiate is of ſurpriſi ing Service ; for while 


the Medicine operates, the Patient is lulled, 
and the Pains quite removed; but when the 
Narcotic Quality is gone off, ſhe revives 


with 


—— 
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with new Vigour, and the Pains grow ſtrong 
and laſting ; which frequently accompliſhes 
the Work in a very ſhort Time. 
 SoMETIMEs Coſtiveneſs retards the La- 
bour ; for Pregnant Women, eſpecially to- 
wards the latter end, are much this way in- 
clined ; and it frequently happens, that ſome 
do not go.to Stool in a Week before La- 
bour ; here the Inteſtinum Rectum muſt be 
much ſtuffed with Fæces, which certain ly 
| hinders the Exit of the Child; this Evil muſt 
be removed by a-Clyſter, or more if thought 
neceſſary; this not only promotes the Ex- 
cretion of the hard Fæces, but by its ſti- 
mulating Faculty, excites the Pains, and for- 
wards the Expulſion. The Perſon who is 
to adminiſter this Clyſter, muſt be deſired to 
introduce the Pipe gently, and with Caution, 
inclining the End of it rather towards the 
2 —_ leſt by rubbing it againſt the Side 
of the Rectum next the Child's Head, the 
Gut might be bruiſed between theſe two 
hard Bodies, which will cauſe a very unea- 
ly Senſation, and a Teneſmus after the Birth, 
and perhaps grievous Symptoms, by deſtroy- 
e D ing 
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ing e Patient's Reſt, at this Time ſo ne⸗ | 
ceflary for her Recovery. 


Wren 7 Ta is retarded by the thick- 
' neſs and hardneſs of the Orifice which hinders 
its Dilatation; it muſt be affiſted by introdu- 
cing, firſt the Fore-finger into it, juſt before 
the Pain begins, for if you wait till the Pain 
is ſomewhat advanced, the Membranes and 
Water will be preſſed ſo cloſe to the Neck of 
the Womb, that the Introduction may en- 
danger the breaking of them before the pro- 
per Time; when the Finger is thus introdu- 
ced, the Orifice muſt be gently dilated, by 
moving. it round its internal Surface, and 
when that has made ſome Progreſs, by in- 
troducing a ſecond, and ſo a third, till it be 
_ ſufficiently dilated ; which is known by the 
Membranes breaking, and the Head taking 
up the Place of the Waters ; this Dilatation 
muſt be continued till the Orifice gives Paſ- 
ſage to the Head, This Motion of the Fin- 
gers muſt be performed with the greateſt 
Caution, otherwiſe the Edge of the Orifice 
may be torn, which will produce miſerable 
Conſequences, ſuch as violent Pain, Inflama- 
tion, Ulceration, . Cancer, &c. as I once 


5 15 | found 
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found i in a Woman . who ſent. for me on Ac- 


count of her After-pains, as ſhe called them, 


continuing much longer and more violent 


than uſual ; upon Inquiry, I was told that 
' ſhe had a vey difficult and tedious Labour, 
and that the Midwife was obliged to work 
like a Horſe, as they expreſſed it, before ſhe 
could deliver her ; when the Diſcharge of the 


Lochia ceaſed, which was ſooner than uſu- 
al, by Reaſon of her extraordinary Pain; it 
was followed by that of a feetid, ſanious, | 


black Ichor, which gave me terrible Appre- 


henſions; however, in ſome Time ſhe was 
cured, by the Help. of anodine deterſive In- 
jections, and taking ſome few Medicines of 


the hyſterical Tribe, by the Advice of her 


Phyſician. Some Time after ſhe conceived, 
and employed me to lay her; whatever her 
Labour might have been before, it was now 


extremely difficult; for upon examining, 1 | 


found a large exllous Ciccatrix on the Orifice, 


which made me dread the Impoſſibility of its 


ever being ſufficiently dilated ; which really 
did not happen till after four and twenty 
Hours cloſe Application. This proves that 


all the violent Symptoms which happened af⸗ 


fer her late Labour, were owing to the Igno- 
rance 


1 
* 1 
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rance of the Midwife, > by lacerating the Ori- 
hon 0 F the Womb, 


Tur Dryneſs and Conſtriction of the Parts, 
1s ed Hindrance to the ſpeedy Delivery 
of the Woman in Travail; though this does 
not often happen, yet I have known the Va- 
gina ſo dry, and contracted to ſuch a Degree, 
that it was with Difficulty it would give Paſ- 
fage to the Finger; in this Caſe. emolient 
Clyſters, and Injections into the Vagina are 
of great Uſe ; I have found great Advantage 
from a Decottion of Linſeed and Oil of Al- 
monds, injeed frequently i into n Vagina. 


Tur Os ebe Paris too 3 turned 
into the Pelvis, often impedes the Expulſion 
of the Child; this Difficulty is removed by 
forcing it Sock; The uſual Direction for this 
Purpoſe, (even by DEvENTER, who boaſts 
ſo much of the Rules he lays down for the 
right Management of this Bone, which he 
-eſteems as one of the greateſt Diſcoveries he 
has made) is to introduce one or two Fingers 
into the Vagina, with the Palm of the Hand 
faeing the Anus, and fixing the Fingers on 
rr the Coccyx, puſh it back as much 

| | a8 
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as pete I ſhall humbly beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that one or two Fingers, which is che 
moſt that can, be uſed on this Occaſion, can 
have but very ſmall Force in this Poſition, 
and alſo that the Space which they take up in 
the Vagina, will produce as much Difficulty 
as the Crookedneſs of the Os Coccygis. 
Theſe Conſiderations induced me to try ano- 
ther Method, which anſwered the End much 
better; that is, to introduce the Thumb, be- 
ing oiled; into the Anus, and fix it on the 
Point of the Coccyx ; then apply all the Fin- 
gers of the ſame Hand, on the lower Part of - 
the Os Sacrum, whereby making a Counter- . 
preſſure, the Coccyx is pulled out by the 
Thumb, as far as is W nece 7. n 
great e. 


* 
. 


Taz next Difculty to bs — 6 
which indeed is a very great one, is when the 
Paſſage is hindered by the Interpoſition of th 
Os Pubis; the true Cauſe of this Evil has 
been already related, and upon the Know». 
ledge of that Cauſe, depends the eaſy and ſafe: 
Method of relieving both Mother and Child; 
In theſe Circumſtances, the Face is infallibly 
on the Sacrum, and there it is likely to re- 
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main till the Child is deſtroyed, and the Mo- 
ther in great Danger, (except the Head be 
very ſmall or the Paſlage very large) if not 
replaced in its natural Poſture after the fol- 
lowing Manner; which I declare to have 
practiſed ſeveral Times with Succeſs: When 
the Head is thus fixed, there is a conſiderable 
void Space in the Pelvis, on each Side of it, 
which is eaſily conceived from its oval Fi- 

gure, and that of the Head interſecting it; 
vou muſt Thruſt your four Fingers into one 

of theſe Spaces, having the Palm of the Hand 
next the flat Side of the Head; they muſt be 


5 forced in as much as poſſible, — hurt- 


ing either Mother or Child, then turn your 
Hand till you find the Back of it directly on 
the Os Coccygis, and the Child's Head will 
turn with it, till its Chin is over its Shoulder; 
this done, the Obſtacle is abſolutely removed, 
and the Child will come ain, into the 
World by a few Pains, 


Aw GH ths laſt Pains which are to 1 
5 the Child into the World, ought to be, and 
generally are the ſtrongeſt and of the greateſt 
Duration; yet it ſometimes happens, either 
by long Labour, natural Weakneſs, or the 

Strength 


, 
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Strength being impaired by ſome Diſorder ; 
and alſo the Child's Head being over large, 
or the Bones of the Cranium being too much 
oſſified, or laſtly, for Want of ſufficient Moi- 
ſture; that the Mother is not able to atchieve 
this laſt Undertaking ; therefore ſhe muſt be 
aſſiſted by Art; which is done with great 
Eaſe, if the Application be not too late; for 
Delays here are the moſt dangerous; there 
being a great Compreſſion of. the lower Side 
of the Vagina, and Sphincter Ani, between 
the Child's Head and the Os Sacrum ; and 
alſo of the Sphincter Veſicæ and the upper 
Part of the Vagina, between the Head and 
Os Pubis ; the Conſequences of which are 
very obvious to the Anatomical Reader; for 
he muſt conſider the Degree of Relaxation in 
thoſe Parts, as preparatory to this Labour ; 
and that their component Veſſels muſt at this 
Time be perfectly turgid, with fermenting 
Blood, by the Straining and Pain of the la- 
bouring Patient ; which will inevitably ren- 
der the circumjacent Parts that are free from 
the above Compreſſion, obnoxious to the 
moſt violent Inflamation, and in a very ſhort 
Time, great Swelling of the Parts before and 
W the Head, A EOS of the 
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Park compreſſed and conſequently Death, 
When Matters claus to. this Period, they are 
to be reckoned in the Number of preternatu- 
ral Labours, where we ſhall treat of this, 
more at large; and at preſent return where 
the Mother and Child may be cafily ed + in 
their 4 Rog e e PF 


Warn the Child is very near orkiog into 
the World, with the Top of its Head juſt at 
the Labia Pudendi, and that there is no Ob- 
ſtacle to its Expulſion, but either the Weak- 
| neſs of the Mother, the Size or Inflexibility 
of the Cranium, or the Dryneſs of the Parts; 
the Fore-finger muſt be well greaſed, and 15 
troduced into the Anus, with the Back of 
the Hand towards the Sacrum; ; when it is 
thruſt in as far as may be, by bending, you 
will cafily fix it under the Child's Jaw-bone, 
near its Articulation with the Cranium; thus 
the Mother's Efforts may be very much affiſt- 
ed by pulling the Child forward with the 
Finger bent under its Jaw ; which commonly 
in this Caſe, anſwers the End much better 
than: any Crochet, and (I need not fay) with 
more * 2 i boch to Mother and 


Taras i 
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Tuxxx are many Defects both in Mother 
| and Child which are Obſtacles to its Expulſion; 


but as they cannot properly be brought un- 
der the Head of natural Labours, we ſhall take 


Notice of them when we. come to Labours 


| como to ee 


: Havre: crea the 1 Difficul- 

ties that natural Labours ate obnoxious to, 
we ſhall now take a general View of the Pa- 
tients Circumſtances, from the Beginning to 
the End of Travail, with Directions top, her 
TI Hs, therein, 
Towanps. the latter End. of, the ninth 
Month of Pregnancy, the Patient imagines 
that every bodily Diſorder which affects her, 
is her Labour; and as at this Time the Muſ- 
cles of the lower Belly are much diſtended ; 
and a great Weight on the Bladder and Ree- 
tum; the poor Woman muſt be ſubject ta 
great Uneaſineſs and frequent Pains, which 
ſhe often miſtakes for her Labour, where- 
fore the ſends for the Perſon who is to deli- 
ver her, who muſt take great Care not to be 
deceived alſo ; for ſhould he from the excel. 
five Com plaints of the Patient, imagine her 

in 


n 


10 18 vrhen ſhe really is not, and do any 
Thing to forward it, the Conſequence would 
be very bad, by bringing that to paſs, which 
Nature was not prepared for. To prevent 
this Miſtake, we ſhall endeavour to deſcribe 
the true Labour as exactly as is poſſible, 


Tus Pregnant Walen generally has for 
Gig Days before her Labour, a Diſcharge 
of a thick Mucus from the Vagina, at which 
Time all the private Parts are ſwelled, yet 
notwithſtanding they are in a State of great 
Relaxation. About a Day, or perhaps two 
or three before the Labour begins, ſhe per- 
ceives an extraordinary Uneaſineſs ; and when 
the Labour really begins, a Pain in her Back, 
about the Region of the Loins, which laſts 
not long, but returns again, after perhaps 
half an Hour's Intermiſſion, with double Vi- 
olence ; theſe Pains increaſe as they return, 
Makin their Limits on each Side in a cir- 
cular Manner, *till both Points meet at the 
| Navel ; then the Pain is fo violent, that ſhe 
can no longer conceal it; ſhe is now obliged 
to ſtrain and force downwards at every Pa- 
toxiſm; the Pain alſo extending itſelf down- 
| wards, and uniting at one Point, which isthe 
Orifice 


, 
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Orifice of the Womb; when you ſee Matters - 


arrive at this Period, the Pulſe being very high, 


the Face red, the Patient frequently ſeized with 
a Trembling, as if in an Ague Fit, you may 


be ſure the Labour is preſent ; till about this 
Time ſhe muſt not be examined; and if 
there be Reaſon from the Diagnoſtics before- 


mentioned, to expect an eaſy and happy De- 
livery, the leſs the Parts are handled, the bet- 


ter, for it frets and ſtimulates them at this 


Time, being very hot and ſuſceptible of In- 


flammation; yet if there be a Neceſſity for 


it, from ſome Difficulty already taken Notice 
off, let it be done with all the Delicacy and 
Tienderneſs that can be uſed; committing e- 
very Thing to Nature, as far as the Strength 
of the Patient will admit, rather than uſing 
any Violence; for in the moſt favourable 


Labours, poor Women endure as much 


Pain as Mortals are well able to undergo; 


and how wickedly cruel and hard hearted 


muſt he be, that would do any Thing except 
of Neceflity, t to Increaſe their n 


At this Time ſhe 1 i no folid Food 
except Bread ; Broth or Jelly being the moſt 


proper Nouriſhment ; her Drink ſhould be 
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ſuch as will promote a ſmall Degree of 
Warmth, and at the ſame Time not very 
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heating ; ſuch as Sack-Whey made ſtrong or 


ſtmall as there is Occaſion; giving now and 


then ſome Spoonfulls of cold Cinnamon or 
Pennyroyal- Water, by Way of Cordial when 
my Pain ſeems to grow languid. 


You nb ſtay nigh the Patient, to be 


ready on the Eruption of the Waters, for 


then the Hand is of Service in the moſt eaſy 
Labours; for the ſame Efforts that break the 
Membranes, thruſt the Head into the Ori- 
fice, which is not yet large enough to give it 


Paſſage without Violence; wherefore the 
— of the Hand muſt DE adminiſtred 


— wins, . the Head | is — down, 
Mor to thruſt the Edge of the Ori- 
fice-up; and do all that is poſſible without 


eee Violence, to make the Orifice 


quite paſs over the Head; by this Means, 


the Labour is not only haſteace, but the pre- 
ent Pain much leſſened; for as there is no 
cCounter Reſiſtance to the forcing of the 
"88 - Child's Head againſt the Orifice, but the Li- 
gamenta Rotunda, 8 9 are violently ſtretch- 


1 5 


i 


ed, which cauſes ſuch -violent Pain in the 
Groins and down the Thighs ; this the Hand 
evidently prevents; and very often a Prolap- 
ſus Uteri, or at leaſt of the Ga is ö 
hindered. | $9; 


| Tuou von in general, the Membranes 
| ſhould be left to break of themſelves, yet it 
ſometimes happens, that from their extraordi- 

nary Thickneſs, the Mother's Efforts are not 

ſufficient for that Purpoſe, notwithſtanding 
the Orifice be dilated to its full Extent. When 
the Operator is perfectly convinced of this, 
he may with Safety break the Membranes, 
and * Child will e follow. 


Now the Pains grow beyoail all Compari- 
fin n greater and more laſting than before, and 
the Top of the. Child's Head begins to ap- 
pear ce the Private Parts. Here you 
muſt have both Hands ready, one at each 
Side, to take hold of the Head, when it 
comes as far as its Ears, loſing no Time, but 
pull the Child forward, leſt if you be ſlow, 
the Orifice may cloſe about its Neck ; if the 
Shoulders do not come readily, put in a Fin- 
ger under the Axilla, and bring it forward, 


8 7 When 
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When the Shoulders come forth, there is no 
Neceſſity for any Hurry in bringing forth the 
Child, but on the contrary; for if the Funis 
ſhould be rolled about its Neck or Body, ſo 
as to ſhorten the Length of it, it might be 
hereby broke, or the Placenta forcibly diſuni- 
ted from the Womb, which would occaſion | 
an n immoderate Flux * Blood. | 


Tu. E better to ad theſe . atters, 
the e Operator muſt be ſeated at the Bed-ſide, 
within Reach of the Patient, having a large 
Sheet or ſome ſuch Cloath doubled before 
him; when the Child is brought forth, he 
muſt lay it on his Lap, as far from the Mo- 
ther as the Length of the Funis will admit; 
and immediately examine if there be another 
or more Children; if there be, you will per- 
ceive it by the Mothei's Pains continuing, 
and the gathering of new Waters; being con- 
vinced that there is a ſecond Child, the 
Membranes muſt be immediatly broke with- 
out waiting for Pains, there being ſufficient 
Dilatation already and introducing the 
Hand into the Womb, to find out the Feet, 
the — muſt be c _ ag chen. 


4 
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Wurx one Foot is diſcovered, the Fin- 
gers muſt be ſlipt up the Thigh to the Parts 
of Generation, and fo down the other Thigh, 
till there is Hold of both Feet: Without this 
Precaution, one may take hold of a Foot of 
different Children, which muſt be both torn 
off, before they could be thereby brought 
forth. Having Hold of the Feet, draw them 
forward till the Hips appear, then obſerve 
whether the Child's Face or Back be next 
the Mother's Belly; if the Face, it muſt be 
turned as it is drawn forward, ſo as to have it 
towards the Mother's Back ; this Turning 
muſt be performed in its Paſſage from the 
Hips to the Breaſt ; when it is come thus 
far, introduce a Finger at one Side into the 

Vagina, where will be found the : Child's 

Hand, lying up along. the Side of the Head ; 
this muſt be brought forth, by bending the : 
Finger about it, as near as poſlible to the Ar- 
ticulation of the Ulna and Humerus; and by 
drawing it gently forward, it will. eaſily 
be extracted, on Account of its ſurprizing 
Flexibility, as has been obſerved, in recom- 
mending the comparative Anatomy between a 
Fœtus and an Adult; the ſame Directions muſt 


be 2 with regard to the other Hand; 
== this 


„ 


this done, t the Head 8 remains to be ex- 
tracted, which muſt be done very cautiouſly, 
and without Loſs of Time; leſt the Orifice 
ſhould cloſe round the Neck, which would 
be a very dangerous Circumſtance, as ſhall 
be remarked in its proper Place; therefore 


1 immediately after the Hands are brought 


or 6 the Body is drawn 'any more 
_ ad, the Operator muſt ſlide his Hand 
along the Child's Breaſt, putting his Fore- 
finger into its Mouth, in order to hinder the 
Coccyx from ſtopping its Exit, from its cur. 
ved Form coming under the Chin; but this 
8 and that by the Back of the 
Head coming againſt the Pubis, are avoided, 


by turning the Head towards the Shoulder, 


which may be eaſily done by the Finger « 
ready in its Mouth, The Hand under the 
Breaſt will ſupport the Child's Weight, while 
the other muſt be layed on its Back, with two 
Fingers bent over each Shoulder, on each Side 

the Neck; thu 8 it 1 muſt be drawn forward, 
moving it from $i Side to Side, till it is os 3 
pleatly extracted. If there be more than 


two Children, 7 all after the . are e 
8 by! the ſame . N 
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mediately after the firſt Child, is never prac- 
tiſed by the Female Adventurers in the Art f 
Midwifry; for they leave it all to Nature; 


cutting the Funis, and tying it to the Mo- 
ther's Thigh; they wait for a new Labour, 
and the Waters gathering, which the poor 


Patient is ſeldom able to undergo, being 


much weakened and fatigued by what ſhe... 


has already ſuffered ; yet it ſometimes. hap- 
pens, that ſhe is a full Week between the 
bringing forth of two Children, and fre- 
yore two or tone: . 


Cons ER now the i Situation 


of this unhappy Patient, from the Ignorance 


of the Midwife ; Firſt, her Diſappointment 


is very great, from the Aſſurance of having 
got over her Pains, the Hopes of being im- 


mediately laid in a clean eaſy Bed, which is 
the moſt comfortable Thing in the World, to 
a new delivered Woman; the Fear and Dread 
of going through the Miſeries that ſhe had 
but juſt overcome; and probably her „ 
Weakneſs makes it appear infinitely the more 
terrible; but ſuppoſe the ſecond Labour 
ſhould laſt a Week or more, which is well 
E 4 known 
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; "WY often to happen ; how muſt the whole 
3 Oeccnomy ſuffer, from her want of 

Reſt for fo long a Time, which is certainly 

hindered by the Pains which never ceaſe, 
more or leſs? How muſt the Maſs of Blood 
be viciated by the Placenta of the new born 
Child, which is now intirely an extraneous 
Body, and extremely ſuſceptible of Putrefac- 
tion? Hence Suffocations, hyſterical Affec- 
tions, Fever, Dilirium, Convulſions and 
Death. 1 delivered a Woman once of a ſe- 
cond Child, the third Day after the firſt, 
who had ſo violent a Fever, and raved to 
ſuch a Degree, that the whole Time of the 
Operation, which was at leaſt twelve Mi- 
nutes, ſhe did nothing but ſing: notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe muſt have had. a great deal of 
Pain, for the Orifice was contracted to the 
Diameter of half a Crown. But to proceed: 


Tux Patient being delivered of the Child, 
the next Thing to be done, is to remove the 
Placenta, or After-birth, ſo called from the 
Neceflity of its following | the Birth. If there 
be but one Child, the Funis or Navel String 
is not to be cut, till after the Extraction of 
the Placenta; if more than one, it muſt bs 
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cut before the Extraction, to remove the born 


Child from any Inconvenience ; but no Pla- 


centa muſt be extracted, till all the Children 
are born, for ae ee cauſe a agen 


flux of Blood. 


TE Child. as was ad before, and 1 


laid on the Operator's Lap, or on the Bed, 
as far from the Mother as the Length of the 


Funis will admit; which he muſt take in 


the right Hand, about fix Finger's Breadth 
from the Pudendum, and roul it twice or 
thrice about his Finger; then the firſt. and 
ſecond Fingers of the left Hand muſt be 
_ thruſt into the Vagina, by its Direction; and 
the Patient ſtopping her Breath and forcing 
as if ſhe were at Stool, the Navel- ſtring muſt: 
be gently pulled forward as ſhe forces, the 
Operator rather waiting for her Expulſion of 
it, than being too deſirous to extract it; for 
pulling the Funis ſo as to extract the Placen- 
ta forcibly, may probably cauſe a Flooding z 
or perhaps break the Navel-ſtring whereby 


the Placenta would be very difficultly brought 


forth; therefore let him juſt pull it ſufflci- 


ently to make it incline forward till inſiſt- 
ing on the Patient's forcing down, which 
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A Taxzaris: 


2 Ba ſhe be not able to do of herſelf ſhe 1 mult. 


be compelled to it, by putting a Fi inger into 


her Throat, which will cauſe a Preſſure of. | 


the Diaphragm, and the Muſcles of the Bel- 
ly, by her Efforts to vomit ; by theſe Means 
it is commonly brought Fey's in about five 
Minutes. When it comes away by Expul- 
ſion, it always i is whole, but it is ſubject to 
be broke, and Part of it left in the Womb, 
if any Violence he uſed for its Extraction. 


Mos T Authors give a ftrict 6 to | 
loſe no Time in the Extraction of this ex- 


ttraneous Body leſt the Orifice of the Womb 
- ſhould contract and obſtru its Paſſage ; and 


for this Reafon they adviſe the Introduction 
of the Operator's Hand into the Matrix; and 


by inſinuating the Fingers between it and the 
Placenta, to cauſe their Separation, the Man- 


ner of doing which, ſhall be preſently de- 
ſeribed. This Fear of the Womb cloſing, 
makes many Operators too haſty, which: of of- 


ten produceth fatal en 


Tur firſt and malt common is e 


the Funis, which is effected with very little 
F orce: for * it be of the Thickneſs of 


; A Finger, 
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a Finger, yet its component Fibres are very 
few, for by drying, it dwindles to a very 
ſmall Size: And another Thing that makes 
its Reſiſtance very inſignificant, in Proportion 
to its Thickneſs, is, that the three Blood-veſe 
ſels in which its Strength chiefly | conſiſts, 
are not of an equal Length, which is apparent 
from the Circumvolutions of the Arteries 
round the Vein, hence it is evident that the 
Vein muſt be broke, before the Arteries are 
in the leaſt put on the Stretch. Now the 
breaking of this String produceth the follow- 
ing Eyils; namely, an immoderate Flux of 
Blood by the Umbilical Vein; the great dif- 
ficulty of extracting the Placenta without its 
Direction and Aſſiſtance; the intollerable 
Pain cauſed by the (then neceſſary) Introducy 
tion of the Hand into the Womb, and the 
Danger of not removing the whole Subſtance 
intirely ; and laſtly, whatever Diſorder the 
Patient may be ſubject to, during her Lying: 


in, will crrrainly he imputed te to Fg Mila 
chance, = 


Secondly, the over · haſty Extaaction of che 5 
Placenta, may cauſe an immoderate Flux of 
Blood, „ by 1 immature Dilaceration of the 


Vtering 
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Uterine Blood · veſſels; for when Nature does 
the Work, the. Contraction of the Womb 
cloſes the Mouths of the Veſſels, at the fame 
Time that it diſcharges itſelf of the Placen- 
ta. Thirdly, it may cauſe a Prolapſus Ute- 
ri, in a manner ſo evident, that it needs no 
Deſcription. 


4 : 
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Ts HE e why we ; Operators run the 
Riſque of committing theſe Errors, is, leſt the 
Orifice of the Womb ſhould refuſe a Paſſage 
to the Placenta, by its ſpeedy Contraction. I 
ſhall therefore, endeavour to prove that the 


Orifice is not capable of ſo ſpeedy- a Con- 
traction, as is nn. ed e 


II is l allowed, that the Ef. 
forts of the Mater in Time of Travail, 
tend chiefly to the Dilatation of the Orifice ; 
it i is alſo undeniable that theſe Efforts conti - 
J ter the Child. i is born, untill the Expul- | 
e Placenta is compleated ; hence it 
t till after this Time the Orifice 


1s incapable of abſolute Contraction. Beſides it 
is well known that the Placenta has often been 
extracted, one, two, or three Days after the 


| Birth of the Child, when it has been kin 


» 
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bind by ſome Malpractice of the Female 
Mid wife; and this Extraction performed by the 
Introduction of the whole Hand, through the 
Orifice into the Matrix. Hence it muſt follow, 
that if the Orifice be wide enough to receive 
the Hand, ſome Days after the Birth, there 
certainly will be very little Danger of its clo- 
ſing in a Quarter of an Hour, ſo as to hin- 
der the Expulſion of the Placenta, I ſhall 
beg the Reader's Leave to add one Circum- 
ſtance more to confirm this Argument, which 
ſeems to put it beyond all Controverſy ; name- 
ly, that Nature deſigned its Expulſion by 
the Efforts of the Mother; which is proved 
by real Matter of Fact; for- there are con- 
ſtant Inſtances of Women bringing forth both 
Child and Burthen without ay vers wars 
tance than that of Nature. 


7. HIS 8 Shady to 450 mba have 
Baſtards, Danes. at Sen, and in nen 


. 1 has tioks ſaid 
on this Subject, it muſt be allowed that Mr. 
DEvENTER, whoſe Authority has univerſal 
Approbation, ſtrenuouſly adviſeth the conſtant 
Extraction of this Burthen by the * 

0 


* 
* 
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of the Hand ; and very much condemns 8 
pulling it forth by the Funis ; therefore we 
muſt endeavour to remove his Objections to 


this Praictce, which he allows to be the moſt 


| mn in all Parts of the World. 5 


Fi RST he. fays that ny; 50 the 
Child comes forth, you may thruſt not only 
the Hand but the Arm alſo into the Womb, 


without giving any Pain, the Orifice being at 


this Time ſufficiently dilated; whereas if you 


try different Means, as ere by other 


Authors, it will in the mean Time, be ſo 
much contracted, that the Hand cannot paſs 


it without great Pain, Here I allow, that 


were there a Neceſſity for putting the Hand 


© SEE into the Matrix, the Orifice is at this Time 
maore dilated, than it would be in ſome Time 
after; but our Author is certainly miſtaken in 


the moſt material Part of his Argument ; 
for it is not the paſſing the Hand through 
the Orifice of the Womb, that gives the 
Patient ſuch great Pain; but it is its paſſing 
through the Bones that make the opening into 
the Pelvis, which I may venture to fay, never 
alters as to its Size : This indeed does give 


: abe — — which is - the chief 


, Reaſon 


of Mivwinny, 63 
Reaſon why the Operation ſhould be avoid- 


ed, when there i is not a Neceſſity for it. 


Ac Alx he ſays that immediately after the 


Delivery, not only the Orifice, but the Ma- 
trix, is ſufficiently relaxed ; and that after 
ſome ſmall Time, it contracts by Degrees, 
and intirely incloſes the Burthen, ſo that 
from a flat ſoft Cake, it becomes hard and 
oblong, and as it were contained in 2'Purſe 
with running Strings drawn up tight about 


it; which makes the Extraction ſtill more 


difficult. Theſe Accidents may certainly hap- 
pen to an unſkilful and diſhoneſt Midwife, 
who by pulling the Funis too forcibly, might 
break it; and rather than acknowledge her 
own Ignorance, by calling for Aſſiſtance, 
would pretend that the Patient was fafely 
delivered. But all this could not poſſibly 


happen in the longeſt Time that is neceſſary 
for its Expulſion; which, if it cannot be 


brought to paſs in a reaſonable Ti ime, ſup- 
poſe ten Minutes, which perhaps does not 


happen to one Woman in five hundred, it is 


then Time enough to put the miſerable Pa- 


tient to the Torture of * the Hand, 
N and 


APxrariss- 


and thereby ſeparating it from the Fu ndu 
Uteri. 


Oux Author alſo fays, © that by this Me- 
e thod of putting his Hand into the Womb, 
ec he diſcovers whether there be more Infants 
© to come forth ; if there be any Mole or o- 
te ther extraneous Body”. This I own is a 
very laudable Cauſe for introducing the Hand 
into the Womb, where the Paſſage into the 
Pelvis will admit of it without Pain, which is 
a Happineſs many Women do not enjoy; in 
this Caſe we may content ourſelves by ſearch- 
ing with two or three Fingers, immediately 
after Delivery, when the Womb is within 
an Inch of the Pudendum, from the great 
Diſtention of the Vagina, „which N ſhort 
as it widens. 


© Oncs more I muſt og 8 Nature for my 
Advocate, which never intended that the 
Placenta ſhould be ſeparated from the Uterus, 
by the Intervention of the Hand, as was pro- 
ved before. Moreover, thou gh there were 
no Pain in the Introduction of the Hand, yet 


, Mr. DEvVENTER' $ Practice is bad on other 
| Accounts 
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Accou nts as 1 ſhall here endeavour to de- 
monſtrate. CURES , 
i tn a 0 mils this Matter more clear, 
it is neceſſary to conſider, that the Placenta 
is a moſt ſoft, ſpongy, parenchymatous Sub- 
ſtance, eaſily divided, and broke by the leaſt 
Handling; we muſt alſo conſider, that in the 
Expulſion of the Burthen, the Action is in- 
tirely in the Matrix, by means of the Dia- 
phragm and abdominal Muſcles preſſing it, 
which forces out the Placenta as excrementi - 
tious; and as this Action s uniform, all 
Parts of /the Placenta are equally preſſed, 
therefore it comes out one intire equal Body, 
with its Surface next the Womb perfealy 
ſmooth z which ſhews that —_ Is no o Part — 
of it 1 l 5 8 | 


Naw as 5 the Ren 1 the 
Hand introduced into the Womb, even with- 
out giving the Patient any Pain; it is a Dif- 


ficult Matter, in the firſt Place, to find out + 


the extreme Circumference of the Placenta, 
ſo as to begin the Separation without -break= 
in through the gubſtance of it; and conſe- 
wm leavin g ſome Fragen of it * 
F e 
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the Effects of which ſhall be preſently taken 
Notice of : Secondly, when there is a Separa- 
tion made of a ſmall Portion of it, it is con- 
tinued by putting the four Fingers between it 
and the Womb, and by preſſing them dif- 
| ferent Ways. at the ſame Time, and in a 
progreſſive . till the whole is com- 


Ps 


las: E it follows, by an erat 9 
fon, , that by this manual Operation, the Ef- 
forts of Nature are quite rejected and render- 
ed uſeleſs: Secondly, it is almoſt certain 
that the alternate Motion of the Fingers, be- 
tween the Womb and this ſoft Body, muſt 


tear and mangle it in ſuch a Manner, as in- 


evitably to leave ſome of it behind, which is 
ſtill confirmed by the Inequality of the Ac- 
tion „ in Por of that in the Womb. 
he may not be EY by way of Excuſe 
for detaining the Reader ſo long on this Sub- 
ject, to mention ſome of the Diſorders con- 
ſequent to the leaving any Part, how ſmall ſo- 
ever, of the Placenta in the Womb : Firſt 
then, it may cauſe a great Flooding as it is 
Las called, by hindering that Contrac- 


, tion 
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tion of the Matrix, whereby the Mouths of 
the Veſſels are cloſed: Secondly, by corrupt- 
ing and communicating its Effluvia to the 
Maſs of Blood, it is capable of producing al- 
moſt any Diſorder that the animal Oeconomy 
is ſubject to; it alſo often cauſes Impoſtuma- 
tions, Abſeſſes, Scirrhus, Cancer, Gangrene 

and Mortification i in the Womb itſelf ; where- 

fore it is certainly incumbent on us, to confi- 
der this Matter with more Circumſpectio n 


1 at firſt Sight Ay: bare ſeem neceſ- 


* vGn this Practice of extraction muſt 
be condemned, as conſtantly uſed in natural 
| Caſes, yet where the Caſe is preternatural, 
it is abſolutely neceflary ; namely, when by 
injudicious Management the Funis is broke; 
when the Patient is ſo weak as to be incapa- 
dle of giving any Aſſiſtance, and that the 
Operator does not think it ſafe to depend on 
the Strength of the String; when the Child 
has been ſome Time dead, and the String 
thereby become rotten, and the Placenta cor- 
rupted; and beſide theſe, in many other 
Circumſtances that may occur to the prudent 
. e * obſerving, that it i is better 
| F „ to 


. 
- 
» 
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to depe 


nd on Nature, while there are any 


reaſonable Hopes of Succeſs, than too pre- 
. to have Recourſe to | wh 


hikes aaa to remove all Dif. 


ficulties, let us ſuppoſe the Patient delivered 
of the After-burthen ; which muſt be ſepa- 
rated from the Child alſo; this is done by 
making a Ligature about ire Inches from 


the Navel, on the Funis, and then cutting 


it with a Pair of Sizzars an-Inch hee wr, 


towards the Placenta. 


heb DIATELY after the Expulficn of 


the Placenta, there follows a Diſcharge of 
Blood, whoſe Quantity differs in different 


Women, ' ſome havin g very large 2, IM 


without being in any Danger ; others very 


ſmall and no bad Symptoms enſuing ; there- = 


fore. the concomitant Symptoms muſt be the | 


Guide. If the Patient has had Children be- 


5 fore, ſhe will complain if the Quan tity ex- 
ceeds what was uſual ; and though it. be her 
firſt Child, there are always preſent thoſe 


who have had Children, that will inform the 
young Practitioner ; together with this, the 


5 uſual Symptoms that attend extraordinary 


: Loſſes 
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Loſſes of Blood, will be a ſufficient Convic- 
tion of her Diſtreſs, and Neceſſity for ſpeedy 
| Relief, If the Placenta be broke, or the 
Surface that adhered to the Wemb unequal, 
it is next to a Certainty, that ſome Part of it 
remaining, is the Cauſe of this Evil; and 
though it ſhould not be ſo, it is neceſſary, 
immediately to introduce the Hand into the 
Womb, to try if there be any extraneous 
Body, which might hinder its Contraction; 
be it Part of the Placenta, Mole, grumous 
Blood, or any Thing elſe, it muſt be inſtant- 
7 red 5 eee the * _ _ 


17 there: be N Pe amiſß 3 in the 
Womb, and that the Flooding ſtill continues 
violent, the Diſorder proceeds from ſome 
„ bad Diſpoſition in the Conſtitution, which 
2 f toquirps! the immediate Aan ofs a $i] 
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T ; is n Grow what has been ſaid 
| through the whole Courſe of the fore- 
going Treatiſe, that the Courſe of Anxi- 

ety, Pain and Danger which Women under- 
go, from the Time of Pregnancy, till ſome 
Time after the Birth, is very confiderable, 
even when it is moſt ſucceſsful... How ex- 
traordinary then muſt the Danger be, when 
Nature is interrupted in her uſual Progreſs, 
towards a happy Concluſion of this grand 
Undertaking ? Here it is, that a Surgeon 
meets with the Teſt of his Skill, and of the 
Dexterity of his Hands; here it is, that he 
mult call to his Ane all his Reſolution, 
Humanity, Intrepidity, Caution and Circum- 


ſpection; and here I muſt beg Leave to ad. 


_ viſe the young Practitioner, that he may not 
interfere in a Matter of ſuch important 8 
ſequence, both to his own Conſcience and 
Mankind in general, till, after being perfectly 
well acquainted with Chirurgical Operations 
| of 


2 5 


of all Kinds, he has for ' ſome Time given 
himſelf wholy up to the particular Study of 
this Art: In all other Chirurgical Caſes, you 
have the Afſfiſtance of your Eye for your 
Guide and Direction; whereas here you muſt 
not only operate in the Dark, but even uſe 
cutting Inſtruments, not abſolutely under the 
Direction of your Hand, and that indifferent- 
ly with both Right and Left, as/there is Oc- 
caſion. Hence it is evident, that the Exer- 
ciſe of the Mind by reading; though abſo- 

| lutely neceſſary, will never without Practice, 
adapt the Hands to the Performance of O- 
perations neceſſary for the Accompliſhment 

of this, or even wy PUREE meaner Art. 


„ it cannot be denied, chat than 
may be as good Phyſicians and. Surgeons 
brought up and educated in Dublin, as in 
any Part of the World, without being o- 


bliged to go to any other Country for additi- 


onal Experience; yet I cannot help declaring 


the Neceſſity of being indebted to France 
for the true Knowledge of practical Mid- 
wifry ; for the Opportunities which are there 
met with, are no where elſe. to be found, 


wen which, it is hardly. poſſible, to be an | 
e Adept: 
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Adept; namely, thoſe of occular Demonſtua⸗ 
tion of Women being delivered, both in 
natural and preternatural Labours; where, 
as well the external Parts of the Patient, as 
every Action of the Operator, are the de 
Time in View; the Neceſſity of which Ad- 
vantage, there is no a _ an AM EL " 


—_ ö 


Bxs15 E. . We ane cn iti 
ons neceſſary for a practiſing Man-midwife, he 
muſt always obſerve an exact Regularity in the 
general Conduct of his Life, keeping up ta 
the ſtricteſt Rules of Sobriety; for he knows 
not the Inſtant he may be called, where the 
greateſt Coolneſs and Steadineſs of Mind and 
Body are requiſite; therefore he muſt never 
venture to run the Riſque of being intoxicat- 

end with es Liquor, whereby not only his 
on Reputation, but the Lives of a Mother 
and Child my be n into extreme 

Pane, . br 1 BY | 


4b N the following Ph of this Ely ſhall 
| © given, a ſhort View of what is to be done 
for the Aſſiſtance both of the Mother and 
Child, * in Preternatural Labours, where the | 

1999 Child 
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Child cannot come „ Gees without the'4 imme- 


diate Aſſiſtance of the Operator's Hand, either 


with or without Inſtruments; when they are 
to be uſed, and the particular Inſtrument 
moſt proper for each Caſe, together with the 
Deſcription and Application of W ee 
N contrived by the 2 i 

Us DER the Denackingtints of preternatu- 
ral Labours, ſhall be included, every Acci- 
dent that Women are ſubject to, where O- 


peration is neceſfary at any Time during the 


whole Courſe of Pregnancy ; beginning firſt 


with Abortion, of as it is Sy eras called 
ene f wo 2 . 


1 


By Abortion'i is 'meant the e benglaß K forth 
a Child, before the Time deſigned by Na- 
ture for its Perfection, from what Cauſe ſo- 
ever; for as a mere Operator, it is not my 


pier to enter into the more remote Cau- 


ſes of this, or any other Matter contained in 
this Treis; therefore, whatever may be tlie 


Procatarctic, the immediate Cauſe is the 


Separation of the Placenta, either holy or 
ba part, 1 the'] P undus WIN and an im- 


moderate 
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moderate Flux of Blood from the Pudendun ; 


ove nn. 


Tuovon it be not natural to Fog any 


uterine Diſcharge during the Time of Preg- 


nancy, yet it frequently happens, without any 
Danger of Abortion, or any other ill Acci- 


dent; wherefore it is neceſſary, exactly to 


9 


diſtinguiſh, between the Diſcharge that is, 
and that which is not dangerous: That which 
is without Danger, happens at the uſual 
monthly Period, perhaps for two or three 
Months after Conception; nay ſometimes, 
though very ſeldom, during the whole Time; 
being attended with no bad Symptom, 

either of Pain or forcing downwards, and is 


generally in a leſs than uſual Quantity; 
whereas the illegitimate and _ Flux, 


is out of the uſual Time, and the Conſe- 


quence of ſome external H urt, ſome extra- 
ordinary Paſſion of the Mind, as Fright, 


Anger, exceſſive Joy, Grief, Sc. taking 


Medicines improperly, or becher with that 
Deſign, ſome acute Diſeaſe, or perhaps a 
natural bad Habit of Body; it is frequently 
attended: with Pain, and forcing down ; and 


notwithſtanding all Endeavours to the con- 


11 trary, 


tray, ſtill increaſes to an exceſſive Degree, 
whereby the Patient is in great Danger of 
being loſt, if not timely aſſiſted, by the Ex- 
traction of all the then Contents of the 
Womb let it happen at WE Time ſoever = 


e 


Warn the Deer is cad _ the 
above Remarks, that this immoderate Flood- 
ing, is cauſed by the Separation of ſome 
Part of, or the whole Placenta from the 
Bottom of the Womb; he muſt place the 
Patient in the Pofition editions, in ſpeak- 
ing of Natural Deliveries, and nen 
firſt one Finger, he will in all likelihood, 
find the Orifice of the Womb much . ” 
ed, from the Quantity of Blood" paſſing. 
through it; but be that as it will, he muſt 
infinuate one Finger into it, and by movin ÞZ 
it round, widen the Orifice, ſo as to make 
| Room for another Finger; when theſe two. 
are entered, he will eaſily dilate, by conſtant- 
ly moving them from each other, till he gets | 
in a third, and fo on, till he introduces the 
whole Hand into the Womb, where he maſt 
inſtantly break the Membranes,” and take 

hold of the. >hil by -t the Feet, according 
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to ao Directions given for the Delivery of 


Twins, and bring it away with all conveni- 
ent Speed; then extract the Placenta, and 
elear the Womb of every Thing that may 


prevent its Contraction; which being 3 
the Flux will ceaſe. When the Placenta is 


intirely ſeparated, it commonly preſents itſelf 
firſt at the Orifice; if fo, it muſt be firſt 


s ion ght aur N and 10 on 8 ahore, 


{ewe a Fd as be come to her full 
Time, if the Labour begins with a violent 
- Flooding, one muſt not wait for Pains, but 
| proceed as if it were a Mi 

carriage, acchrdin 8 to. the aboye Directions. ; 


Hzxr I 8 e will. not take 
3 the Relation of a Caſe which ſhews 
the Neceflity of this Practice, even when 
the Patient is come to her full Time ; ; I was 
ſent for to the Wife of one TIL BURY * 
Conſtable, living in the Earl of Meath's 
Liberty, who had been for two Days i in La- 
bour, and was then ready to expire by a vio- 
lent Flooding, which I. was convinced of 
by ſeeing her; by inquiring what had been 
| * for her Ref, I was told by her 


Friends, 
; 
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Frierids, that finding her very weak, and 
not likely to be delivered, after two Days 
Labour, they thought it neceſſary to ſend” 
that Morning (it being now about Noon) 
for the Aſſiſtance of a Man-Midwife, Who, 
according to their Phraſe, had worked at 
her near an Hour, upon which enſued the 
_ above-mentioned Flooding; at length, the 
_ miſerable Patient, after the Operation of his 
Hands had ceaſed, heard the claſhing of Irons 
againſt each other, which terrified her prodi- 
gioully ; and aſking him what he was then 
| going to do, he told her, that without hav- 
ing Recourſe to the Help of Inſtruments, her 
Life was inevitably loſt ; which ſhe abſo- 
| lutely declared ſhe wou 1d not ſubmit to, 
but choſe rather to die, whereupon this wor- 
thy Operator in a violent Paſſion went away, 
and ſwore ſhe would not live five Minutes ; 
wherefore- her diſtreſſed Friends, unwilling 


to believe him, ſent for me; I found this By 


unhappy Woman in the moſt imminent 
Danger, being ſeized with Faintings, Hiccup, 
having her Face pale and Hippocratic ; upon 
Examination, I found the Placenta preſen ted 

to the Orifice of the Womb, which I im- 
mediately extracted, and though the Head 
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was far advanced in the Paſſage, yet I put 
it back into the Womb, and taking hold 
of the Feet, brought a living, though very 
weak Child into the World; the Mother 
alſo recovered, though with n difficulty; 
and is now living, and ready to teſtify the 
Truth of what i is here related. os 


* OM confining the Circumſtances of 
the above Hiſtory, it is evident, in the firſt 
Place, that there was no extraordinary Ob- 
ſtacle to the Delivery of this poor Woman; 
but that this Monſter of a Man thought it 
neceſſary, I ſuppoſe, for his own Credit, that 
he ſhould deliver her inſtantly, by main 
Force; imagining, be the Event what it 
would, that the ignorant Spectators would 
judge of his Merit, according to the Exceſs 
of his Labour, which is too often the Caſe, 


85 though here Providence ordered it e 


it is alſo certain, that by his Ignorance, and 
the violent Action of his Hands in the Wand, 
he ſeparated the Placenta, which occaſioned 
the Flooding; here in all likelihood, he 
thought he had effectually deſtroyed her, 
arid that there was nothing left to ſave his 


Nn , but his pretended Application of 
: ” Inſtruments, 
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Ind whereby he might Appeal to 


the deluded Spectators, that notwithſtanding 
the Help of Inſtruments, ſhe was not to be 


laved, _ Every thinking Perſon will i 


diately be convinced, that there was no 9 


ceſſity for, nor Poſſibility of the Application 


of Inſtruments for the Extraction of the Pla- 
centa, it being a ſoft pliant Body, eaſily tak- 

en hold of by the Hand; the ſame may be 

ſaid in reſpe& of the Child, from the Mor 
thod whereby it was nn forth. 


1 RE 1 cannot and a my "i 


cern, that in ſo great and flouriſhing a City 


as this of Dublin, there is no Method of 


; hindering ſuch Impoſtors, from committing 
theſe outragious Villainies on the Public, 


who in this reſpect are ſo liable to be deceiv- 


ed. It is true, the better Sort of People are 
cautious who they imploy; but the Poorer, 
who are by much the greater Number, and 
moſt ſubject to Misfortunes in Child- bearing, 
are glad to get the Aſſiſtance of any kind 
of Man in their Extremity, without Ganthine 


Inquiry. I am the more imboldened, to en- 
ter into this Digreſſion, as I am convinced, 
that the Perſon concerned in the above Hiſ- 


£ . 
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tory, is no more intitled by his Education, to 
Practice Midwifry, or any other Branch of 
| Surgery, than a Carpenter or Shoemaker , 


this I am obliged to declare, to free wee. 
men ww Merit bs Cenſure. pn 


wes, the bringing forth. a alot Child, 
comes properly under our Conſideration ; all 


Authors who have wrote of Midwifry, have 
with great Reaſon, given the ſtricteſt Charge 


to be perfectly certain of the Child's Death, 


before you proceed to any Operation that 


might ' endanger its Life, ſhould you be 
miſtaken; wherefore they have mentioned 


the Signs that indicate: ſuch a Misfortune 
ſuch as the Mother's having received ſome 


Hurt, whereby the Child ceaſed to move, 


for ſome Time before the Labour commenc- 


ed; when there ouzes from the Womb, a 


fœtid corrupt Humour; when the Mother 
at the ſame Time that ſhe feels no Motion, 


perceives a great Weight at the Bottom of 
her Belly, which weight falls to whatever 


Side ſhe lies on; when her Breath ſtinks, 
which before was ſweet; when her Colour 


becomes livid, and her Belly feels cold; and 
at the Time of Labour, by not perceiving 
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any Pulſation in the Fontanel of the Child, 
or in the Funis; and if the Finger nels, | 
cadaverous, after being in the Womb. All 


theſe Appearances, or the Majority of them - 


concurring, . are requiſite to prove the Death 
of the Child; for the Mother' s Affirmation 
of its not ſtirring, even for ſome Days be- 
fore, is not ſufficient. The Neceſſity of 
this Caution will appear from the n 85 
Circumſtances. x 


Tx E Child - dead, commonly. comes 
in a wrong Poſture, for want of the reci- 
procal Action of the Muſcles, whereby the 
Spine of the Neck, Back and Loins is kept. 
firm in its Direction; ſo that from the Mo- 
ther's Throws, the Child's s Body is thruſt all 
of a heap; and then we immediately proceed 
to the Aſſiſtance of the Mother, without 
having any Regard to the Child; extracting 
it by the Help of Inſtruments, if the Hands 
be not ſufficient; whereby, if we ſhould be 
miſtaken, it muſt be deſtroyed; wherefore 
Mr. DEvENTER will not be convinced of 
its Death, but by the nn of the Sin 8 
from the Scalp, 


G oo 
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17 it be known by the signs n 


e chat the Child is dead before the 


| Commencement of Labour; there is a very 
ſimple and eaſy Method of bringing it forth, 
without endangering the Mother by inſtru- 


| mental Operation ; namely, upon the firſt 


Eruption of the Membranes, to introduce 
the Hand into the Womb, and extract the 
Child by the Feet, before the Head be ad- 
vanced into the Paſlage. By obſerving this 
Method, if the Child ſhould happen to be 

alive, notwithſtanding all Appearances to the 
contrary, it would receive no Damage. It 
is a known Practice, upon extraordinary 
Fluxes of Blood, in Time of Labour, to get 
| hold of the Feet, and bring away all the 
Contents of the Womb, without waiting for 
| Pains, and yet the Child lives and does well. 
From the good Succeſs of this Practice when 
there is a Neceſſity for it, it is much to be 
doubted, if it would not be laudable in the 
Beginning of all Labours, how natural ſoe- 
ver; certainly it would ſave many Pains to 
the labouring Woman; however, this is an 
Innovation that I ſhall not Protend to enter 
into the Merits of, 
Pubic 
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EM OM het has been ſaid, I will venture 
to affirm, that if the Operator be preſent. at 
the Beginning of Labour, where there is a 
Suſpicion of the Child's Death, he may with- 

out Heſitation, when the Membranes are 
broke, introduce his Hand into the Womb, 
with the uſual Delicacy and Precaution, and 
 ſliping it along the Child's Belly, take hold of 
the Feet, and draw it forward as has been 
ny WG: | 


i this Method, we d the Dang ger of 
bad either the Mother or Child's Life, 
_ (if it ſhould happen to be alive) by the Uſe 
of Inſtruments, or violent preſſing of the 
Head, with the Operator's Hands, on the 
Preſumption of its being dead; for there is 
hardly any poſſibility of uſing Inſtruments, 
without deſtroying the Child and endanger- 
ing the Mother; however, there are ſome 
Caſes as ſhall be n hereafter, where they | 
muſt be applyed, even when the Child is 


alive, 


HITHERTO we have talked of the dead 
Child, while it is in our Power to bring it 
11. with Safety to the Mother and it, 
| G * ſhould 
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ſhould we be miſtaken as to its Death; that 
is when we have the good Fortune. of being 
preſent at the Commencement of the Labour. 
But when the Child is advanced beyond the 
Orifice, into the Paſſage," by the Ignorance of 
ſome Female Enterprizer in Midwifry ; then 
it is almoſt impoſſible to put it back in order 
to find the Feet; wherefore, if it ſhould 
happen, either from the Mother's Weakneſs, 
Narrowneſs of the Paſſage, or extraordinary 
Size of the Child, that it cannot come for- 
ward; then it muſt be extracted, as ſhall be 
directed at the latter end of this Treatiſe, 
when we come to N of ohm 22 70 
rations. be 

Fenn it a not bel improper 1 to 0 No- 
tice of the Difference between a living and 
dead Child, in reſpe& of the bringing of each 
forth: Firſt then, with. regard to the Mo- 
ther; the Muſcles of the lower Belly, and all 
the Parts aſſiſting in the Expulſion of the 
Child, are much impared in their natural 
Diſſ poſition, by the Stoppage of the Circulati- 
on between the two, whereby their compo- 
nent Veſſels become as it were choaked; and 


| the —— and W of this dead Mab, 
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l help to weaken and enervate the circum> 
jacent Parts; the Patient grows weak, by 
carrying this extraneous corrupting Body; the 
Parts compoſing the Paſſage loſe that lubrica- 
ting Mucus, ſo neceſſary to relax, and faci- 
litate the Child's Exit. Secondly, with re- 
card to the Child, the Membranes by cor- 
ru pting, break, and let go the Water, wheres 
by it is left dry i in the Womb; it commonly 
comes in a wrong Poſture, from Reaſons al- 
ready given: Laſtly, the Fluids contained in 
this Body begin to ferment in ſome ſhort | 
Time after Death, whereby they are rarified, 
which inereaſing in Proportion to the Degree 
of Corruption, maghifies-its Size ſenſibly, and 
hinders its Expulſion. Thirdly, with regard 
to the State of tlie Placenta in this Caſe, I 
ſhalt beg Leave to refer to the firſt Part of 
this Treatiſe, in the Direttions for FN Def. | 
very of „ 5 a IT 
2 Tana Mitte, which PER patient is Dy 
noxious to, in bringing forth a dead Child, 
are I hope ſufficient to defend this Practice of 
extracting it by the Feet; 1 have frequently 
put it in Execution, and always with the 
call s; and make no Doubt 
G 3 4 
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of the Approbation of every Practitioner who 
ſhall make the fame Experiment, ; 


Hin I muſt beg the Reader's Leave to 
mention one Thing, which I own I never 
yet attempted to put in Practice; however, 


as it carries a very promiſing Appearance of 
Succeſs, it ſhall be ſubmitted to his Cenſure : 
Suppoſe a Woman in Labour, who by the 
Experience of a former Delivery, was found 
by the Operator, to have the Paſſage through 
the Bones of the Pelvis ſo narrow, as to re- 


fuſe an Exit to the Child (though not of an 


| "LL, 


- extraordinary Size) by means of the common 
Efforts of Nature; and that on this Account 
it died, or was deflroyed by Inſtruments, for 
the Preſervation of the Mother's Life; in 
this Caſe there is a ſtrong Probability of ſav- 
ing the Child by introducing the Hand when 
the Membranes break, and bringing it forth 
by the Feet, with a ſtrict Obſervance. of all 


the Precautions already taken ** of for 
that Parpoſe, | 


Tu rx are ſome Objetions to 5 Prac- 
. which ſhall be conſidered with an En- 


deavour to remove them: Firſt then, it may 


* 6 * 
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be objected, that Nature is interrupted i in, 
and deprived of its uſual deſtined. Courſe. 


This indeed js true ; but it is only in a Caſe 


where Nature is defective, and likely to re- 


quire the Aſſiſtance of Art, in a much more 
dangerous, and perhaps fatal Manner, at leaſt 
to the Child. Again it may be objected, 
that the ame N eee, of the Paſſage 
chrough the Pelvis, which hindered the natu- 
ral Expulſion, with the Head foremoſt, may 
hinder its Extraction, when brought forth 
by the Feet; this is alſo allowed; but yet, 
if we confider the Matter properly, it will 
appear, that by drawing from a ſmall End, 
which is the Feet, in order to bring forth the 
larger, with the additional Aſſiſtance of hold- 
ing the Legs in one Hand, and baving the 
Finger of the other in the Child's Mouth; 
there is a far greater Probability of bringing 
it forth; than when the large End comes 
firſt, and that without any -Probability 'of aſy 
ſiſting the Mother's Efforts, but by ne De- 
ſtruction of the Child, _ 


Tur RE are many Diſorders of the Womb 
and its Ligaments, which make the Labour 
difficult and preterhafural, ous the Child 

» 4 be 
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be in a proper Direction; ſach as Ulceration, 
Scirrhus, Cancer, &c. The Diſorder pecu- 
liar to the Ligaments, is extraordinary Re- 
laxation. The Diſorders of the Womb or 
Vagina, particularly Scirrhus or Cancer, 
hinder their Dilatation, and conſequently 
make the Labour difficult; wherein, if it 
cannot be aſſiſted according to the Directions 
already given, in ſpeaking of the Method of 
dilating the Os Tincæ, in natural Labouts'; 3 

there muſt be an Inciſion made in the con- 
tracted Part, as ſhall be laid down when we 
ook of Operations with Enna, 


Tu E Relaxation of the Thinks parti- 
culatly the Rotunda, produces a. Prolapſus 
Vaginæ, and ſometimes of the Uterus, if 
the Labour be not prudently and {kilfully 
conducted; but if Matters be properly ma- 
naged, the Labour under theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, is commonly the moſt expeditious: and 
free from Danger, as there is in this- Caſe, a 
general Tendency to Relaxation. In order 
to make this Labour thus ſucceſsful, it is 
neceſſary to conſider, that the Ligamenta 
Rotunda are the principal counter Force, 
to the Preſſure of the. Child's Head againſt 
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the Orifice of the Womb, | whereby, its 
| tation, is accompliſhed ; hence it 8 
when theſe Ligaments loſe their Strength and 
Spring, from any extraordinar' Degree of 
Relaxation, from what Cauſe ſoever, that 
they are capable of being extended beyond 
their natural Length, whereby the Orifice of 
the Womb, inſtead of being Dilated, is 
thruſt forward, towards the external Orifice 
of the Vagina by the Child's Head, and con- 
ſequently the Vagina thruſt out before it, 
which is s the Prolapſus. CO 


Mm who have this Diſpoſition, are 
moſt commonly troubled, during the Time 
of Geſtation, with what they call a Bearing 
down, which'is a Senſation, as if the Womb 
were conſtantly coming out of their Body; 
this is a ſufficient Warning to the Operator, 
to be timely on his Guard, to prevent the 
above- mentioned Miſchief ; which is done, 
at the ſame Time that he aſſiſts the Dilata- 


tion of the Os Ti incæ, according to the Di- 


rections already given; by bearing up the 
Womb with his Fingers, in Proportion as 
the Child forces down; and when there is 

a Dilatation ſufficient to admit of the Aſſiſ- 
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tance of both Hands, introduce two 1 
of each Hand, at the Sides of the Child's 
Head, by which you will make the better 
Reſiſtance; this muſt be continued till the 
Orifice has Paſſed over the Head, and then 
the Danger is quite over, thou 10 atherwiſe 
related by Mr. Mavgiceav, and moſt o- 
ther Authors ; wherefore this Matter ſhall 
be farther. explained preſently; it muſt be 
obſerved, that during the whole Time of this 
Labour, the Patient muſt not be permitted to 
walk about the Chamber, as is n in natu- 


ral Caſes. 


Mr. Maxie av gives poſitiye Direc- 
Hons. that in the above Caſe, the Child 
Hold not be taken hold of, nor drawn 
forth by the Head as is uſual in natural De- 
liveries, leſt the Womb ſhould come out 
with it; he alſo fays, that if the Infant 
ſhould ſtop, after the coming forth of the 
Head, ſo as to endanger its Suffocation; then 
the Midwife muſt call a ſecond. Perſon to 
her Aſſiſtance, to draw it gently forth, 
while ſhe * back che Womb with both 
her . . 1 5 
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Tur niet nen of this Precaution, and 
ths bad Conſequences that may be the reſult 
of it, will eaſily appear, to every intelligent 
Perſon who conſiders the Matter properly, 
from the following Arguments: Firſt then, 
every one converſant in Deliveries, who knows. 

the Structure of the Vagina, will allow that it 

debreaſes in Length, in Proportion as the 

Orifice of the Womb dilates ; fo that when 

the Head has paſſed the Orifice, 

of the Vagina i is intirely loſt in the Orifice ; 
and after this, its Connection to the adjacent 
Piſcera, will hinder its coming forward, by 
drawing forth the Child by the Head; the 
Body of the Womb, with Submiſſion to our 
Author, is not to be conſidered in this O- 
peration, as it is quite behind the Efforts of 
the Child, and perfectly diſengaged from a- 
ny Circumſtance, that might be the Cauſe 
of its coming forward, by this Manner of 

. th Kar 


wn ; * 10 Bee in ood to 
vindicate my Difſent from ſo worthy an Au- 
thor, to ſhew the bad Conſequences that 
may be the Reſult of his Practice; for which 
* * we muſt W that the Expul- 
LR fion, 
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ſion of the Infant, isperformed by the' 'Contrac- 


tion of the Diaphragm and abdominal Muſcles 
Vomb, and a contractile Diſpoſition, 
peculiar to the Womb inſelf; from the Nature 
of Things, it. is evident, that this united con- 
tractile Force decreaſes, in Proportion as the 
Object recedes from its Influence; or in other 
Words, as the Child advances into the World; 
ſo that when the Head is brought forth, the 


Force is much diminiſhed, that ſhould puſh 


forward the Shoulders, with this aggravating 


' Circumſtance, that the Orifice of the Womb, 


from its natural Propenſity, will in a very 4 
ſhort Time, cloſe about the Infant's Neck, 


and make the Delivery both difficult and 


dangerous; which may be ſo eaſily prevented, 


by taking the Head in both Hands, to aſſiſt 


05 


# 


the declining Efforts of Nature, as has been 
Ne GOT. OTIS. 


Is may hs faid by way of Objection, that 
in Brutes there is no Neceſſity for this Aſſiſ- 
tance; to which may be anſwered, that 
their Shape is depreſſed on each Side, where 
the Shoulders are fixed to the Body, ſo that 
they ſcarcely increaſe the Breadth of the Ani- 
mal in any Degree; whereas our Shoulders, 
| ; on 


. e | 93 
on the contrary, are fixed on the moſt promi- 


nent Part of the Body, and give it a con- 
fiderable Breadth, 


Prom what has been ald, 1 1 oo 


pears, that though the Vagina for want of 


proper Management, may be protruded, be- 
fore the Os Tincæ be ſufficiently dilated ; yet 


that there is no Danger, or even. Poſibility, | 


of the Womb being extracted, by giving this 


neceſſary Aſſiſtance to the Delivery of the 
Child. However this Danger may come if 


not carefully avoided; for in bringing forth 


the Placenta, in this relaxed State of the 


Womb and its Ligaments; it may be abſo- 


Itely turned inſide out, if the Extraction be 
performed in the ordinary Method; where- 


fore the Funis muſt by no Means be pulled, 


nor the Patient ſuffered to force downwards, 5 


until the Operator's Hand be firſt-introduced 


into the Womb, and there; by the alter- 


nate Motion of the F. ingers between it and 
the Placenta, make an intire wee and 
then dee it forth, : 


Here it may not by: improper, to > 60 
ſomething of the Bearing-down, ; Prolapſus 


Vagi nz 
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Vaginæ and Uteri, a8 conſequential to diffi- f 
cult Labours, and thoſe unſkilfully conduct- 


17 it ſhould 1 that the Womb = 


intirely prolapſed, by the above-mentioned 
imprudent Management, it muſt be immedi- 
ately reduced, and placed in its natural Situa- 
tion, by the Introduction of the Hand; the 
Patient muſt be kept as long as poſſible Nig 
in Bed, not riſing even to perform the natural 
Excretions,” If the Patients Habit of Body 
did not contribute to this Miſchance, the 
Parts, by being properly replaced, and conti- 
nued for ſome Time unmoleſted, will reco- 
ver their uſual Tone, without any farther 
Application; but if the relaxed State of theſe 
Parts, proceeds from a bad Conſtitution, it 
muſt be remedied by a ſkilful Phyſician; at 
the ſame Time uſing Peſſaries, ſuch as are 
deſcribed in all Books of Midwifry. The 
Application of ſtrengthening and aſtringent 
Plaiſters, to the Perforations of the oblique 
M./uſcles of the lower Belly where the round 
Ligaments paſs, to be inſerted into the Os 
Pubis, is likewiſe of _ 2 28 in this Caſe. 


8 
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THE Womb thus prolapſed, if not ine ; 
 diately reduced, will ſwell, inflame, and be 


in great Danger of mortifying ; and the long- 1 


er it remains out of the Body, the more diffi- 
cult will be its Reduction, in Proportion to 
the Increaſe of Swelling, which is cauſed by 
the Reſtriction of the external Orifice of the 
Vagina; wherefore if the Reduction happens 
on this Account to be difficult, the Part muſt 
be fomented with the moſt emolient mucila- 
ginous Decoctions that can be contrived, and 
all poſſible Means muſt be uſed by the Hands, 
to reſtore it to its natural Situation, which if 
it cannot be accompliſhed, the miſerable Pa- 
tient muſt in all Probability die ; though 
there are Hiſtories of ſome, 'who have ſur- 
vived the Amputation of the prolapſed 
Womb ; which was performed by tying a 
5 Ligature round its Neck near the Puden- 


dum, Which! is to e till the Fart drops 
off. 5 


Hirnzxro we ws treated of thoſe La- 
bours which are difficult and againſt Nature, 
though the Child be in a natural Direction; 
but as the greateſt Danger ariſes from the in- 
direct or preternatural Situation of the Child 
| 10 
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in the Womb; we ſhall endeavour to point 

| out their Differences, and the Method. of re- 
moving each particular Calamity ; but firſt, 
it will not be improper to conſider how far 
the Womb is capable of receding from. its na- 
tural Situation, whereby the Labour may 
become difficult and dangerous, 


MI. e a Dutch "Phyſician, is "oy 
the firſt Author that took Notice of the 
Obliquity of the Womb, which he takes in- 
finite Pains to prove ; whereby he has. made 
an otherwiſe ſmall Treatiſe of Midwifry, 
ſwell into a large Volume ; he abſolutely de- 
clares, that the Bottom of the Womb is capa- 
ble of falling backwards, forwards, and to 
either Side; porta the Orifice is conveyed 
to the opolite Side ; namely, if the Bottom of 
the Womb falls forward mY the Navel, 
the Orifice and. conſequently the Head of the 
Child, goes towards the Os Sacrum, and ſo 
on as to the other Directions; ſo that the In- 

fant may be in a natural Direction 3 in the 
; Womb, and at the fame Time, i in a contrary . 
Ws with \ regard to ig . 5 
TuIs 


A 
* EY 


117 
% 


9 -2 of 


e * 
8 


| . 
8 - a 
4 5 | | 
2. 2 
W . a - 5 | 
12 1 4 | 
22 * : 4 ia” Ss F 0 55 ; 25 "1 
7 5 WEL ESR 
4 4 0 4 + « " * ; & 5 5 
3 N 5 e 8 
| | | 5 > 35s. 0 * 
; | 
* . 
4 


A ＋ R EATIS E 


* * are exten lee by the Womb growing 
too large for its Capacity, ſo that in the latter 
End of Geſtation there are many Fibres os. 
the Integuments of the Belly torn aſunder, 
leaving large Cicatrices, which are never af- | 
ter to be obliterated. Moreover, at the na- 
"tural Time of the Birth it is evident, from 
opening the Bodies of thoſe, who die in La- 
bour, that there is not the leaſt empty Space 
in the Belly, the Womb thruſting the Dia- 
phragm a great Way into the Thorax, ex- 
tending itſelf under the Concave Side of the 
Liver, and in ſhort, leaving not the leaſt 
Room whereby it might incline either to the 
one Side or to the other, But admit there 
were a Poſlibility of the Bottom of the 
Womb's moving even three Inches a any Way: ; 
Its Effect on the Orifice mult be very incon- 
fiderable, as the Bottom is at this Time, at 
leaſt twelve Inches from the Orifice; ſo that 
if we ſuppoſe a Line twelve Inches long, hav- 
ing one End, which repreſents the Orifice, 
fixed to a Center, and the other End repre- 
ſenting the Bottom, to deſcribe three Inches 
of a Circle, at its full Extent from the Cen- 
ter; how inſignificant . muſt be the Alterati- 
en. at half an Inch diſtance from this Center, i 
where 
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As Mr. DevenTER has taken great Pains : 
to prove that the greateſt Difficulties in Deli- 
very, proceed from the Obliquity of the 
Womb ; and as the Notion (being a Novel- 
ty) was received with great Applauſe by ma- 
ny Perſons of Note, as they declared by Let- 
ters which are publiſhed in the Beginning of 
this Book; an unexperienced Reader, may 
very probably. from the above Authorities, 
take the whole Matter for granted, without 
farther Inquiry, to the great Diſadvantage and 
Danger of the Patients, who might after- 
wards come under his Care. Wherefore, 1 
thought it my Duty to ſhew-the Abſurdity of 
his Hypotheſis ; for according to our Au- 
thor's Way of reaſonin g, the Womb muſt be 
a diſin gaged, fluctuating Body, free from an 
kind of Reſtriction; whereas upon Inquiry, 3 
it will appear quite otherwiſe; nor is it to be 
imagined, that Nature ron leave an orga- 
nical 4 ana 5 ſuch Imp {ans ien * | 
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| Havine endeavouted to remove the miſ- 
taken Fancy of the Obliquity of the Womb, 
we may the more properly proceed to de- 
ſcribe the various unfortunate Situations of the 
Infant therein contained; and they may be 
reckoned threefold : That is to ſay, when 
the whole Body of the Child lies tranſverſe, 
either with the Belly, Back or Side preſent- 
ing to the Orifice, with or without many 
other aggravating C rcumtances, as ſhall be 
mentioned in their turn. Secondly, when 
the Body coming in a natural Direction, the 
Labour becomes difficult; by the Head's be- 
ing turned to any Poſition, differing from 
that which has already been proved to be the 
natural one; and that, with the Addition of 
the Funis coming. with the Head; one or 
both Hands coming with it, &c. Thirdly, 

while the Feet come foremoſt, when one 
Foot comes alone; RF: or boch Knees 
oo e . 


Head lying debe een the Shoulders; it may 
alſo come with the Side, or Os Temporis 
wing * the oppoſite Side * on 

"HY 


of M IDWIFRY, 101 


che Shoulder; or it may come with the Back 
of the Head foremoſt, the Chin being on 


the Sternum. The Funis is liable to 8 60 5 


down with the Head in any of theſe Poſ- 


me ae or hath: Hands. 


e rr upon me Eruption of the 
4 Membranes the Operator is to examine by 
the Touch, whether the Child comes right, 
as this is the Time when his Affiſtance can 


be the moſt effectually exerciſed ; therefore * 
if he finds the Head ee. in any of the 


above Directions, and that there i gs a ſuffici- 


ent Dilatation of the Orifice, with 2 large 


Pelvis, and other concurr ing fortunate Cir 


between the Head and Os Pahis, at the 1 
Time prefling down the Head, and drawing 


his Hand a little forward, ſo as to bring the 
parallel to the Sternum; not forgetting 


Face 

to incline the Chin towards one Shonſdex, left 

the Face ſhould preſent at the Birth, where 
it could not be #4 

is to be n in 1 0 other 8 — 


N Cx ular to o n: namely, 0 ati 


cumſtanges; he may introduce his Finger 


keaſily ſet right; the ſame 


G a * 
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F. 
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the Finger under the. Part ber ac and fo 
7 2 it. 


Re 


TuIs Practice will FATE be rabceſifut, 


where there is ſuch a Diſpoſition of Parts in 


the Mother, as has already been mentioned C 
but on the contrary, when the Pelvis is ſmall, 
the Orifice difficultly dilated, and the lubri- 
cating Mucus but in ſmall Quantity ; there 


the Operator muſt turn his Attention another 


Way: He muſt introduce his Hand into 
the Matrix, along the Child's Breaſt, to bring 8 
it forth by the Feet, and eſpecially if one 
or both Hands, or the Funis comes with the 


Child's Head ; for there is hardly any poffi⸗ 


bility of returning any of them to their pro- 
per Place; the Funis will fall down as often 
as you thruſt it up; and there is no Room 


to bend the Arm for its Reduction. As there 


is no Danger of hurting either Mother or 
Infant, by bringing it away by the Feet, (pro- 


vided the Operation be judiciouſly perform 
„ better to do it immediately, than de- 


pend on a ſmall Probability of Succeſs by re- 


: placing the Head; for this will fatigue and 
| __—_ taps Patient, as much as brin ging 


5 i forth 


V E 
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forth the Child Feet; and after all, 
the has the PH Labour to Lo through, 
when her Spirits, that ſhould 28 50 
Efforts, are almoſt exhauſted, 

Is it t ſhould ſo happen, that mee *. 
prudence or want of Experience, the Child 
ſhould be ſuffered to advance its Head be- 
yond the Orifice, into the. Paſſage, in-any of 
_ theſe unhappy Directions, or having the Fu- 
nis or Arms ingaged with it; then indeed the 
_ Difficulty and Danger are much increaſed; 
for here it is almoſt impoſſible to put the 
hild back, bd "is to get hold af the Peet oy 


©, 


if boch Harids come with the Hea it can 
carcely come ſo forward as to hinder its be⸗ 


5 x * 


ing pot Hack in order ta find the Feet; but 
when one only” comes, the Head may ad- 
vance with it, ſo as to put it out of the 
Power of Man to move it one Way or the 
th 3 Oe Tnſtrurnents ; 
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ral Deliveries ; but if theſe; En * 


not ſucceed, and that the Patient grows lan- 


guid and weak, we muſt proceed- to inſtru- 


mental Operation, as ſhall be particularly: re- 
marked ear. 


75 the Tunis 1 the Head, he 
Lo is two-fold, from obſtructing the 
Courſe. of the Blood through. it; firſt, the 

Child is in Danger of periſt ing er want of 
its uſual Supply. of Blood : And ſecondly, 

there may enſue a Flooding, Now: the Blood's 

_ wanting a Paſſage from” the Placenta, which 
may cauſe its Separation before the proper 
Time; wherefore it muſt be put back be · . 

oh yond the Head if poſſible; i not, it muſt; be 

| brought to the Side of the Head, near the 
Temples, and by the Flatneſß of that Part, 
5 may in ſome mene avoid the Carpre 
ſion. ten 


fo © F$ 
* x F, ft 1 BY 
4 
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Tur 1 abou! may be extre nely 

and dangerous, when the Head is advanced, 
in any of the above-mentioned Directions, 
though neither Hand nor Funis comes with 
it; for if the Face preſents, the Top of the 
wad ha „ 4 the Os Pubis, the 


Sternum 


= he i 21 — at it s dog ne bck bow that 
the peor Patient's Pain and Efforts are in 


the Infant is in-conſtant Danger af ha: 
ing ſuffoeated; the Cauſe of this | 
Accident has been explained; when we ſpoke | 
of the Poſition. of the Head in natural Las „ 
bours. Upon this Occaſſon, as well 0 all 
2 urs wings muſt be Ing 


to replace the Head 


not accompliſh, yet every Attempt will 8 
litate the Expulſion; and if Al mne iheffpc 9 
tual, he maſt have Recourſe to Inſtruments 
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the Hand, the Child was! Wing 1 but ua 
Head fo' far advanced, that Je ald not be 
put back in order to come at the Feet; how- 
ever, after an Hour's nee hard Toil, I 
h a living Child, with a 'Depreſ- 
"the parietal and temporal Bones, pro- 
to the Thiekneſs of the Arm de- 
| however, by the next Morn- 
rec themſelves, and the 

| Child: was perfectly Well. This was a very 
e extraordinary Caſe, and by no means a Prece- 
1 dent for attemptin 8 _ 257 Practice, where 
| it can be avoided. bin ; 160889 r aus 88111 
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f  SomeTIMEs the Child preſents . one or 
1 both Hands, without any other Part coming 


— 


ic urn the Hands come b, 
it is cauſed by che Child having chem near 
the Head when the Membranes break'; which 
ett e Orifice, conſequ quently wh the 

it eſcaping the Orifice, 
lande or Hands Ade OT the Mo- 
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ſill more put dot of he wks, til the un 


Arm or both, are forced into the World. This 


bo one of the "moſt difficult Cafes in Midwi- 
fry Operator; for in the! firſt Plac 

the Head being out of its natural Directiof 
cannot preſs on the Orifice 0 48 to dilate it, 
and the ſinall Dilatation that is made, is tak 
en up by the Fand, which eannot be put 
back if far advanced, (6 as td give Admiſſion 
to the Opetator's"' Hand, for to bring fortli 
the Child by the” Feet, Which is the only 
Method in this Exigeney; and 5 = "the 
Feet are at a greater” Diſtance from the 
| fice in | this Situation than in ary other; th 


n. not in, or loſs" 5 
nder its Erl: l 205 0 


nj 15 Ha 6a be tot fir ene it "He 

be inſtantly put back into the Womb; 0 
if there be occaſion, the Orifice" muſt ) Vt” 
ed with the Fi ngers S according ig to tlie Uſdal 


Dit tections, „and the Hand introduced” 11 


7 Child's Bully," to find out the Feet wh 8 
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not 
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and Feet come together, 
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„ yet one may very poffibly be miſ⸗ 
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taken, if not very exact in nie Inquiry; 
therefore the moſt ſure Marks to diſtinguiſh 
them by, is the Diſtance of the Thumb from 
the Index of the Hand; and the Promi- 
nence of the Heel in the Foot. When this 
| DiſtinQion is confirmed, the Operator muſt 
put back the Child's Hands into the Womb, 

not taking any great Pains to thruſt them ve- 
ry far, for as the Feet are drawn Gora 

bes dos retire, Too” 


Tr is to be conſidered, that the Child in 
this Poſture, has the Spine of the Neck, Back 
and Loins much bent'; and that in coming 
forth by the Feet, the whole Body muſt move 

in a circular Progreſſion, before it is intirely* 
brought forth ; wherefore the Operator muſt 
draw the Feet forward very gently, Loni 
ing as it is coming forth, what is to be done | 
when it comes to ſuch and ſuch a Part; ne- 
ver forgetting to put his Fore- finger into 
the Mouth, immediately when the Hands are 
brought forth, leſt the bog waar "ou dls: 
er ity 5 5 


> 
” 9 8 


kf bh 7 
= 


H AvING' cours 1 Fea ans 


*. W relating to the preternatural 
Labours, 


1 ceed to treat of thoſe Labor 
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zbours where the wrong situation of the 
Head is chiefly. the Cauſe; we ſhall now pray 5 
rs where the Bo- 
dy is tranſverſe in the Womb; preſenting va- 
rious Parts of * runk to the 0 ifi | 


5 bild * Ts han the Womb, 
preſenting any Part of the Spine, from the 
Scapulæ to the Sacrum ; and the nigher to 
the Shoulders, the more difficult the Opera- 
tion, as the Feet are ſo much the more diſ- 
tant from you, when they, i. e. the Shoul- 
ders preſent, it is eaſily perceived that it is 
not the Head, from the Flatneſs of Form, 
and Inequality of the Bones; that immedi- 1 
ately muſt put the Operator upon examining ; 
more narrowly, and by comparin g Circum- 
ſtances, to determine what Part it is; which 
is diſcovered by its particular Form, and the 
Species of its component Bones ; whereupon 
the Hand muſt be introduced, ſliding it a- 
long the Infant's Back, till you can bend the 
Fingers under the Os Coccygis; by which 
Means you thruſt up the Body towards the 
Head, in order to bring the Feet the more 
into your reach; which when you get hold 
* . them out very gently for the 


VMI VITIVI, uk 
Back and Hips are more capable of being 


# 
+ 
* 


Hurt in this Direction, than if the Belly. pre- 


| ſented, 2 it GE LE the, bending * 


# 
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15 * = Middle of the Back 1 the” 
Child ; is in great Danger of being ſuffocated, 
if not ſpeedily brought forth; for the Mo- 
ther IJ , Forcing doubles its Belly, Breaſt: and 
Chin together i in ſuch a Manner, that it can- 
not poſſibly endure it long. The Delivery 

is performed as the laſt is, but with more 
Eaſe, as s the Feet are more rently come at. 


os LPT 


R N 3 05 ee e the Child N 


commonly comes Buttocks foremoſt; it may 
ſometimes be brought forth in this Poſture, 


4 


when. it happens to be ſmall and the Paſſage | 


large; but if kr this ſhould not be the Caſe, 


the Labour may prove moſt dan geroully 
difficult, if it be ſuffered to advance too 


forward i In this Poſture; 3  wherefore as fo on i 


as you perceive, by the Softneſs and Fleſhi- 
neſs of the Farts, that the Buttocks pre- 
ſent, the Body, 1 ately thruſt 
up, as far as poſible i into the Womb, without 
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3 ſometimes 5 they are hear the Orf. 
Thighs — bed doſe to the Belly, and the 
Calves of the Legs cloſe to the Thighs ; 
when the Feet are near the Orifice, they 
muſt be taken hold of by the right Band; 
and at the ſame Time that they are'drawn 
forward, the Buttocks muſt be proportionably 
thruſt into the Womb, by the Fing ers of the 
teft Hand ; for want of this Precaution, the 
Thigh- bone of many an Infint'is broke; the 
Cauſe of this will appear, if we other that 
the Thigh, which lies in a longitudinal Di- 
rection from the Orifice to the Bottom of the 
Womb, maſt be brought into a Direction 
quite oppofite, before the Knee can be ex- 
ended, which muſt happen before the Child 
ean be brought forth; wherefore When % 
- evines to this Point, it will be much f 
tated, by thruſting up the Body with 955 
Hand while the Feet are pulled down by the 
ether. It may alſo happen, that both Legs 
and Thighs are extended along the Child's 
Body ſo as to have a Foot over each Shoul- 
der, which much increaſes the Difficulty ; 
in this Caſe each Leg muſt be taken ſeparate- 
— o as” "Ry them 


* | into 


der to e erb 
Ir muſt be again repeated, that the Child 
mals not be ſuffered to come to the Worlds 
in the above-mentioned Poſture, for 'thougth . = 
this Labour may. happen to be very ſueceſs- = 
ful and expeditious, when the Paſſage is lage 
and the Child ſmall; yet this is but acciden- 5 J 
tal, for though we r diſcover the Paſſage 
to be large, yet we cannot judge of the Child's 
Size; therefore we ſhould not put Matters 
to the Hazard. However if the La 
ſhould be ſo far advanced, that t he Chidd 
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forward' its Expulſion as peas ; i 4 
by dilating the circumjacent-Part 

ther ; and when Opportunity ſerves, a Fin- 

5 der Muſt be introduced at each Side between 
. 's Belly and Thighs; at the Groins;, _ 
iereby it may: be drain forward, if of a 
moderate aer ee. the contrary, it cannot . 2 
be extracte in this Manner, there muſt be 
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Now we e to conſider the 'Tranſverſs 
Situdtiois 'of the Infant in the Womb, when 
the Breaſt or Belly preſents to the Orifice; 
theſe are more dangerous and difficult, both 
to Mother and Child, than thoſe where the 
preſented; and as the Shoulders were 


 the'moſt difficult of the other Directions, ſo 


is the Breaſt in this. The Difference in re- 
ſpe of the Child, is very. contiderable ; for 
when the Back preſents, the Body is Dink! in 
a Direction which! the Vertebtæ are capable 
of; namely, with the Face towards the 
Knees; but when the Breaſt or Belly is nert 
2 e che Vertebre are bent backward, ' 


Mother's — 1s very At of rang 
or ee yes wy: nnen ; 


7 


$7 : pf 4 4 


2 is one — ka bey bemulable it in 

Kind of Labour, and as it is a Matter of 
the greateſt Conſequence, I am n 
prized that it has 1 never been mentioned in 
any Book of Midwifry; that 1 have ſeen; 
and that is, that the Orifice ſeldom or never 
dilates, notwithſtadding the greateſt Exceſs of 
abour-Pains ; the Reaſon of it is plain: In 
s any 
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next the Orifiee 1 — on it more or les, 
10 o fupply in ſome meaſure, the Flace of che 

babes it cannot even touch the Orifice by 
the Mother's Throws ; for the Vertebrz of 
the Thorax cannot bend back, ſo as to give 
the Sternum that Degree of Convexity neceſ- 
ary for this Purpoſe, by Reaſon of the 
Length of their Spinal Proceſſes ; " wherefore 
it frequently happens, that the Patient i is four 
and twenty Hours in ſtrong Labour, without 
the leaſt Dilatation of the Os Tincs; for 
which Reaſon, I hope it will not be im- 
poder to 19 8 — particular on that. 


— 1 
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Ts fiſt LabourPains, from Realon wt” 
the Nature of Things, muſt certainly be to 
turn the Child in the Womb, for the Birth; 

but be that as it will, the Head does not 
preſs on the Orifice till the Pains begin to 
grow violent; then it is that we ſhould begin 
to inquire into the State of the Orifice, and 
the Effect that each Pain has on it; if the 
Head * comes right, we foon perceive its In- 
wr * * in the Manner already 
I 2 Lo 


% 
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| ſet forth ; but if the Poſture be wrong, - eſpe⸗ 
_ cially Tranfverſe, we ſhall perceive very little 
Effect from the Mother's Pains, and none at 
all if the Sternum preſents. ; therefore after 
the Patient has had many ſtrong Pains, 
and no Effect produced on the, Orifice, the 


. en muſt Introduce one Finger into 


the Vagina, and therewith at every Pain, 
. dalicit ,; a P aſl tor. another _ the 


ing, till _ be; Room — to 4 
ſtrict Inquiry concerning the Part that 56 
if it be the Sternum, it is known by the Par- 
ticularities of the Bones compoſing it, as 
Ribs, Cartilago, Enſiformis, &c, Then the 
Orifice muſt be ſtill dilated, fo as to give 
Admiſſion to the Hand into the Womb, to 
find out wo F on, makes to t an he 


* is more - difficult — 8 A Child 
bs the Feet when it is in this Situation, 
than in any other whatſoever; which is the 
| Reaſon. why ſome Authors adviſe to bring, 
the Head to its proper Poſition, and leave 
the reſt to Nature; but if the Reader conſi- 


ite how much * miſerable Paticnt muſt: 
; have 


* Si * EO EAT We, . . WT. 
7 2 2 f : 2 5 . | 185 3 
" MIDWIT＋ AV 11 
; ; 5 : Wo, 


have ſuffered, and how mouth her Strength 
muſt be exhauſted, when Matters come to 
this fad Period, 1 am ſure he will not deſire 
to have her left any longer in Torture; but 
have the Child brought whe with all con- 

venient Speed; which by the Feet 
| Er * e e 


that the Mother may not e be 466) „ fa- 
tigued, ſo as to endanger her Life; and at 
the ſame Time, that the Child may be 
brought forth, without diſlocating, or fractu- 
ring any of its Limbs; I fay, to this End, it 
muſt be confidered; that in this Poſture, 8 
very Joint of the Body and lower Extremi 
Ges. are bent in a Direction quite contrary 
to their natural Diſpoſition ;- having the Heels 
and Back of the Head cloſe to each others 
and that at the Bottom of the Womb; this 
View muſt lead us to endeavour to bring the 
Feet nigher to the Orifice; which canne 
be done otherwiſe than by moving the whole 
Body in that circular Direction already de- 
ſeribed, which , ” ene in Ow * | 


Fs Manner ; 3611 25a og” 
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__ Having given the Patient a Draught of 
: ſome. Cordial Liquor, ſuch as Sack-whey, 
Cinnamon-water, or the like, and being plac- 
ed on her Knees as before. directed, the right 
Hand muſt be introduced into the Womb, 
being well greaſed either with Oil or freſh 
Butter; and ſliding it along the Child's Bel- 
ly, fix two Fingers under the Os Pubis, be- 
| tween the Thighs, and then pull your. Hand 
towards you; which giving as it were a rota- 
tory Motion to the whole Child, will brin 
the Legs nigher the Orifice. When you | have 
brought it fo nigh as to be within Reach af 
the Knees, take hold of the Thighs ſeparate» 
1y near the Articulation, and bring them cloſe 
to the Belly; this will bring the Feet ſtill 
nigher, which take hold of, rw draw. forth 
with Care and Caution; when the Feet 
have come to the Orifice, the Body will fol- 
low with leſs Difficulty than when the Back 
pteſents, proceeding in the ſame Manner; 
always obſerving to bring forth the Body with 
* Back. : the * Pubis of the Me- 


Pies ation as Praftice, Fox Aﬀertion. af 


" Bead * 4 5 
1 1 


the once not pres” in the laſt mention- 


7 M & D. W. JF R v. 119 
ed Situation of the, Infant f in the, Wehe 
table: | SD Ws” 


L " 1 1. 738. . 2 to a Gen- 
tlewoman in the eighth Month of her Preg- 
nancy, who being affrighted the Day before, 
Was ſeized with Labour-pains, attended with 
A Diſcharge. of Blood from the Womb; as 
neither Pains nor Diſcharge were very e 
I deſired her to lye quiet on her Bed, reſolving 
to vrait the Event; the Labour conſtantly 
increaſed (with an Appearance of Blood at 
every Pain) to ſuch a Degree, that I thought 
it Time to examine the Condition of the Os 
Tincæ, which I found perfectly cloſe, and 
not the leaſt Preſſure on it during the Parox- 
iſm ; as the Diſcharge of Blood was: nat 
very conſiderable, I thought it moſt proper 
to wait for the Aſſiſtance of Nature, ſtill 
continuing to examine in hopes of a Dilata- 
tion; nor was this an eaſy Operation, the O- 
. riſics being at a very extraordinary Diſtance 
from the Pudendum, 1 waited after this 
Manner with the greateſt Anxiety, for the 
' 2780 of eighteen Hours, at which Time the 
 Ocifice. was not in the leaſt. altered, though 
TAMA 1 4 —_— 


| the Patient was much el N "BR | 
long Continuance of her exceſſive Pains. At 
length I found the Caſe begin to grow def- 
perate, and that ſomething muſt be immedi- 
ately done for her Relief; I communicated 
my Opinion of the Matter to her Friends, and 
at the ſame Time defired the Affiſtance of 
ſome of my Brethren, as the Succeſs of what- 
ever was undertaken. muſt be very doubtful, 
the Patient being naturally very weak and of 
a bad Conſtitution. We both examined her 
alternately ſeveral Times, and could make no 
Diſcovery of Particulars therefrom ; howe- 
ver the firſt Indication on all Accour nts, was 
that we ſhould contrive Means to/ give her 
ſome Reſpite from her Pain, in order to re- 
cover in ſome Meaſure, her Strength and 
Spirits; to which End we gave her twenty 
Drops of Liquid Laudanum, in a Draught 
of Cold Cinnamon - water, whereby ſhe ſoon 
fell aſleep, which gave us Time to conſider 
What was to be done; my Aſſiſtant, from 
the exceſſive Conſtriction of the Orifice, and 
Ampoſſibility of perceiving the Form of any | 
Kind of Body by the Finger, through the 
Subſtance. of 4 Womb, was of Opinion 
W the C Oritce and Parts 1 were 
| 1 Scirrhous. 


; 
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Scirrhous, and conſequently, the 
ſhe had for her Life, was e a Paſ: 
 fage into the Won, by an Tncifion thro” the 
Orifice ; this 1 thought very little inferior to 
the Cafarian Operation, and could. not agree 
to it, ſo he went away, rom o return 
in two Hours, and inſiſting that this Opera- 
tion muſt be then inevitably undertaken. In 
about an Hour after our poor Patient awak- 
ed, and her Faing returned with more Vio- 
es than ever; the Dread of the late Sen- 
tence, made me endeavour with all my Might 
to make the beſt Uſe of my Hands to avoid 
that of Inſtruments; wh&reupon'I attempt= 

ed to make Way sen the Orifice for one 
Finger, which I did with great Difficulty, : 
and after an Hour's hard Toil, I made way fot 
the whole Hand, which found'the Infant ly- 
ing acroſs the Pelvis, at a great Diſtance from 
the Orifice, as if the Forehead reſted on one 
Os Ilium, and the Knees on the other; 1 
brought it forth exactly in every Cireum- 
ſtance as aboye directed. I have frequen tly 
met with the like Caſes ſince, and always di- 

lated with my Finger, when after a reaſona - 
ble Time, I perceived no Preſſure from with- 
In, on the Os Tince, © 


Wurz 
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Prei 1 che Operation is 
3 les difficult. as the Orifice is i in a Way 
of being in ſome. meatare., dilated, and. the 
Feet are more in Reach; the greateſt Dan- 
ger here, is from the Funis coming forth, 
Which if it remains long out of che Body, the 
Child's Life will be conſequently. i in Danger, 
from the Stagnation of the Blood circulating | 
throu ough it; which. will impede: he whole 
Circulation through che Infant: s Body, where- 
by it will ſoon become as if it were ſuffo- 
bac op Wherefore when it. does come out, 
F as it is often, happens, even before any per- 
3 ceivable. Dilatation of the Orifice,” it muſt 
| be put back; hindering g its Return (from 
N the Mothers Throws) by ſtopping the Mouth 
of the Womb, with as many Fingers as the 
Occaſion may require; and then pr 
the Operation, directly after the: £ r 
ner as n the Breaſt preſented. 


"7 "1 
N 


Tux next 3 of preternatural 1 
is when the Child comes with the Feet fore- 
moſt; and though we have given Directions 
ſo often, to bring! it into this Poſture, in or- 
der to facilitate its Exit; yet when the La- 
bour * in his Poſition „it is neceſſary 
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| Wars, the Child. comes 1 a5 is 
the ufual Phraſe, the Labour is . to 
| many Misfortunes if not p udently e. conducted; 
though by proper Management, it is ca 
of being as expeditious and fortunate, as if the 
Direction were natural. The chief Means 
therefore to make i it ſucceſsful, is to take Care 
that both Feet came together, and that thoſe 
belong to the ſame Child; in order hereto, 
ve muſt obſerve that in this Caſe the Water 
does not gather in ſo round and uniform a 
Bag as when the Head comes; N Ap- 
pearance makes us the more ſtrict in our In- 
quiry, whereby we may frequently feel the 
Feet through the Subſtance of the Womb, 
before the Membranes are broke; which we 
| muſt be very watchful of, for when the Ori- 
fice is ſufficiently dilated; to give Paſſage to 
one Foot, it is moſt commonly thruſt. forth: 
by the Mother's Throws, if not diligently at⸗ 
* 3105 by the Operator: 3 to avoid Which, he 
muſt have his Finger at the Orifice, during 
the whole Time of every Pain; and when 
he perceives one Foot begin ing to ehe 


TrxrATist 


e muſt introduce his Hand into the Womb, 
| 60 the other; if it be near the Orifice' 
wi g parallel to its Fellow, of — Len gth 
with it, and that tlie t Te 


guss 60 Sach dss; 1 
out further Inqui n — . 10 

the ſame Body; and he may immediately 
bring it forth, according to the Directions al- 
ready given, foctbr ging the Child by the 


Warn the de. Foe: is h 
— 1 by every Pain of the Mother; for 
in Proportion as it puſhes one Foot for- 
_ ward, it puts the other ſo much out of the 
Way; and what adds to the Misfortune, is, 
that as the Child advances, the Womb con- 
tracts itſelf on it, which impedes the Leg 
being put back, in order to give a Paſlage to 
the Operator's Hand through the Orifice, to 
find out the ether Foot. © However, if it be 
not advanced very far, it may be eaſily put 
back; and the Operator may ſlide his Hand 
| along this Leg and Thigh, till he comes 
to en by Buttocks ; and bringing it back a- 


nt * he vill be ſure | 
WE 
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<p this- . 
how ere the: Foot 1s ſaffers | 
ed to come forth; as che other, at beſt is not 
eaſily brought. to its Place; the 
doing it is as, follows: II 
into the 

NR come to the Legs which bring 
| the Knee 18 this 

brings the Foot near the Orifice,. which muſt 
be brought forward as far as the other; after 
this the 5 is l e as | before 
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the Orifice firſt begins to dilate, the Knee a 

pears very like the Head, from its — 
kt r and Hardtiefs 3/ and really tb kriow 
the Difference in the Beginning f. Labour, 
is to be acquired 2 Practice than any 
particular Deſcription; but when it is ſo far 
advanced, that the r can be moved 
round it; the Size and da wage? le aue 


* U 


the Labour is thus fat advanced]; for in this, 
as in * u ee Laber, the Dif- 


10 * 
— 
* 
4 * 
£ 
3» 

*. 
. 
* 
Ny 
. 
* 
3 
& 
POR 2 
* 


- 
* 1* 
: 9 nr, 4 #4 1 45 
4 «FX 5 E £ $12 Fi ” We 2 p : i f * F# 2 5 
. - F [ - Eo #4 4 © 8 [95,546 
* 1 wet 85 i 5 £ n , 4 : 


- Wren there i is a Certainty that the Kne 
preſent, the more the Orifice is dilated by 
the Fingers, the leſs will the Child advai 
into the narrow Part of the Pelvis;; and con- 
the more Room there will be for 
the Operator's Hand, to reduce the Feet to 
their r Direction, Which muſt be done 


f * 
2 * 
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Extenſion of the 
— 2 at ge 
wy r the: Manner, in —— to 
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BEFORE we finiſh our Diſcour ſe of Deli. 
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(which oy 7 
found it quite . or elle think Wo- 
men of Holland are formed Pe diffrent 


PA 
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Child N 1 den the Head 3 
poſſitively af that 


Ida cnp:1boobomght: dd together, ith 


as much Eaſe, and infinitely more Safety, than 
ſeparately; at the ſame Time accuſing the 
Ancients of Ignorance, for giving ſuch Di- 
rections; and the Moderns of Cowardice, 
for not xenturing on a Method, "to: much 
: * 6 expeditious and ſafe, . | 

? lr ie to e one e . prac- 
Co Midwifry, how: much Pain and Labour 
£ Woman muſt undergo, to bring forth 
| . Head of a Child by itſelf; (for in that 
conſiſts the whole Difficulty) how great then 
muſt the Torture be, if it were poſſible to 
drag it forth by main Force, with an Arm at 


Act of Inhumanity to attempt it. The Arms 


are brought forth with the greateſt Eaſe, as 
: 2 been __ IE af UK 0 Wy 
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. preferibing 


this Piece of Crucly, 2 to Mother and 
8 : LY 


N each Side; I muſt own I think it the greateſt : 
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Child. Was leſt the -Ortfice of the e 
ſhould contract about the Infant's Neck, and 
thereby run the Riſque of having the Head 
ſeparated from the Body, as has e to 
e and others. 1 5 


Hz FOR not confi that the ak Place 
where the Contraction of the Orifice might 
| hinder the Exit of the Head, is under the 
Chin ; and that there are repeated Directions 
to prevent this Danger, by putting a Finger 


or two into the Child's Mouth, before the | 


Body comes paſt the Shoulders; which ef- 
fectually keeps the Head free from any Haz- 
ard. As for his Aſſertion concerning Pox-— 
TAL, I ſhall never believe that the Accident | 


happened by not bringing forth the Head and | : 


Arms together nor that it was by any means 


from improper Conduct, that the Head was 


ſevered from the Body; fer to my certain 
on. it is as impoſſible to bring a 
Head of a common Sige, through the Pelvis 


of ſome Wacken, „ As to atchieve any other 


Impoſſibility that can be imagined. I brought | 
a Child forth by the Feet, where I was o- 
bliged to ſeparate the Body from the Head ; 


and I don' t think it Vanity to affirm, that it ; 
3233 


nd 
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was not occaſioned by any bad Practice; the 
whole Hiſtory of which f ſhall be 80 in e 
rune * a 

1 
Bf” F the Difficulties KOFI we. hi hitherto 

recited, from the unfortunate Situations of 

the Infant in the Womb, may be allowed to 
be extraordinary; how much then muſt every 

Circumſtance be aggravated; when this grie- 

vous Accident happens, to two or more Chil- 

dren at once in the ame Womb; here the 
; Mother, each Child, 'and the Operator alſo, 
are particularly embarraſſed; the Water js 

very ſmall in Quantity; the C Operator's Hand 
has not Room to exert itſelf; the wrong Si- 4 
tuation of one, hinders the ſetting right of 8 
the other; in ſhort every ae of the 1 
os adds to the Diſtreſs of the other, 


Ir has ans - def 8 ne- 
ceſlary it is for a re Practifing Midwi- 


„ 


ho eee of all his Operations ; ; ed | 
here A RE that Caution is ſtrictly neceſ- 

for when he firſt enters his Fingers 
F: into o the Womb, wo: will probably find ſuch a 
| ES Confuſion 
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on of Hands and Feet, as may well 
amaze the moſt ſtcady minded Perſon, 


In this Situation of Affairs, the . 
2 firſt diſtinguiſh perfectly between Hands 
and Feet, by the Characteriſticks already laid 
down; and taking hold of the F oot next 
the Orifice, or rather that which is moſt diſ- 
engaged, ſeparate it as much as poſſible from 
any Interruption ; and ſlide his Hand along 

ü the Leg and Thigh, till he goes as far as the 
Child's Body, where he muſt move his Fin- 
gers to the oppoſite Thigh, which with the 

Leg he muſt bring to a 1 rallel Direction 
with the other; and in what Situation ſoever 
they be, they muſt be brought to the Orifice, 

according to the particular Directions already 

given for each Purpoſe, when we N 

| but one n in _ Womb. 7 


Ir may tag be demanded Ko it is to 

| be diſcovered by the firſt Examination, whe- 
| ther there 'be really two or more Children 
in the Womb; I anſwer that it is impoſli- 
ble to be certain of it, except you can feel 
two Bodies or two Heads; however it is ab- 


ſolutely * _ the Child is in a pre- 
ternatural 


; 


* 
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ternatural Poſture, to act with the ſame Can- 


tion as if there were a Certainty of Twins; 


for ſuppoſe that upon the Eruption of the 5 
Waters, two Feet ſhould preſent to the Orifice, 
and that the Operator perceives no Interrupti- 

on to the Extraction; ſhould this Child be 
immediately brought forth . No; for it may 
very poſlibly happen that there is another, and 


perhaps with its Head between the firſt One's 


Thigh and LE 


of the other Side; this, at 


1.0 ſame Time makes ſure of the Feet of one : 
5 and d alſo diſcovers if there be . T Thing 2 


44 . : 
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which, if they were drawn forth in 
this Manner, both muſt be deſtroy yed before 
the Mother could be delivered. The diffe- 
tent Circumſtances whereby one may be 
deceived in this reſpect, may be varied infi- 
nitely; as a Hand and a Foot coming ſingly, 
or a Foot of different Bodies, and ſo forth; 
wherefore the Operator muſt omit nothing 
Y whereby he may -be convinced. of the Cer- - 
tainty of what be is going about; and the 
ſure Way to avoid theſe dangerous Miſtakes, 
is by fliding his Hand from one Foot, along 
the Leg and Thigh, till he comes to the Bo- 
dy, and ſo bringing back his Hand by the 
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in the _ char might mped 


£ n far! FO 1 Kithfully d Aclivered MY 


2 to the beſt of my Abilities) all that 


occurred to me in relation to. preternatural 


| Deliveries, where the Operators Hand is ca- 
pable of affording Relief; the only Thing 


that now remains, before we come to thoſe 


| Labours where we are neceſſitated 'to -uſe 
Inſtruments, is the ee 1 a eg of 
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A Mole or Falfe-Conception, is a inte : 


Subſtance growing in'the Matrix, from what 


Cauſe I ſhall leave to others to decide; our 


preſent Intention being only to extract it as 


an extraneous Body. It is of different Sizes 


in different Perſons, according to the Time 
it has been in the Womb, in ſome: weighing 


not above an Ounce, in others perhaps Forty ; 


the longer it remains in the Womb, the lar- 
ger it grows, and conſequently the more dan- 


gerous; it adheres to the Womb like the 
Placenta, but has no Funis continued to it; 


the Formation of it, is ee. attended 
. 1 Symptoms of Pregn ncy, but its 
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REATISE 


Cont ce is uncertain z ſometi es coming 

. like an Abortion, at the End of two, 
three, or four Months, with the ſame Diſ- 

| charges of Blood, though commonly more 

l | violent; meme it remains many Years, 

1 and s Scirrhous; which Diſpoſition it 

|  communicatesto the Womb, 0 that its * 5 


© | bh W Bi heme Months it it is in ebe to „. 
LE tinguiſh between a true and falſe Concep 
TH tion, the ſame Symptoms being common to 
both; but in about three Months, if the Pa-= 
LY. tient inſtead of having her Belly -grow full, 
At and ſomewhat large, perceives a particula 
_ Hardneſs, being a little fore in the lower 
Part of her Belly, between the Navel and Os 
Pubis, then there is Reaſon to ſuſpect a 
F alſe- Conception which is confirmed in 
five Months at moſt, by her not becoming 
quick as it is uſually expreſſed ; for it has no 
Motion except what is communicated to it 
by the Action of her who bears it; for When 
ſhe uſes any extraordinary kind of Exerciſe, 
this is moved, which from its Weight is ve- 
ry perceivable to ber 3 To that many have 
| _ nn, r * n and 


* = I T. * by 
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As ſoon as the Exiſtence of this extra- 
er it . 


— of ſuch — as the 
ſhall think proper, and by the Surgeons 
Fand; but a Perſon ſhould be very cautious 
how the interferes in a Matter of ſuch Con- 
* bam hs 2 Tune o 


8 =— 5 | s 

, 2 % * 4 

mi FI: - „ 0-14 | 3 
} 
; 


away before the End of nine Months, after 
that is, "with an 
, either with or with- 


the Hand muſt ba 
into * Womb, and its Contents whatever 
wed ; if it ben Mele, 


it mt be brough away after the ſame. man- 


vis, when the Funis 
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it continues after nine Months, wither hav- 


ing apparent Motion, it muſt be brought a- 


way with all ſpeed, for the longer it remains 
the ſtronger is its Adheſion to the Womb, 

and: conſequently. the more difficult its Ex- 
traction; which muſt be brought about by 
the Help of Medicines as above, whereby if 
poſlible to promote ſame Diſcharge of Blood 
from the Womb ; which at the fame Time 


_ forwards the Relaxation of the Orifice, and 


facilitates | the Separation; which muſt be 
_ farther promoted by dilating the Orifice 
with the Finger as has been often deſcribed. ; 
and ſo extracting as above; obſerving ſtrict 


p not to leave any Part how ſmall ſoever in 


the Womb, for that might produce the like 


Accidents as if the whole were WARE behind. 


o * how e one e may 1 . 
ed in. Matters of this kind, I will trouble the 


Reader with the Hiſtory of a nn whom ö 


| A - ivered of a Fal Conception: . 


In n 1746 1 Tas Gnt or —_ 15 5 


which Purpoſe. I v was: to 
befare, from wil >h 1 2 
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riod; having not the leaſt Relax : 

Vagina or Os Tincæ, I left her for the Space 
of three Hours, in which Time I delivered 
another Woman; on my Return her Pains 


of del . = 137 


Ed her, and always found her reaſonably wel, 


and as it was her firſt, have aſked ber if th 
Child's Motion was ſtrong and lively ; ſhe 
anſwered, that ſhe was no Judge of that Par- 


- ticular, but that ſhe conſtantly felt it ſtir. 1 


found her Pains come on bit very flow, and 
a ſmall Appearance of Blood at every Pe- 


tion of 


were much increaſed, but not the leaſt Dila- 


tation; in ſhort every Circumſtanoe contribu- 
ted to make me imagine that it would turn 

out ſuch a Labour as —— whete the Sternum 

| preſented, with n remarkable Difference, 

that whenever I touched the Orifice, thou gh 

never ſo lightly, ſhe roared extravagantly, 


complaining of a moſt extraordinary Pain 


which it cauſed in her Back, this really hin- 


was neceflary ; for her Friends thought I'did 
_ ſomething very cruel at every Examination. 
= Thus we went on for twelve Hours, at the 


End of which Time, I gave her a quieting 


Draught, which compoſed her for an Hour 


and a 6k and intively removed that terrible 
Camphint 
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Complaint when the - Orifice was touched; 
| wherefore | I proceeded with all convenient 
Speed to dilate the Parts; upon the firſt. En- 
trance of my Finger, I was much ſur _ 
to feel nothing-but a ſoft fleſhy. . 1 1 
knew it was not the Placenta, as the Diſ- 
ce of Blood was very in inconſiderable; and 
> reaſonable to imagine, if there was any 

_ extraneous Body contained in the Womb with 
the Child, that. it would not come foremoſt 


bow. long fince the felt it Sin: ahi: — | 
that ſhe had felt it within the Space of half 
an Hour; which put it beyond all doubt, as 
e 9 _ there was a. Child 

fered, — L attempted: but could. voc. by 

Reaſon, of its Size, till I had: divided 5 
three Parts by breaking it with myHand ;/ 


when they were extracted: I was more. than 
ever ee to find _ 3 pf wn quite 


| in — this kind; ir alſo 5 another 
funding c. the Mother's Efforts, 80. 
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HE remaining Part of this 


luſtration of that Part of Midwifry, 
where the Mother's Life: is: not to be ſaved, | 


Taz Reaſon form ro — 


occaſionally with other 
was firſt to avoĩd — by: having: too 

many Things together; I alſo thought, chat 
malte nm to "ay races "WOW Inftru- | 


Man-Midwife if v9 va 4s boi every 


other reſpect, and his Judgement and Sagacity 
perfectly confirmed, before he even thinks of 
the Uſe of Inſtruments: For a young Practi- | 
tioner ſhould ſeriouſly:and with the 
Deliberation, conſider the doubtful, nay rea 
gerous Conſequences of it; that it is abſolute 
Danger. not to ſay Death to the Child, and 
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ſhall be wholly taken up in the II- 
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ao Mother is never wanting in her Share of 
the Riſque; wherefore I cannot help owning 
that though I have gone through the forego- 
Ing Part of this Treatiſe with great Hleaſure, 
yet what is to come ſtrikes me Sky Horror : 
For in the firſt Place, it is very terrible to re- 
flect on the deſperate Circumſtances of the 
wretched Patient in this Extremity: And 
ſecondly, leaſt I ſhould even ſeem, by any 
unfortunate. Expreſſion, to incourage | this 
Practice, except when abſolutely unavoida- 
ble; that is, an, when there is a Certainty 
of the Infant being dead, and alſo, that (from ; 
ſome Cauſes: Ce: to be mentioned} there 
is no Poſſibility of bringing it forth by the 
Help of Hands only; for the Child's Death 
is not a ſufficient Warrant for the Uſe of In- 
ſtruments; the Mother being ſubje& to their 
ill Effects, as well as the Child, though not 
in ſo great a Degree; for let us conſider the 
Condition of the Patient, when there are 
ſharp Hooks, Knives of various Kinds, For- 
ceps, &c. thruſt into the Womb, and beyond 
the certain Direction of our Hands that are to 
put them in Action; let us alſo conſider at 
the ſame Time, how impoſlible it is for a 
poor Creature under the moſt dreadful Ap- 
bp Luna 
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prehenſions, to avoid ſtarting at every Motion 
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of theſe foreign Materials in her Body; a . | 


the Conſequences of ſuch. ſtarting, at the In- 
ſtant that the Inſtrument is acting with the x 2 
above Diſadvantages, is better imagin | 
expreſſed ; the leaſt Scratch on hes inner 
Coat of the Womb 4 nem 19 8ũ I 1 
en Damage. b tort! „ 
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' SconDLY, if tata be fafficient 1 ©. 
excite. our Humanity and Circumſpection 
when the Child is dead, how inf nitely muſt 
it be increaſed when it is living? Here we 
have not only the Mother's Danger to fear, 
but even the Murder of an innocent Babe. 
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Dreadful Apprehenſion - If through -Raſh- ” 


neſs, Fear of loſing Reputation by the Mo- 


ther's bad Succeſs, or in ſhort; through Ig- „ 


norance, we ſhould; bring a miſerable, help- 
leſs Infant to an untimely End; and that by 


Reflection, we ſhould become ſenſible of our ü | 


Error, what a Life of agonizing - Remorſe 
muſt we lead for ever after! And how ſhould . 
we expect to anſwer it to our Creator, -by - 
whoſe providential Care we eſcaped _ yt b 

. A Murderer of de Nd n 
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Norwrrzsr Ax DING that I would -uſe 
all my Endeavours to deter Men from the 
mall and imprudent dent” Practice of inftrumental 
ations in Midwifry ; yet it is not to be 
denied, but that ſuch Operations are very uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, when undertaken with 
"Cantiani, Skill and Prudence; and that, even 
he Child is alive: For the Advantage 
ewch greater dun is unh mag rined ; the 
general Opinion being, that we Ns the Mo- 
ther by deſtroying the Child, who otherwiſe 
might have lived; but I fay' the Matter is 
not ſtrictiy ſo; for where the Deſtruction of 
the Child in neceflary, (as (doubtleſs it ſome- 
: times is) in this Caſe if it were deferred, both 
muſt certainly periſh in a ſhort Time; ſo 
lat the Mother is ſaved by the Child's dying 
TO: — than of — 


ren — a ty therefore, is to 
judge the exact Time when this is neceflary ; 

and I muſt declare my Opinion, that it is too 
great an Undertaking, for any one Man ſing- 


„„ 5 17 


Mind and his Conſcience are at eaſe, and his 
Reputation remains free from Cenſure. Both 
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ly to reſolve on, eſpecially where there ate 


- others to conſult with:z wherefore it is mach 
to be wiſhed, that it were more the Faſhion, 
to call in the Aſſiſtance of another Perſon, 
when the Caſe is in this Degree of Perplexity, 55 
for it is very reaſonable to imagine, that the 
moſt experienced in this may 
have need of a concurring Fe ee, when 
his Thoughts are confuſed, perhaps by the 
Loſs of his Reſt, hard Labour, being four 
| and twenty Hours or more in the ſame Cham- 
ber, hearing the Cries and Moaning of the 
Patient, and being obliged to anſwor the 
many abſurd Queſtions of the By-ſtanders, 


and in ſhort, by the great Diſtraction that 


muſt be the Reſult of the whole Affair; in 
this Caſe I fay, it is hardly poſſible that a 
Man can have the diſtin& Exerciſe of his rea» 
ſoning Faculties, at this Time ſo particularly 


requiſite; if a ſecond Perſon free from theſe 
Inconveniencies agrees in his Opinion, his 


Phyſicians age rgeons call in others af their 


Profeſſion, t «conſult in all doubtful Caſes, 


2 of having | 


their Judgement | in 2 Nees called in 


— ; 


\ 


4 Tazanict 


two * are at once at * 


Ts HERE DIGG Tg many more een 


: produced to prove the Neceſſity of Conſulta- 


tion, in the Practice of Midwifry, yet not- 
withſtanding all this, it is ſo little the Cuſ- 


Queſtion; and how much greater muſt” 5 
| Neeeflity of it be in 'our _ _ where | 


tom, that a Man who thinks it his Duty, 


cannot do it without the Imputation of Igno- 


rance; for my Part, J have often deſired the 
Opinion of my Brethren in doubtful Caſes, 
where I thought it neceſſary to deſtroy the 
Child; and I have found that I have been 


ed by the Patient's Friends, alledging „ 


that I was incapable of my Buſineſs in Mat- 
ters of Difficulty, without the Aſſiſtance of 


ſome other Perſon ; and that ſurely there ne- 
ver was a Man-Midwife who had Occaſion 


for another's Help ; this has been affirmed to 


mee more than once, by ſome of my Friends 

7 5 who had accidentally heard it; though I al =": 
ways tell the Patient's Huand, or ſome 
near Relation, my Opinion of the Matter; 


\ 


and that I would chuſe, for their Satisfaction 


as well as 29 own, to have: the Concurrence | 


6 


: 


& 
X ee BG 
* * 
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& another's. e baſes pr * 4 
25 any, Opel of 5 Kind. „ 


Ir aint has fo i on this oc 
may ſerve as a Warning to young Beginners, 
we may the more boldly proceed to the Per- 
| formance of our Operations, beginning with 
thoſe which. JE. leaſt of N 1 
+ 


* 8 Tt 1 1 La- 
5 has ſucceeded ſo well, that the Head of 
the Child has made its Way through the 
Bones of the Pelvis, that it cannot however 
come forward, by Reaſon of the extraordi- 
nary. Conſtrittion of the external Orifice of. 
the Vagina; ſo that the Head, after it has 
_ paſſed the Bones, thruſts the Fleſh and To- 
teguments before it, as if it were contained 
in a Purſe; in which Condition if it conti- 
nues long, the Labour will become dange- 
rous, by the Orifice of the Womb contracting 
about the Child's Neck; wherefore it muſt 
be dilated if poſſible by the. Fingers, and 
forced over the Child's Head; if this cannot 
be accompliſhed, there a be an Inciſion 
made towards che Anus with a Fair of crook 

LL ed 
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ed Probe- Sizars; introducing one Blade 7" x 
tween the lead and Vagina, as far as ſhall 
be thought neceſſary for the preſent Purpoſe, 
and the Buſineſs is done at one Pinch, by 
which the whole Body vill "IP. come 
forth. 


Ar rx the Dey the Wound muſt 
be taken Care of; if the Inciſion be made ſo 
near the Rectum as to weaken its Contraction, 
the Wound muſt be united by a Stitch, at 
the ſame Time leaving ſome of it open at the 
Orifice of the Vagina, which muſt be pre- 


ſeryed. ſo, by keeping ſome Lint between the © 


: Lips, by which' means we may prevent the 
Wound be not very long, there is no need 
of a Stitch, but on the contrary it muſt be 
kept open by the Intervention of a Piece of 
Lint, till both Lips heal ſeparately; ; this 
L int muſt be dipt in ſome vulnerary Oint- 
ment, and a Comp reſs dipt in Brandy over 
it, which muſt be ofien changed on nt ; 
of the Diſcharge of the SHOE: | Hope Eng 


WI have belbre 3 400 thi Orifice : 
: the Womb, from the Cicatrix of ſome 


former 


like Inconvenience another Time; if the "x 


the Work will certainly b by proper A 
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PIRIE Wound or Laceration, may be very 
flow and troubleſome in its Dilatation; how- 
ever as the Impediment is but in one n 


from the Fingers be performed; ber it ſome- | 


Chance for ſaving either Mother or Child, 
but by making an Inciſion through the affes 


bar 


pens, it is not much to be ſuſpecte 155 
the Operation is obnoxious to the mꝭſt me- 


exceedingly nervous, nearly 


the Diſpoſition of a Tendon, being whitiſh, © 


times happens though very rarely, that this 


Orifice becomęs Scirrhous, and that, to ſuch 
a Degree, that it will admit of no Dilatation; 
when this is abſolutely the Caſe, there is no 


ed Part. However, as this very ſeldom hap- 
:d ; and as 


lancholly Conſequences, it ſhould: never be 
determined on from one Opinion only, ex- 
cept in a Country Place where there is no 


ſecond Perſon to conſult with; for we muſt 


confider in the firſt Place, that this Part is 
approaching to 


hard, and its component Fibres in a conſtant = 


State of Contraction; and conſequently being 


wounded, would produce all the Symptoma- 
tical Effects, that ſuch Parts are capable of, 
with many additional Aggravations from By e 
near Alliance to all the other Viſcera. Se.. 

= condly, : 
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condly, as it is continuous to the Inteſtinum 
Rectum on one Side, and the Bladder on the 
other; what Danger muſt they be in of be- 
ing wounded alſo ? Eſpecially as we cannot 
have the Eye for: our Guide, nor even the 
Hands but in a very confined Manner, Third- 
ly, ſuppoſe the Part be ſcirrhous; it is very 
likely that this may hinder the Wound from 
Healing for ever after, which will be a con- 
ſtant Reproach to the Operator ; for the ill- 
natured World will never conſider the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Action; and the Patient” 8 
Friends eſpecially, will calumniate him, as 


much as lies in their Power ; which may 
certainly be obviated, by having the Concur- 
rence of one or more of 2 _ * in 
Conſultation. "£7 e 


Tursz 0 deg 8 ach 
ed, if it be determined that there muſt be an 
Inciſion made in the Orifice, being Scirrhous; 
it muſt be done by placing the Patient on der 7 
| Knees as in other preternatural Labours ; 
firſt taking Care that the Rectum and Blad- 
der, may be emptied of their Contents; both 
which may be brought to paſs by the Help 
* a Clyſter, as Hing to ſtool will excite the 

1 „„ "_— 
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Diſcharge by Uring ; and then introducing 
the F ore-finger of the Left Hand, through | 
the Vagina to the Orifice, having its Back to 
the pubis; ; with the Right Hand introduce 
a ſtreight Biſtory of ſufficient Length, having 
a Button at the End; by the Direction of 
the Finger already in the Vagina, having the . 
Edge towards the Finger; this buttoned End 
muſt be thruſt very ps into the Orifice, 
and then the Inciſion made very leiſurely to- 
wards the Rectum; this Inciſian muſt, be 
Proportioned to the preſent Exigency of Af- 
fairs; the greater the Extent of the Scirrhus, 
by fo much muſt the Solution of Continuity 
be increaſed ; taking all the Care imaginable 
not to cut ſo far as to go; through the Sub- 
ſtance of the Womb to the Rectum; but as 
theſe Parts grow thick in Propontign. to the 
Exceſs of the Scirrhus, as the Orifice of the | 
Womb is brought very near that of the Va- 
gina, by the Patient's Throws, and as it may 
well be imagined that no one will undertake 
ſuch an Operation, who is not cap ble. of 
making a Judgement of thoſe concurring 
Circumſtances, from his general Knowledge 
in Surgery; I fay from theſe Reflections, it is 
2⁰ be 2 that Wag is no Danger of hun- 
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| ing or deſtroying any. Part, but 5 what 
{OB r ee | 


Arres the Inddin K far as the 
8 3 Operator thinks he may venture, he 
muſt then dilate with his Finger, ſo as to get 
' - Admiſſion for his Hand into the Womb, in 
order to bring away the Child by the Feet; 
for after what is paſt, he muſt not think 


to wait for the Mother's ee to bring-it 


5 r the Dilley, the Wound ey 
'be regarded ; however, there is not very 
much to be done for it, during the firſt three 


_ 


'or four Days of the Lochial Diſcharge, EX= 
cept ſome particular Symptom ſhould require 
it: If the Patient ſhould have great Pain in 
that Part, and perhaps conſequently be con- 
_ © "pulſed; then indeed, there muſt be anodine 
emolient Injections immediately made uſe of, 
while the Phyſician does his Part, by ordering 
ſiuch ee e as 55 en think 7 


EE 


| Pans ths Patient, 4 daneben 
due, . 16 can * we ſaying good Fortune, 
* nf may 


* 
x, * * 
* 
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may recover after this terrible Operation ; 
but when we conſider the primitive bad Diſ- 
poſition of the Womb, and what it has now 
ſuffered, there is no great Reaſon to hope for 
Succeſs ; of which her Friends ſhould always 
be apprized; if Matters ſhould turn out well, 
the Surprize will * much the more a greea- 
33 „ 


Tu E —_ a Cale i in \ Midwifry, 
is when the Child; though coming in a na- 
tural Direction, cannot be brought forth, ei- 
ther on Account of its extraordinary Size, or 
the bad Form of the Pelvis through which 
it is to paſs; here the moſt exact Nicety of 
our Judgement is particularly neceſſary; if 

the Child cannot come forth by the natural 
Means, it muſt either be brought away by 


Force, or both Mother and it muſt periſh; 


which of theſe twa Evils. IS, to be choſen, . 
think admits of no doubt; but: the Difficul- 
ty ariſes. concerning the Time that this is to 
be done; if there be no obvious Diſtortion 4 
in the ie it is impoflible to deter- 
mine either FM the Size of the Head or De- 
menſions of the Pelvis, whether it can come 
forward, for a Moment of b Torts. will, pro- 
1285 Re duce 


a 


9 


wo 0 Taxranion 


duce moſt ſurpriſing Alterations in that re- = 
ſpe& ; therefore the only Direction we can 


depend on, is the Patient s Strength, for 


while that laſts, there are Hopes; but when 
we find this much exhauſted, ſhe muſt be 


Delivered immediately by ſome Means or o- 


ther; we diſcover the Decay of Strength, 
by the Time ſhe has been in Labour, by 
the Abſence of her Pains, a Coldneſs ſei- 
fing her Limbs, her Voice becoming feeble ſo 


as ſcarcely to be heard, a depreſſed intermit- 


ting Pulte, TUppocratic Face, | and fo forth. | 


Have already endeavoured, as e as 

the Compaſs of theſe Sheets would admit of, 
to ſet forth the Advantages of Conſultation 
In theſe i important Caſes ; I ſhall therefore ſay 


no more on that Head; 40 that when it is de- 


termined that the Patient can hold out no 
longer in her preſent Circumſtances, the 
Child muſt be extracted by ſuch Inſtruments 


as ſhall be thou ght moſt convenient "oy the 
2 Exigency, | EL 


Ir the Expu Bon be NOOR) why bY the 


Diſproportion of Size in the Head and Pelvis, 
. the Mother 8 Weakneſs ; * not from 


any 
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uny Diſtortion i in the Form; and if chere be - 
any Reaſon to imagine that the Child is liv- 1 
ing, or rather if there be not a Certainty of 
its Death ; in this Caſe, I fay, the beſt adapt- : 
ed mument; is the large Forceps, which is 
in general Uſe all over Europe; wherefore it 
needs no particular Deſeription; however it 
may not be amiſs to give ſome Hints as to 
the Choice of them: We muſt firſt obſerve, 
that the two Extremities of that Part of the 


Inſtrument which is to take hold of the Head, 
ſhould not approach too near each other; 


Secondly, that there ſhould not be too great 
a Space between the Middle of the two Sides 

compoſing this ſame Part, that is to ſay, that 
the two Sides which are to take hold of the 


Child's Head, ſhould form an oblong. Oval, 


rather than approach i in the leaſt to a Circle; ; 


; by obſerving this Precaution, the Child's Life 


may be often ſaved, for Inſtance: It is viſt 5 


ble at firſt Sight, which Part of this I 


ment is deſigned for taking hold of . Head; 55 


the Head, ſo that its Extremities at cles . 


and that each Branch of it muſt ge 


about the Neck; no if theſe Ends approach 


too near to abt other, they may very poſſi- ro 
by ſtrangle the Child; and — if theſe 


two 


l 
„* * 


* Prog 
— : 


„ i 
* * 
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Branches be too much bent, 10 that 
15 an the Axis to their Extremities, they ap- 

proach too near unto a Circle; then the Mo- 
ther is in Danger of having the Vagina bruiſ- 
ed, by prefling forcibly againſt the Oſſa Iſ- 
chia ; whereas if their Form was more ob- 
long, the Preſſure would be chiefly on the 
Child's Head, which Nature deſigned it ſhould 
endure on this Occaſion, and therefore form- 
_ the Den of the Cranium accordingly, 


77 ine thus 1 we proceed to the 
Operation by placing the Patient on her 
Knees, as before directed; always taking 
great Care to conceal the matter from her, by 

eee wee and pron ang e Pe- | 


pi i, which i the A Axis on — ä — 
here we — Ane. (for nothing muſt be 
that this Cen er- pin e. only i into one Side 
of the Forceps, the other being left free to 
IG move on it, the Uſe of this Obſervation will 


that Side: of the Forceps. whoſe Perforation 
tea Skrew, (being warmed and oil. 


3 
2; I's 


3 


ntly:; the Operator muſt take 


W 


© 
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on in his left Hand, and by. the. Help of the 
right, introduce it into the Vagina on the 
3 Side, having its concave Surface next 


the Child's Head, thruſting it forward gent- 


ly, till he finds the End of it has gone as 


far as the Neck of the Infant; in this Poſi - 


tion, the Handle of the e will be 
at the left Side, where: it muſt be held ve- 
ry firmly by the left Hand, not ſuffering it 
to move either up or down, which it will be 


very apt to do; while he introduces the o- 


ther with the right Hand only, at the left 
Side of the Vagina, directly oppoſite to its 
Fellow in every Reſpect, leaving the Handle 
of the firſt uppermoſt, which this muſt ne- 
ceſſarily interſect, thruſting it forward as far 
as the other, till their Articulation meets 
then putting the Pin through the u ppermoft, | 
it 1krews into the one beneath; Ke 44 they 
come together, ſo as to be able to faſten in 

+, the Skrew-pin, the whole Difficulty of the 
| Operation is over; then the Operator muſt 
pull by che ud Handles of the Forceps, 
With ſuch a Force, as the Neceſſity of the 


© Caſe requires, till he has brought the Head 
into the World; and quittin g the _—_ 
AN take hold us the — in his 
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and bring it forth as in a natural Delivery: © 2 
If the Difficulty pr roceeds from the Smallneſs 
of the Peſſage * the Pelvis, the Shoul- 
ders Sly ſtop ;, in this Caſe he 
' muſt endeavour to bring them forth, by in- 
7 troducing a Finger under each Arm- pitt as : 
formerly directed; if this does pot ſucceed, 
the Handles of the. af ove Forceps, are per- 
fectly well contrived for this Purpoſe, having 
an Hook at each End; "which are very eaſily 
put under the Axillæ, whereby the Child is | 
infallibly drawn forth, if not OR; * | 
ck * 125 | | | 


Br the 400 Method t the Child is — — | 
"OE ht forth alive, nay ' it is my Opinion, 
that — a ſtrict Obſervance of every Par- 
ticular of the above Precautions, how trifling 
- ſoever ſome of them may appear, that the 
Infant will never be deſtroyed by this Inſtru- 
ment; but this much muſt be allowed, that 
the Child is moſt commonly dead before we 
come to the Operation, ene the Inſtru 
ment my be * ane og 2 
a tn; ahe Eikbellence: of 
pe, yet there are . ales where 
„ 


. 


with the additional Bulk of this Force 


| HP Head comes AY e eee not 5 


— * 


5 and cannot be uſed. 


"Finn ar. A5 dot be uſed, when, - 
there is a Certainty r 8 82 Wn. 1 
ready mentioned, off 
| Secondly; it cannot 53 
pediment & from ang 
that form the Pelvis. ＋ hirdly, when it pro- 
| ceeds from the Nafrowneſs of the. Pelvis, 
cat is, when tlie Sacrum and Pubis are too 
near each other. Fourthly, when the Head | 
has been ſo long in the Paſſage, that the cir- | 
cumjacent Parts are ſwoln. Fifthly-and laſt- 
ly, when by any Means the Head cannot ad- 


vance ſo far as to be within reach of the In- . 
ſtrument. 


„ TO OS 


- Now we muſt cont that this Fas 
thous very happily contrived for the Safety 

of the Child, yet at the ſame Time it is Ve- 
- oP capable of hurting the Mother; for it is 


: allowed in the firſt Place, that os. Head 
from its Size cannot make its Way through 
the Paſſage; yet it is brought away by Force, 
ps at 
each Side of it, which certainly muſt pres 
| very bard on the We; and en 


7 
* 
0 
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muſt be much bruiſed ; however we would 
_ willingly run the Riſque of that, in Hopes of 
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the Parts between the Iron and theſe Bones, 


ſaving the Child's Life, which I have often 
done by the Help of this Inſtrument. But 


-why ſhould we ſubject the wretched Patient 
to this Danger when the Child is really dead ? 


er Method 


eſpecially as there is a much 


of doing the Bufineſs, both for the Mother 
and Operator, as ſhall be thewn preſently, 


when we have given Reaſons why this In- 


ſtrument cannot t be woah in dhe Caſes above- 


mentioned. 5 1 - 


TuIs aria is 61 no Uſe "0 4 


Diſtortion of ſome of the Bones of the Pel- 


vis obſtructs the Paſſage: For if the two 


Sides of it cannot be introduced at each Side 
of the Head in a direct pai allel Line, the 

Joint whereby they are united, cannot be 
brought together, ſo as to ſkrew in, the a= 
bove- mentioned Pin; and conſequently they 
cannot take hold of the Head. I think there 
needs no Argument to prove how eaſily the 


Diſtortion of the Pelvis may Sans this 


* 24 o 2 A - 
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Wurn the Hindrance of the Birth is from 
the Pubis and Sacrum being too near each 

other, the Head can never come forward e- 
| nough to be within the Influence of this In- 

: ale - for from 4his Mechaniſm of ak .- 

and the Nature of the whole Operation, it is 

evident that the Head muſt be far advanced 

| in the age how TIO 8 can v;be: 885 
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n N 45 Gump Parts are n ; 
tis impoſſible to introduce the Inſtrument 
into the Vagina; I delivered a Woman who | 
had ſuch a Swelling of the Pudendum, that 
it was with Difficulty I 'could introduce a 
Finger into the Orifice of the Vagina, of 


which we ſhall have" a fuller Account 18975 

i PRE whos an is intra 
we muſt now conſider of another, applicable 
to each particular Caſe; beginning with the 
dead Child, vrhich from all the Conſidera- 
tions already delivered, cannot SOM: N w_ 


gs by e w_ . r TR. 
ne: Mr. 
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Mr. MauxIic RAU has invented a Ma- 
4 for this Purpoſe, to which he has bien 5 
the Name of Tire-Tete; of which he has gi 
ven Figures in his Book of Midwifry ; he . 
rects to en an Inciſion between the Sutures, 
large ei to give Paſſage to a round Plate, 
which is to be introduced into the Cranium ; 
this Opening is to be made by a broad two- 
edged Knife, of which he alſo gives .a Fi- 
+, gure ; for the Remainder of the Operation I 

refer to his Book, thus much being ſufficient 
for our preſent Purpoſe ; wherefare. let us 
now conſider how far this e er 
4 pos. | | 


& oo 


Turk muſt be a aw: deal of 
Trouble and Time taken up, to bring this 
Inſtrument into a State of Action ; firſt, there 
is a Difficulty in diſcovering the N, for 
it is not the Fontanel that preſents ; but that 
Part of the Head which is generally called the 
Crown; which is the Meeting of the Lamb- 
doidal and Sagittal Sutures, where it is by 
no Means an eaſy Matter to make an Inci- 
ſion large enough for the Admiſſion of this 
TIE, for it muſt be made directly oppoſite 
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| tedious and difficult Operation to fh this 


| - and after that, there are many Skrews 
and other Materials to be applied; in ſhort tis 


too complexed a Piece of Buſineſs to be uſed _ 


on this Occafion, and it will, appear ſtill more 
ſo, when it is proved that after the Inciſion, 
there is no Neceſſity for the Application of 
it; for by this Opening, the greateſt Part of 
the Brain may be evacuated, ſo as to leſſen 
the Size of the Skull, in ſuch a Manner that 
you may take hold of it with your Hand, 
and bring forth the Child without the 15 
of any other n 
I 
Pn. . together with. Mr. 8 
Mae! s eaſy Method of directing an Inciſi- 
on to be — in the Cranium, the Reader 
may well imagine that the Extraction of the 
dead Child, (even in the worſt Circumſtances) 
s a very eaſy Operation; but I hope to make 
him ſenſible how very remiſs our Author was, 
in making ſo flight of this firſt Part of his O- 
peration ; where he directs the opening to be 
made by an Inſtrument. which he boaſts to be 
of his own Invention. in. the Form of the 
os End hs a op 4 W are his own 
3 Words 85 


* ok; the Raſhneſs of which | is r furpri 
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ſing. | 


LA r us conſider now, even when the 
Head is within two or three Inches of the 
World, without the additional Aggravations 
of ſwelling Cc. What Danger muſt the Mo- 
ther be in of being wounded, at the Introduc- 
tion of this two-edged Weapon? And how 
impoſſible muſt-it be for her to efcape, when 
by any of the above-mentioned Evils, the 
Head is at a great Diſtance from the external 
Orifice of the Vagina, or incloſed by the 
above Swelling? This will appear plain- 
er, when we conſider that the Texture 
of the Vagina is ſuch, that though it will 
give Paſhge. to a large Body, yet if we 
introduce a Body into it no bigger than a 
Gooſe-Quill, jt will be contiguous to the 
Vagina on all Sides; ſo that there is never 
an actual ſubſiſting N in it, except by 
the Intervention of ſome foreign Subſtance; 
add to this the Patient's conſtant Motion of 
her Poſteriors, from her Pain, Weakneſs, 
and terrible Apprehenſions; and what muſt 
be the Conſequence of the leaſt Motion of 
thoſe Parts, when this Knife is naked in the 


Vagina? ? 


/ 


F M1DWirny, 


paint to his own Imagination, the dreadful 
Danger of a diſtreſſed Patient in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, in much livelier Colours than is in 
my Power to expreſs, whereby he may be 
inclined to favour any Attempt, how "weak 
ſoever, to prevent this ene | 


Nerwrr rn Abet he bees aid, 
the ſafeſt and moſt eaſy Method of extract- 
ing the Child under the above- mentioned 
Misfortunes, is by evacuating the Brain, by 
an Inciſion in the Cranium, betw¾een the Su- 
tures; wherefore our preſent Duty is to en- 
deavour to diſcover ſome Means, whereby 
this Method may be purſued, without run- 


Vagina? I hope the humane Reader will! 


ning the Riſque of hurting or deſtroying the 


Patient; in order to which, I . beg yy 
to o give the following Hiſtory. 1 

1 June 1738, 1 war Witt for to Uk Af: 
; fiſtance. of a Woman on the upper Comb, 
who had been in Labour two Days and a8 
many Nights; the Midwife who attended 
her told me, that notwithſtanding her Pains 
were very ſtrong during the whole Time, 


yet us could not determine what Part of the 
bonne , "Mz __m 
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Child preſented, which upon Inquiry, 1 dd 
not much wonder at; for the Space between 
the Os Sacrum and Pubis was ſurpriſingly _ 
narrow, inſomuch that the ſmall Portion of 
the Head, which was forced between them, 
by the long Contmuance of her exceſfive 
Pains, was not above two Inches thick. 
Though there was no Doubt of the Child 
being dead, and though there was no Me- 
thod of bringing it forth but by evacuating 
the Brain; yet to avoid Cenſure, I told her 
Friends the State of her Condition, and at 
the ſame Time deſired a Conſultation, which 
they ſeemed much ſurprized at, however 
they granted it; we immediately agreed to 
leſſen the — of the Head, by removing 
Part of the Brain: The Part whereon I 
was to operate was at a great Diſtanee from 
me, which ſtill increaſed my Antipathy to 
cutting Inſtruments; wherefore I thou ght 
that a Pair of Sizars might be at leaſt in- 
1 troduced through the Vagina with leſs Dan- 

| ger than a Knife; which made me reſolve 

on the Uſe of a ſtrong Pair, which I 
had with me of ſufficient Length, which 
were exerciſed | in the Moving Manner: bd 


. 1 introduced 
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T introduced my left Hand into the Vagi · 
na, and by its Direction, the Sizars (quite clo- 
ſed) with my Right, fixing their Points on my 
Finger which lay on the Child's Head; then 
opening them I let a Branch ſlip by each Side 
of the Finger, till both Points arrived at che 

Head, at about an Inch and a half Diſtance, 
which I thruſt forcibly into the Skull, till I 
was ſure the Bone was 8 and with 
all the dag of my right Hand divided 
the Space between the two Points, Lan- 
made a ſufficient opening; J then began 
ſqueeſe the Bones of the Cranium — 
which is very eaſily done when there is at 
the ſame Time a Way for the Brain to make 
its Exit; when I 2 J had leſſened the 
Bulk of the Head ſufficiently; -I thruſt two 
of my Fingers into the new-made Opening, 
and by bending, fixed them like Crochets, 
whereby the Delivery was ſoon completed, 
_ the Shoulders: made n Reſiſtance, | 


Tu ls Method, thengh * to Vir. 
Marsa ut s two-edged Knife, and Tire- 
Tete, was but the Work of Neceflity, and con- 
ſequently a poor Contrivance; which put me 
upon conſidering, whether a cutting Inſtru- 
M 5 ment 


* 
5 
8 
-C 6 
a . 1 
= 
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ment might be contrived, ſo as to be intro- 
duced into the Womb, without endangering 

either it or the Vagina; which Deſign I did 
accompliſh very much to my own Satisfacti- 
on; and hope it may prove ſo to the reſt of 
the Faculty. I have uſed it where no other 
Inſtrument that ever I ſaw, could poſſibly 
be applied with Succeſs; and in many other 
Caſes where to me it ſeemed oma all 
Doubt, that no other could have anſwered 
& well, as I ſhall endeavour to prove in 
the Sequel: both from the Nature of 2 
3 AR | ior: ies of Matt of Fact. 


'F IRST. uz 1 vonfiddred that the vagi⸗ 
L —.— almoſt Undiquaque on every Thing 
that paſſes through it, how ſmall ſoever; and 
therefore that nothing could defend it from 
the Miſchiefs of a cutting Inſtrument, but 
ſomething in the Nature of a Sheath, where» 
in this Knife muſt be hid, till it be con- 

ducted to the Part whereon it is to act; this 
Contrivance is to be ſeen at large in the ; an- 
 nexed Figures, by the following Pirections. 
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PLATE TÞ. 
Repreſenting an Inſtrument * we ſhall diſ- 


ringuith by the Name of Terebra Occulta ; be- 


ing a Piercer, to perforate the Head of an In- 
fant, in order to leſſen the Size of it, by evacu- 
ating Part of the Brain; this Piercer is concealed 


in a Sheath, for the Preſervation of the Mother, 


till conducted to the Part where it is to operate, 
| AS we are now going to demonſtrate. 


FI. I. Shews the Terebra Occutia, - with : 


the Blade concealed 1 in the Sheath, by means off A 
a i 


ü nued. 


B. The Continuation. as ſhall be mern in | 


Plate 2. 


C. D. The Capſula or Sheath, meaty 11 : 


Mother is defended from the ſharp Edges of the 


Piercer; being an Iron Canula, containing nine 


Inches in Length ; round at the End marked C. 
to contain the Spring, and for the ſame Reaſon 
larger than the End D. being above half an Inch 


Diameter; whereas it grows ſmaller and flat, as 
it approaches the End marked D. in the lame 5 


Proportion as in the Figure 
Fo. II. Shews the fame Inſtryment * 
the Piercer thruſt forward o out of the Capfult” as 
when in Action. N 

A. the Handle. 

B. C. The Caplula, 6 


D. The Blade of the Piercer which | Is to per- 


forate the Skull. 
Note that in Fic. I. the Diſtance . the 
Handle A. and the Canula C. is directly as long 


as the 8 D. in Fic. II. 
M 4 PLATE 


A. The Handle to which the Piercer | is conti- | 


. , 


Ds What is generally called a round Edge, left any 5 
| Particle of it ſhould break off, and remain in the 


” om flat and ſmall as it a 8 the — 
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PL 4 T E . 
— reſenting the Terebra Occulta with h 
apſula removed, in order to ſhew 
; - whereby the Terebra retires into 
when the Operation is performed; and alſo |. 
new the Continuation of the Blade to the Handl 
F. I. Shews the Inſtrument as above, ang EN 
, concealed i in the Capſula, _ 13 
A. The e mg : 
B. The Continuation from the Handle to uh 
Blade E. This is round and of equal Thickneſb. | 
as far as it is concerned with the Spring F. an 


C. D. The Capſula as above. 
E. The Terebra; this is about three Four 


: of an Inch long, and one Fourth and half broad | 


being thick in Subſtance, and not ſharp, having] | 


Ruge of the Vagina, which might have very 

bad Conſequences. S I 1 
K Worm-$ pring, made of ſtrong Steel : 
Wire, having one End fixed in to the Terebra | 
marked a, a =x the other into the Ca apſula mark- 
ed b. ſo that when the Handle A. 1s 1 to 
the Capſula C. the Point (a) of the Spring is 
forced out of its natural Poſture ; to which by 
its Elaſticity i it will reſtore irſelf, "god canſcquent- 
Jy the Terebra to which it is. fixed. . 
Fi. II. A. B. C. D. ſhew the . 
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By the foregoing Fi igures and their Deſ- 

cription , I hope it is evident bow much the 
Inſtrument contributes to the Mother's Safe- 
ty, and how effectually it is capable of doing | 
the Buſineſs required; if I thought es was 
any Sort of Objection to the Uſe of it, 
| ſhould moſt certainly be mentioned 3 4 
but having uſed it ſeveral Times, I found" is 
anſwer every Expectation completely; | thy 
particular Manner of operating with it, ſhall 
be ſhewed occaſionally, in giving the Hiſtories 
of ſome. Caſes Mhere 55 e of; it as 


$: 5 45 . * 2 11 * * 25 : #5 
* 1 a 


4 Ye 1 
8 FR F 
ITS, * 


je Dade 1730. . was c ondu ; 


poor Woman in Stepben-treet, . l 


oy * 
7 
; « . 
„ 
£L * 
* 
% 
: 5 * 
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been in Labour fix. Days; inquiring — 


Woman who attended her, I was informed 
that ſhe had not been there for two Days be 
fore, having left the Patient on Account of | 
her Pains ceafing, deſiring that the might be 
ſent for when they returned; which not 
happening during the Space of two Days, 
they ſent for me ; I found the external Parts 
of Generation ſo prodigiouſly ſwelled, that 
it was with Difficulty I could find a Paſſage 


+, 
my” 


for TE: Fings- into the ö. N W 
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vided of it, the Operation could never have 
been performed without deſtroying the Mo- 
ther before the 

at: With ſome Difficulty I found the Child's 
Head, though at the very Orifice of the Va- 
gina, and 
might have — it an inſeparable Part of 
the Patient; upon bringing back my Finger, 


moſt cadaverous'Smell ; which made me of 


Opinion that the Head had been thus far ad- 
vonced at leaſt four or five Days, and conſe- 
quently. made me ſuſpect what I was after- 


wards confirmed of, namely, a Mortification 
of the circumjacent Parts of the Mother. 
The Stench which filled the Room, and 
Time of her Illneſs, were ſufficient Evidences 
of her Danger; wherefore I took no Time to 


make a Prognoſtick to her Friends, but im- 


mediately went to work he ff er Relief, 
an too late. 5 NY 


e e it is evi- 
dent that there was no Poſſibility of ſearching 
_ Sutures, or 3 ſoftelt Ty of the Cra- 


nium 


From His * | 1 | 


the firſt Oportunity I had of trying my ner 
Inſtrument; and indeed had I been unpro- 


Child could have been come 


ed in ſuch a Manner, that one 


there iet eut an Ichorous Humour of a 


* 
** 
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nium wherein to make the Perforation > 
wherefore taking the Capſula at the 'Part 
marked C. Fig. I. in my K ight Hand, and 
ST thruſting it boldly in, (having nothing to 
fear) till I found it ſtop at the Child's Head; 
then with my Left Hand I puſhed the Han- 
dle marked A. with ſuch a Force as was ſufe 
| ficient to pierce through the Skull, and the 
Handle immediately re- aſſumed its Situation 
by means of the Spring; then removing the 
Inſtrument, I introduced my Finger into tha 
Perforation, and as far as it could reach, 
broke all the Subſtance of the Cerebrum, 
vrhich immediately iflued forth, ſuch way 
the Compreſſion which the Head ſtill ſuſtain- 
ed; after this the external Parts ſeemed much 
more diſpoſed to relax than before, ſo that 
by the Help of a Fomentation of Bran and 
Water boiled, which was the moſt expedi- 
; tious Remedy that could be then got, I obs 
tained a Paſſage for my Hand, ſo as to leſſen 
the Size of the Head by evacuating the Brain, 
and brought forth a Child almoſt rotten ; im- 
mediately after the Delivery, the Patient 
made four Quarts of Urine ; having had no 
Evacuation, either this. Way or ” Stool * - 
four Days before. 


Froze 


__ A Tuna vis 3: 


+» FroM the long Continuance of this Wo- 
man's Labour, her Weakneſs, and the pro- 
digious fœtid Smell of her Uterine diſcharge, 
I thought it impoſſible for her to live many 
Days; in about eight Hours after her Deli- 
very, I found her perfectly eaſy, having ſlept 
_ almoſt two Hours; but her Urine came a- 
way inſenſibly; the next Viſit, I was told 
that both Stool and Urine came away inſen- 
ſibly through the Pudendum, which confirm- 
ed me in the Opinion that all the Parts con- 
tiguous to the Child's Head were mortified ; 
in this wretched loathſome Manner did this 
2 Creature: le * the _ of fix 


. . us now e the Head remaining 
in the Womb ſeparate from the Body: This 
indeed is a moſt melancholly — 

with this Aggravation, that we have but very 
lame Aſſiſtance from our Predeceſſors for the 


Removal of it: Mr. Maurictav who is 


_ eſteemed our principal Guide in 
g Matter of Midwifry, has laid down various 
Methode for the Reader to _ out of, as 

| we ſhall now remark, EE WT. 
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Hr firſt tells us that the Difficulty of this 
O is ſuch, that two or three Surgeons 
have ſucceſſively forſaken the ſame Operation, 
not being able to perform it, and the Patient 
conſequently loſt ; this, he faith he is of O- 
pinion would not have happened, had they 
done as he then directed; which was, firſt 
to introduce the Right Hand into the Womb, 
and find out the Mouth, into which put two 
Fingers, and the Thumb under the Chin, 
by which hold to draw it * gradually. | 


Now let us conſider what the Cauſe may 
be that hinders the Extraction of the Head 
with the Body, be it Putrefaction, monſtrous 
Size, or a preternatural Form of the Bones 
compoſing the Pelvis: If it be Putre faction, 
himſelf allows that the lower Jaw is not a 
ſufficient Hold, for the Head to be extracted 
by; but in any other Caſe feems poſitive of 
its Sufficience. Let us fuppoſe then, that the 

Difficulty ariſes either from the monſtrous 
Size of the Head, or preternatural Shape of 
the Pelvis, the Argument being equal in 
both; is not the natural Connexion of the 
Head to the Trunk, by the Intervention of 
4 1 Articulations and Muſcles, with the 

; additional | 


the Womb, and the Finger and Thumb fixed 
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additional Advantage of the Shoulders making 
Way for it ; I fay with all theſe Advantages, 
is it not more likely to bring forth the Head, 
than a fingle Hold of a Finger and Thumb, 9 
on the lower Jaw ? Beſides, I will venture to 

affirm, that the Hand being introduced into 


as if they had hold of the lower Jaw, could 

not be extracted without great Difficulty, Wl 
though there were nothing for them to bring | 
away; for the Hand muſt be contracted into 
its narroweſt Compaſs, either to be thruſt 
into, or nn out of the nb, | 


| Ae IN he: adviſes, *. this 8. 
fails, to endeavour the Extraction by the 
Help of a Crochet, which he directs to be 
_ thruſt into the Eye, Ear, behind the Head, 
or into ſome of the Sutures. As to this Prac- 
tice, I cannot help giving my Opinion, that 
the Uſe of Crochets in any Caſe, is very 
blamable, but eſpecially when the Head is 
ſevered from the: Body; it is well known to 
every one converſant in the Practice of Mid- id- 
wifry, that the Application of a Crochet is 
very difficult, even when the Head is in the 
Vagina, and kept ſteady by its Connexion to 


E as in all likelihood it muſt; the Womb and 
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the Body; and when it does happen to be 
fixed, the Extraction of the Child thereby, is 
very dangerous; for we. cannot be certain of 
the Hold it has taken, and if it ſhould lip in 
the Operation, as it may in the Hands of the 
moſt able Operator, the Patient is in great 


* being rained.” 


Ir theſe Adertions be 3 hs Dan- 
ger muſt be much greater, when the Head 
remains difingaged in the Womb; In the 
firſt Place, how is it poſſible for the ſingle 
Hand in the Womb, to hold the Head, ſo as 
to make a Reſiſtance equal to the Force of a 
Crochet perforating ſome of the Bones of the 
Cranium? But ſuppoſing the Poſſibility of it, ; 
(which I own J cannot allow) what Man in 
his Senſes would venture to draw- forth the 
Head by this Inſtrument ; for ſhould it lip, 


Vagina would not only be wounded, but pro- 
bably a Piece be torn away, exactly like that 
= which happens to wearing Cloaths, that are 

tore by a Nail or Tenter- Hook; beſides, if 

we conſider the Matter, it will appear that 
the Head cannot be extracted by any Force 

: whatſoever, if it be not in ſuch a Direction, 
that 
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that the Sutures will cloſe as it advatices into 
the Vagina; which can rarely happen when 
e e to be drawn forth by a e, 


1 p 


"Our Adios alſo mentions an a Expedient | 
for extracting the ſeparated Head, by intro- 
ducing a ſoft Fillet, or Slip of Linnen, about 

four Fingers in Breadth, and three Quarters Mi 
of an Ell in Length; and by holding the two 
Ends of it in one Hand, and introducing it 
double with the other into the Womb; and 
by fixing the Head in this, as a Stone in a 
Sling, whereby to draw it. forward; indeed 
there is thus much to be ſaid of this Opera- 
tion, that there is no Danger of committing 
any Violence on the Patient; however there 
are very little Hopes of Succeſs from it; for 
this Piece of Linnen muſt be much wrinkled 
before it arrives in the Womb; and after that, 
bow impoſſible muſt it be to fix che Head in | 
it, with a ſingle Hand ſo much. confined, || 
and out of Sight? Mr. MauRiceau ac- 
| knowledges that he never put this Method in 

Practice; but that he * it a r . | 
nious Invention, Y | 


Mr. 


Mr. AMAND, a French Surgeon, made 
an Improvement on this laſt Invention of Mr, 


Ss MavuRictav's, upon which Foundation he 


has compiled a large Octavo Volume of Caſes 
in Midwifry : Inſtead of a Sling, he puts the 


9 Head into a Purſe with running-Strings; this 


Purſe, (which in Texture and Shape, is like 
the Caul of a Periwig) is to be fixed to the 
Back of the Operator's Left Hand, by means 
of Loops for that Purpoſe; in which Manner 

it is to be conveyed into the Womb, and ſo 
continued till he has taken hold of the Head 

in his ſaid Hand; and then, by means of two 

Strings, which are continued to the Purſe, at 
the Ends of the Fingers, it is to be pulled o- 
ver the Head, and the Hand removed; the 
Reader may have a clearer Idea of this Mat- 
ter by turning to his Book, where this Ma- 
. an is HEE in Copper ins 


Tux „ Biden by” putting the Head into 
this Purſe, is full as great (if not more ſo) as 
putting it into the Sling; but admit the Poſ- 
” ſibility which is much to be doubted; the 

Head is.not the nigher being extracted, ex- 
cept where the Separation is cauſed by Putre- 
faction; ; for neither of our Authors conſider, 

JJ 
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that the Cauſe of Separation is from the Dif- 
proportion of Size between the Head and the 
Paſſage through which it is to make its Exit. 
Wherefore the firſt Thing to be done, is to 
leflen the Size of the Head (without which 
the moſt ingenious Machine is trifling and 
inſignificant) after which there needs no o- 
ther Contrivance than the Operator's 8 Hand to 
bring it away. 


Mr. MAURICEAU tells us, if all FP ke 
Expedients prove unſucceſsful (which by the 
by, ſhews his Diffidence of them) that we 
muſt then make an Opening between the Su- 
| tures, in order to evacuate ſome of the Brain 
for which Purpoſe he recommends a crooked i 
ſharp-pointed Knife, of ſufficient Length to 
reach into the Uterus, which is to be directed 
by the Left Hand being in the Womb before 
it; this is a moſt dreadful Weapon to be 
thruſt naked into the Matrix; the leaſt ſud- 
den Motion of the Patient may abſolutely 
murder her; for the Point of this crooked 1 
Inſtrument is at leaſt ſeven Inches from the i 
Handle, which is the Center of its Motion 
in the Womb, and it is viſible how much the 
| | | Action 
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Action of the Point muſt be increaſed, at this 
Diſtance from we Canter. = 


T, HESE Conſiderations I pppd A 
AMBRosE PAR RE, and GUILLEMEAU pro- 
poſe a very ſhort Knife, that might be in- 
cloſed in the Operator's Hand, till introdu- 
ced into the Womb ; but without all doubt, 
they never made Uſe of this Inſtrument ; for 
In the firſt Place, it would be impoſlible to 
introduce the Hand, in a Form neceſſary to 
contain this Knife; and were it introduced, 
there muſt neceliivily be a Hand quite diſin- 
gaged, to find out the Sutures, and hold the 
Head ſteady, to reſiſt the Force of the pene- 
trating Inſtrument ; wherefore this Scheme, 

if ever eee muſt TPO unfuccelaful, 


Now let the confi Reader reflect on 
the Objections raiſed to the ſeveral Methods 


of, and Inſtruments for, the Extraction of the 
Head remaining in the Womb ſeparate from 
the Body: I am convinced he will allow, 
that the Evacuation of the Brain is firſt ne- 
ceſſary, as conducive to the Performance of 
this Operation ; and conſequently all the Me- 
thods PRO” to it, as drawing it forth by the 
0 lower 


; ow 
* 1 
* ** 
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lower Jaw, Application of Crochets, Sling 
or Purſe, are confuted; he will alſo agree 


with me in condemning long or ſhort Knives, 
as dangerous and ill contrived ; wherefore it 
now remains that we ſhould find out ſome 


Inſtrument more convenient and leſs dange- 
rous; for which Purpoſe I humbly offer the 


Terebra Occulta, already deſcribed, in which 
is obviated every Objection already raiſed to 
the above-mentioned Inſtruments ; to con- 
firm which, I ſhall take the Liberty to give 
the following Hiſtory, 


In January 1739, I was ſent for, to the 


Afliſtance of a Servant who lived in a public 
Houſe, at the Corner of Chancery-Lane in 


Golden-Lane : : She was a Woman of exceed- 
ing low Stature and much diſtorted in her 


Shape; ſhe had been in Labour for two 
Days before, yet there was no Dilatation of 


the Os Tincæ, except what a ſmall Bag of 
Water had made ; upon dilating the Orifice, 
I found a moſt ſtran gely miſhapen Pelvis ; as 
if there had been a Luxation of the Os Sa- 
crum and lower Vertebra of the Loins, 

whereby the upper Extremity of the Os Sa- 
crum was turned down to the Os Pubis, 
which 
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which likely had been the Caſe; I immedi- 
ately perceived the Impoſſibility of the Infant 
being brought forth Head foremoſt ; where- 
fore with exceeding great Difficulty, I put my 
Hand very well oiled, through this narrow 
Paſſage, and with as much Difficulty turned 
the Child fo as to bring it by the Feet; after 
two Hours exceſſive hard Toil, I brought 
the Body and Arms into the World ; but had 
it been to fave my own Life, I could not 

have brought away the Head; wherefore af- 
ter many vain Endeavours, 1 was at laſt 
obliged to ſeparate the Body from it, by turn- 
ing it round, whereby the Neck was diſlo- 
cated; I fortunately had the laſt mentioned 
Inſfrument with me; ſo immediately intro- 
duced my Left Hand into the Womb, and 
held the Head between my Thumb and Mid- 
dle- finger, fixing the Index on the Fontanell, 

by which means I held the Head ſteady, and 

at the fame Time pointed to the Place where 
the Perforation was to be made; I then took 


the Terebra Occulta in my Right Hand, by © 


that Part of the Capſula which contains the 
Spring, and thruſt it forward till it arrived at 


the Fontanell by the Direction of the Index, 


being free from any Danger therefrom on 


A TxraTISn 
the. Patient's Side, and fo puſht'in the Han- 


dle, whereby the Operation was performed * 
n by ſqueezing the Bones of the Head to- 
eee greateſt Part of the 


| Brain, and introducing two Fingers into the 


Perforation, drew the Head forward with as 
much Eaſe as the Narrowneſs of the Paſſage 
would admit of, having more Difficulty in 

brin ging - away my Hand than the empty 
Skull. Afterw de K . eee forth the Pla · 
centa, and cleanſed the Womb of the Brain, 
Se. 1 : | This Patient recovered, 
and is ſtill living and well, which in my Opi- 
nion could not have happened, were it not for 


Ge — yet I fn W 
my Cloaths; and my Let Hand wes ſo 
ſwelled, Ap} eee l df it 


Tur next Alen i ” ba that 
een under our Care, is the De · 
: m_ ber wad * is dee. to "fork 


4 
— 
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this extraordinary Inflation ee either 
before or after the Child's Death, but moſt 
commonly after. When it. happens in its 
Life-time, it is a real Aſcites, being filled 

with extravaſated Serum ; but that after 

Death is of a quite different Nature; being 
nothing more than the Air contained in the. 

Cavity in general and in the Viſcera, which. 
is rarified and expanded, by the Putrefaction 
conſequential to Death, and that much in- 
creaſed by the Warmth, „ Moiſture 206 Ac- 
Hon of ths: Womb. 


Tam Evil is not ants diſcovered 4ill as 
very Inſtant the Operation is to be perform- 
ed ; namely, when the Hands and e 


the cxtracedigary Size of che Nb binders — 
its coming any farther wherefore there me : ; 


no precautionary Directions to be given, 
more than what is neceſſary to ee the 
Mother from Danger 32 in order to wi ch we Z 
muſt wks Notice of what has been * Prac- 


n ei 3b. 
2 7 > 5 X 
& F 8 
ws : . . 
. 1 2 
N n Fg 
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Tur Inſtrument in Uſe for 8 Perfor- 


mance of this Operation, by the Authority of 


Mr. Mavxicegav, &c. is really very ſur- 


prizing ; I cannot ſee how all the Care and 


Caution of the moſt expert Artiſt, can poſſi- 


bly ſecure the Patient from Deſtruction; 

his Method is as follows: When there is 
% Dropſy either in the Head, Breaſt or 
4 Belly of an Infant in Utero, ſo as to hin- 
. der the Birth, there muſt be an 


made in the Part affected, by a crooked 


Opening 


cc 


Knife, as marked in the Figure . 


sans in r the Left Hand muſt be 
introduced to the Part where the Perfora- 
tion is to be made, and with the Right, 
the Knife, with the Point next the Left 
Hand, which is — it to * he 


4 
ec 


; 1 * Pundture,” 


Br Wenn at the ae M Mav: U- 


RICE Au's Treatiſe of Midwifry, the Rea- 
der will find that this crooked Knife is not 
X ſhaped like a common Biſtory, as one might 
Imagine from the Name crooked ; for by the 


Way of Diſtinction it ſhould be called hook- 


ed 5 mw Point uy at leaſt an Inch and half 


drm ; 


ing the Inſtruments neceſſury for Operati- | 


brought away where there is ſo much Room 5 f 
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From this, Back of the Knife where the Bend- | 
ing begins. Now let us conſider the Belly, 
the Seat of this Operation: Firſt then, the 
Paſſage is taken up by the Child's Body; 
next to that the Operator's Hand is to be : 

forced in, to direct this Knife, and then the \ 
EKEnife itſelf, with the Point towards the Ope- 

rator's Hand, which from the Shape of it, [2 

I may venture to ſay will take up two Idches | 

more; ſo we may fay, that between the 
Hand and Knife, there is the Space of three 6 2 
Inches taken up in the Paſſage, over and a- 3 3 
bove the Child's Body. Hence it is very na- - 1 
tural to imagine the Child's Belly muſt be 
very monſtrous indeed, that could not be 


to -» rx but this tc to be ey 1 an n impotible of 


n if 0 on a Credit of Mavi 8 
: ex and others, a Practitioner in Mid- 
wifry - ſhould undertake. this Operation, ac- 
cording to the above Directions, (as doubt- 
| leſs often has been the Caſe) what terrible 55 
Hlavock muſt he make not only of the mi- 
ſerable Patient, but of his own Hand alſo, _ 
YE" which the Point is to be ang = 


— 
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. if I have the Happineſs of being rightly un- 
derſtood, every Reader will certainly join in 
my Opiaion nn this Matter. 


Now as to a | ſubſtitute, the Terebra Oc- . 
culta is perhaps more . happily adapted to 
' this Occaſion, than any other; for 3 
* Operation, the Patiens is more obnoxious 
to Danger than any other, from the Body 
of the Child 3 in ſhort the whole 
Faſſage; as will eee e 
lowing Hiſtory, wherein to avoid Prolixity, 
we will alſo ſnew the manner 1 3 
Rr 15 n, : 


In Anat I _ I Z's a Woman. 
in the Brick-felds, between Ring's-End and 
Merion, whoſe Huſband died about fix „ 
Weeks before, on which Account ſhe was 

obliged to attend a Horſe, by-whoſe Labour 

ſhe had her daily Support ; carrying a large 

. two-handled Tub of Water for this Horſe to 

| drink, between her Hands, the whole Weight 
lying on her Belly, killed the Child in 2 
Womb, which ſhe diſcovered by the Contuſion | 
on her Belly, and the Fœtus ceaſing to. ſtir 

3 A 


after which the fell in Labour, „ which laſted 
two Days before I was ſent for. I found 
her in a violent Fever, and extremely deli- 
rious; there was a very ſufficient Dilatation 
of the Vagina and Os Tincæ, and yet, not- 
withſtanding two Days ſtrong Labour, 1 
could ſcarcely touch the Child's Head with 
my Finger, ſo little was it advanced; there 
were Circumſtances ſufficient to confirm ts 
* of the Child; wherefore I immedi- 


pierced the Head with the Terebra 


— brought forth part of the Brain, by 
introdueing my Hand into the Vagina, and 
by thruſting two of my Fingers into the 


Perforation, brought the Head to the exter- 


nal Orifice of the Vagina, but could not poſ- 
ſibly bring it farther. Imagining the Shoul- 


ders to be the next Obſtacle, I fixed 2 

Hook as formerly directed under each Ax- 
ülla, by which I brought it ſo far as to ex- 
tract the Hands, but farther it would not 


>; Which gave, me ſufficient Reaſon ta | 


ocekidhs that a Pneumatocele of the Belly, 
was the Cauſe of the whole Difficulty ; 


 Wherefare I introduced my left Hand into 
the Vagina as far as poſſible, with the Palm 
to the Sternum of the Child; and — 


* 
- 
- 


* * * 
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As Hand and Child, forced in the Terebra 
3 as far as the Extremity of my Fin- 
whereby I prefled the End of the 
Capfila 3 the Child's Belly, with as 
much Force as the confined State of my 
Fingers would admit, and then puſhed for- 
ward the Handle of the Terebra with my 

Right Hand, in order to make the Puncture; 
whereupon I expected the Air would have 
ruſhed forward, but was diſappointed, at which 

I was a good deal mortified; however I 


imagined that the Puncture might have been 


made above the Diaphragm ; or that the 
Piercer did not penetrate the Peritonzum ; 
wherefore I repeated the Operation, with this 
Difference, that when the Opening was 
made, I plunged in the End of the Capſula 
after the Piercer, which completed the Buſi- 
neſs; for there immediately ifſued forth 5 
Torrent of i moſt fœtid Air, and the Child 
without any Aſſiſtance en The Fu- 


nis was quite conſumed, and the Placenta 


was more like a ſoft rn. than a ſo- 
lid Body; yet this poor Woman recovered, 
and in fix Weeks walked to og to return 
me Aten 1 _ Os | 
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Mr. Mavnziceav Remarks, chat the 
Head or Thorax may alſo be dropfical, ſo 


as to impede the Extraction of the Fœtus. 


When the Malady is in the Head, the Caſe 
is ranked among thoſe where the extraordi- 


. Head hinders the Expulfi- | 


dn, without any other Diſtinction. If it be 


in the Thorax, the Operation is to be con- 


ducted in every Reſpect, as if in the Abdo- 
men; namely, the Child muſt be extracted 
as far as poſſible, before the Introduction of 
the Terebra; and then, the Puncture muſt 


be made as far beyond the external Orifice 
of the Vagina, as the Degree of Inflation 


will permit the Hand to go, for the Direc- 


: 9 of the Inſtrument, 


Tux Dropſy of the Belly may ao hin- 


der the Delivery, when it is attempted, by 


bringing the Child forth by the Feet ; which 


does not in any Reſpect alter the Manner of 


the above-deſcribed Operation. 


Ir n Am . 


Labour, ſhould through Ignorance or Wick- 


edneſs, be ſuffered to advance ſo far, and con- 
tinue 5 long in | Us Faſſage, that from its 
ſwelling. | 


OT 


# I 5 bi * ; 
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Girelling, and Parts of the Mother contracting, 1 
it cannot be put back, notwithſtanding all the 

5 Endeavours of the Operator, as deſcribed | 

in tlie ſecond: Part of this Treatiſe; then 
there is a Neceſſity for ſeparating this Mem- 
ber from the Infant im order to come at the 11 
Body to extract chat, for e icapgcoed f 

. Mother's Life. | 


1 Tazzs 1256 been various Anſtrumente 
propos d by the Authors, for the Perfor- 
mance of this Operation as Knives, arp 
Pincers, &c. but I believe they are now u- 
niverſally exploded, and that with good Rea- 
ſon; for it may be better and more eaſily 
done without any Inſtrument but the Hands; 
whereby the Mother is ſecured from Dan- 
ger, and the Child ſhould it happen to be 
alive, has a much better Chance of eſcaping. | 
However, as AmBRost PAREE authorizes 
the Amputation of this Limb, we ſhall 
make a Compariſon of the two Methods, 
_ _ Nn, 8 A Information. EY 


Tus Abi adviſeth, th ts a circu- 
lar Inciſion to the Bone, as high as poſſible 
in bend when 1 in the above Situation ; 

and 


is roughneſs ; after this the Child is to be 


turned and brought forth . * "Own: __ 155 


; the uſual Manner. 


In 4 Operation we un firſt mention 


the Danger of wounding the Mother, which 
is an Objection never to be got over; and 
Next, in all likelihood the Difficulty cannot 
be removed by this Amputation; for if it 
be made as high as is poſſible, which can- 


not be much above the external Orifice ot 


the Vagina; the Part that filled the Orifice 


of the Womb, ſtill remains, ſo that the De- 
livery is as far as ever from being complet 
ed. Beſides, ſhould the Infant happen to be 
alive, it muſt abſolutely bleed to Death be- 


fore it could ee for in this Caſe, 


there is no Poſlibility of making Ligatures 
the divided Arteries of the Arm, ſo as 


to ſtop the Hemorrhage . muſt. follow 
1 ow 2 aha a . 


„ 3 
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| 1 with a Pair of ſharp Pincers, to divide 
— the Bone above the Inciſion, that the Fleſh 


may come over the End of it, whereby to 
preſerve the Womb from being hurted by 
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- Tus other Method of ſeparating the 
io from the Body, when thus unhappily 
Z engaged in the Paſſage, is to take hold of 
it above the Elbow, and by twiſting it three 
or four Times, there will be a Separation 
very eaſily made at the . Articulation of the 
Humerus and Scapula. This Method which 
has Mavuriceav's Approbation, is free 
from all the Objections to that by Inciſion; 
for the Mother can be in no Danger; the 
Paſſage is cleared for the Operator's Hand; 
and tho' the Child be living, there will pro- 
bably be no great Effuſion of Blood; for the 
Contraction of the Fibres compoſing g the 
Coats of the Arteries, is much greater when 
divided by violent Diſtention, than when cut 
aſunder ; which Degree of Contraction cloſes 
the Mouths of the Blood-veſiels, fo as to hin- 
der the Effuſion, This is<confirmed by an 
Accident which happened in London 173 7 
to a Miller, whoſe Hand was caught in one 
of the Teeth of the Mill-wheels, where- 
by the whole Arm and Scapula were torn 
| ag the Trunk; this Man was immedi- 
ately brought to St. Thomas's Hoſpital, where 
he was cured in a very few Days; the 
Wound in the * was very ſmall, and 


ſhould endeavour to 
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| ſeems. more 


OR introduce the Terebra Occulta 1 
e Fart where the Adheſion begins, and 


with its Point, d 
only, che Sex 


* Feds 


1 u 4 5 che W 
VUuoill eaſily tear, after the- leaſt on; tl 
Seems to be much the eafier and ſafer O 


2 
3 
: 4 


* 


ExckEScENCES muſt be ret 
ame Manner as is poſſib 


by, S 


a king « Child out of the Womb, 
y Inciſion, through 


Hgglies © 85 

an Opening made 
ments, Muſcles, Ge. of the lower 
ſe; and 


the In 
Belly, large enough for that Purpo 
1555 5 to be done either while the Mother is 
Ing, or after h her Death, according to be | 
rcumſtances. This Term 
„ ed Fray hs Latin Verb. Cadb, which 
ifies to cut, and this Operation as we are 
d, gave the Name of Cxsar to that 
ace of Roman Emperors who enjoyed it, 
om the firſt 'of them being taken after this . 
"Manner out of his Mother' 8 Womb. 9 , 25 
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Author:; 28 BAvunin, Rousnr, LAs 
* E, and many others, whoſe Credit 
in other Reſpects is of no ſmall Conſequence ; 
 gnd-as this Encouragement extends ſo far, 
ds to give Aucſiations. of the. Recovery of 
| performed.; it is a neceſſary to ſhew 
ſome Reaſans for the Improbability, nay Im: 
"OY" of: 8 Ice "4p: this n | 


Ir; 1 well kntnd boch by Experience, 
pd. the Authority of all our Predeceſſors, 
that penetrating Wounds into the Belly, how 
en ſgever: are extremely dangerous as not 


wounded ; but when any of them is wound- 


oy: though i in the ſmalleſt Degree, it is recks | 
in the Number of mortal Wounds; 

thoughtthe Patient was before in a State of 
rfe& Health, I ſhall refer to Cxxsus, 


Fase AB AQUAPENDENTE, Reap, 


15EMAN, or any of them, for a Proof 

Danger- of penetrating Wounds, par- 
ticularly when any one of. the Viſcera is 
W oupded ; where the Reader will find Reds - 
| fs fuſes to eder m, 
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Auangerous in 2 bed Perſon, bow u 


tually mortal muſt the Oxſarian Operation 


bet? for inflead of a "ney Ou Pun ne 
here is a pe 
Inches in Lengtl > wes anothe 
the ſame Length. in a Bowel oily — wx 
of all the ſymptomatieal Evils attending 
Wounds of thoſe Parts; together with | the 
fo wing additional Aggravations : It is 
known from the Theory of the Womb, 
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chat the Uniformity of its Extenſion is 
" owing t the frequent Anaſtomoſes' of 
its conſtituent Blood-veſlels, which are 

| (fome of them at leaſt) very large at the 
Time of the Birth ; whence it is / evi 
dent that the Patient uſt bleed to Death 


by a Wound in the Womb, eſpeci 


_ large ane, for here fame of the large Ponds s 
veſſels cannot eſcape; ; this is undeniably 
proved, by the Hæmorrhage which W 


follows the Extraction of the PI: 
_the Opening of the Arterie 
their moſt minute Extremities;ʒ * "no it fome- 
times happens, when there is any Violence 


uſed in the Extraction of the Placenta, that 


the Patient bleeds dd Death, notwithſtand- 


„ happens at 


_ Coy * 
. 2 . f 4 
| 1 5 
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ing all poſtible Means be uſed to Hop! it. 
What then muſt be the Conſequence, when 
thete is a Wound made through the whole 
Subſtance of the Womb, large enough to 
give Paſſage, perhaps to a monſtrous Child? 
My Again, admit that this Hemorrhage — 
coCeeaſe in ſome reaſonable Time, tis ey all 
* Diſpute there muſt be a very great Diſ- 
charge; where then muſt this Blood go ? 
Into the Cavity, among the Inteſtines and 
. bother Viſcera, whence it cannot be remov- 
end Al after — which it muſt 
evidently communicate to the Inteſtines, at 
this Time having their natural Tone much 
impaired, from — great Alteration in the a 
Diſtribution of the Blood during the Time 


* 


= of Pregnancy: oreover, the Inteſtines were 
deeſigned by Natuee,” to be excluded from 
| _ external Air, which is always very per- 
nicious'to.them ; there might be many more 
| — offered, to confirm the Fa- 
tality of this Prac t what has been ſaid, 


ſeems fully ſufficient to cv convince n . e 
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As it cannot 4% On 
tion muſt neceſſarily defi 
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aſt ariſe, whether there be 
enerally any C. & in Midwifry, where the : 
Performance of it is warrantable, while tw - - 3 
Mother is ye living. Indeed I think this 
_ admits of no Doubt in a Chriſtian Society; 3 
but to diſcuſs this Matter particularly, is tge 
Bu ſineſs of A Divine , to whom 1 
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if the * be not reſcued by the Cz 
1 ; namely, when the Pi 


Child. And even in this Caſe, I 
know that we have Authori 
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Ton ke this Treaiſe 47 8 more general Us, 
(eſpecially to Women who live in the 
_ . Country: remote from the Aſſiſtance of 
8 Mkilful 8 5 EpiToRs have here 


Mbortion. Miſcarriage 
Women. Bringin fk ths 
Feetus before the due Time.” 

Abraſſon. Wearing away. 

Adbefron. Sticking or  cleav- 
ing Wi: | 
Adult. Grown up. 
Amoi. The innermoſt of 

' 85 two Membranes which 
contain the Feetus, and Wa- 
ter in which it ſwims. 
Amputation, The cutting 
| ow a Part [Member] of the 


ET * Remedies that af- 
ſuage, or take away Pain. 

- ,- Anus. The * of 

Inteſtinum Rectum, common - 
1y called the Fundament. 

, 4 ophiſes. Protuberances : at 

the 


e Part of them. 
ticulation. The 
4 1 


be 
mill 


2 3 


4 


© | harder than a 


ds of Bones, cloſely ad- 
Hering er eee 


N 


Callas, Tlat Diſpoſition 
of a Wound or Ulcer where- 
1 the e e become ſwelled 


Cortes. A {mooth ſolid 
Body ſofter n a Bone, but 
ent, com- 

riſtle. 
JI ormis, The 


tremity of the 
 Catamenia. Monthly Dit- 

charges in Women, 
Cerebellum. That Part 


1 called . 


Tip e 


Breaſt. bone. 


ts Brain which lies on the 


back part under the hind- 
part of the Cerebrum. _ 
eee Wee Part — 
Brain es in 
fore Part of the Skull. 
Chorion. The outer Mem- 
brane that involves the Fœtus 
to which the Placenta ad- 
heres. - 
Cicatrix or Cicatrice. A 
Scar or +74 left upon heal- 
ing a Wound or Ulcer. 
 Circumpacent. Lying about, 
eee, | 


hy Exvranarh of, Ge,. 
1 in * 8 


|  Greamvelation. 3 
: - bat” 


Coagalum. A Fluid that bas 
20000 ſuch an Alteration as 


Milk does, when mixed with 


Runnet. 


Tecyx. The Extremity of the 


Os Sacrum, confiftin of three 
or four Bones 


ly di- 
miniſhing till it "ends b a | 


ſmall Cartil 
Collapſe, J En together. 
Gt minus. The Entrance | 
62 „ Vagina to che 


Cintiguou ut, Touching or 
che not perfeAty | 


Joining 
united. 
Continuous, Perfectly united. 
Ontractiin. Drawing toge · 
thier” or thinkin) 5 - 
, Cornua #tert. poſing the 
Womb trian 
trance one of the An 
the Cornua are the ſmall Ori- 
| fices; one in each of the other 
An es thro' which the Orum 
es into the Womb. 
Coronal Suture. The firſt 
; Suture of the Skull, 'reach- 
ing from one Temple to the |. 
other. 


Cranium. The Skull. 
3 Gene Medi. 


eines. 
Diapbraęgm. The Midriff, 
or Diviſion | tween the Breaſt 
and Belly, 
oF D Tearing or 
rending away. 


Dilatation, duke 


9 an 5 is that 


read the En- 
Angles, then 


| | tom of the Womb. 
Funis Unbilicabs. "The 


95 


* * * "| F 4 
\ . & 2 5488 * 72 
3 . 10 5 
15 : . . „ 
1 £ s 27 N 1 * EE. 2 N 
£ | „ rr ; 10 
\ > : —_ & 3s * a” ” * * 
3 3 ; * - * 
2 > * Y 
> — * By 1 


they endeavour | to 
has | themſelves to the Poſfu 


whence. they were difpk 
Eliptic 2 - On 1 


5 Bis. 18 firſt Rudi- . 
ments of the Child n the 
Womb. before preg orma- 


tion. l i 
Emtiiagh ues. M ein thi "4 
| promote e Menſes. | _ 


Emillient. TOP. , fedi- 
cines. . i 5 
Epipbiſer. Ne Bone 
ows to another without 
n „ 2 (f 


Excr eſcence. A geh Tu- 
nour, or ſuperfluous | 


growing on _y Part of the 


. 2 xtraneons, Any 
foreign to the Part. 


Eætravaſated. 


gets out we ſeſlels. 


Fontanel. The Opening * 


the Child's Head, 


Forceps. A Kind of Pincers 


uſed in Surgery to extract or 
draw Thin - ” the Body. 


Fundus Uteri. The Bot- 


N avel CO 


Blood or any other Matter 


Fallopian Tubes, p | . | 
from each Ovary to the Cor- 
nua Uteri, thra1 N which — 
Ovum paſſes . 

Faces. The . 

Fluor Abus, The Whites. 

arid Stinkin 

 Fatus. The Child i in the 
. 80 


| 9 
| 45 ; 
* » 

* 


" K 

2 

. 2 
* 


tg is 


wn any Part of the 470 


| The bieter, 
Ie. To blow u 

I tion. From in 
Tnoſeulation. Where - one 


"Ivey ines. The 0 . * 
nun Resum. E 
2 th ffs wh whoſe Extre- 


7 22 The 1 which 
"apy e Head of vor 
gh Bone, „„ 
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| 12 — y Evacuations + Wa- 


1 ; 5 
* " 
ents ich ww 
4 25 is gebe or t tied. to 
» Liganent. A white ſolid 5 
Body (ſofter than a Cartilage 
d 1 than a Membrane) 
which the Bones are faſten- 
ether. _ 
83 Any Thing tied 


Lochia. 1 The 
4 Lochial Diſchars 1 parti- 
ee Diſcharge or vacuation 


attending Women in * 


Lubricate. To im6oth, or 

| rather to make ſlippery. 
Luxation. A flipping of any 

Thing out of its Place, the 


| disjointing of the Bones. 


Lymph. A thin tranſparent 


| Fluid 8 Veſſels 
i called T7 Wo”... 


Mavis. The. Womb. 


Men ſes, 


Menſfirua Diſcharg . The | 


Micous. Feen Mucus. 
Meuſculus Membranoſus. One 
of the — 3 the 1 


N 15 


e Sleep. 


is 


a 


” Labia We The „ LI 


at the Entrance of the Vagina. # 
2 e wh 


 Lambaoidal. We, of 
 Butures * called. 


Th 


* 


#3 


Nutrition. Henan. 15 
Opate,, 


Obſcure or dark, 
ich will got ket noe 
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Os Frontis.. A Bone of the | 
Skull commonly called the 
| Forehead, which joins the 
Bones of the Sinciput and 
3 by, the corn Su- 
ee 
Os . 885 gel 
O, Occipitis. The Bone of 
the hind Part of the Head. 
O, Pubis. The ſhare Powe: 
at the lower Part of the Bel- | 
5 which forms the Fans datt 
of the Pelvis. 
Os Sacrum. 


3 5 \ 


The Jo wer 
Part of the Back Bone which 


| | forms the back Fare of che 


„ © 0 
)J The Hip Bones 
which form the Sides of the 
15 Febis, 1 
„ 5 OT , enporit. The Bone of 


the Temple. 

| Os Tias, A 'Potuberance 
at 1 Mouth of the Womb. 
Ovariun. The Ovary or 
| Re fitory of Eggs which | 

| paſs from thence through the 

| Fallopian * 
Womb, of which the Fa 
5 i5 formed. | 


Ov.. The Fog. 


e . oft 
fibrous, 
85 Parittal. Bones. comp. 
55 the Sides of the Head. 
Paroxiſm. The Hei th or 
"7 Fit of any Diſtemper t : re · 
dem at certain Limes. 
Parturition. Bringing forth. 
Pellucid. Tranſparent. 


| Body, rather vaſcular den 
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tinum 


5 


Tubes into the 


es xg | 
7 


N 25 


po Pre: © he Ablokea WT 
formed/ by the Os Pubis on 
the fore Part, of the Os .. 
cram on the back Part, ant 
the Oſſa Ilia on the Sides 
Tt contains the Womb, Va. 
gina, the Bladder and Intef. „„ 
Rectum. . 
Ferſeratian. An Ne 5 15 1 
or Hole | 
Placenta. The Afeerbirth, ** 
. Pneumatotele, ' A windy 
Swelling or Tumor. 
Pregnant. Being with cha. 
Procreation. Generation r 
* the 8 * „ jy. 
rolapfus uteri. he falling „„ 
down of 5 Womb. . 1 
Prominent. Jutting out, or 
ſtanding forward, 
Pratuberance. A bunching - 
or ſtanding out. | „„ 
Pudendum. The eng; 1 
of the OD. -; . . . 


"IP; 


* ne 8 7 3 
* 


Ness 


Sapittal Sa. 9 0 of the. 
Sutures of the Skull. N 
SCanleus. A thick bloody * 


or Matter. . 5 3 

Scapule. The Shoulder. | „ oa RR 
blades. . 8 7 3 
Scirrbus. A Hardneſs, a” 

Tnd aration of the Glands in 

any: Part. 


Fal, A Gig in th 


*S 
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* of Scirrhus.. „ 
es "Sera, T7 we 


| 5 


a F 


P 


4 


e The Part of 
Bk watry 
| Spinder: Muſcles that draw 
bp and ſhut the Parts, are cal- 
led Spincters, as the Spincter 
Veſicæ of the Bladder, and 
| Spindter Ani that cloſes the 
Fundament. 

Spine. The Back bone: 
Sternum. The Breaſt- bone. 
Ftimulate Ts the Action of 


* ſome kind of Bodies on tender 


Parts, which cauſes a Senſati 
_ much. Lo * | 
8 itching ; ending frequent]! 
in Pain = Inflamation 3 
FCuſpenſorium. A holder up, 
or Supporter. 
Suature. The particular Ar- 
n by which the Bones 
Wo the Skull 1 8 Jones: + 
7. ef. A continual - In- 
clination to go to Stool? 
Terebra Occulta. A dees 


Piercer. © : : 


Thorax. The Breaſt: *_ 
Turgi. . paſſes up. 


Vagina. The Sheath or 


| 


| 


| fide of the Arm, 


1 ExP4kATLen of, Gr. 


| 


Palate from the Pudenduni | 


gs 


to the Womb, ſometimes 5 
led the Neck af the Womb, 
the Entrance of it called the 
external Griſick of the Womb, 
and the Entrance to the Womb 
the 3 ingernal. | 
s, Little thin Mem- 
3 in the Veſſelg, as it 


were like folding n to 


prevent a Reflux of any Fluid 
by the ſame Canal. 
Vaſeular. A Part whoſe 
Texture is intirely made up 
of Veſſels, for ſeparating ſome 
"_— from the Blood. | 
entricle. Signifies any 
ſmall Cavity. _ ich . 
Vertebræ. The Bones which 
compoſe the Back-bone. | 
Vertical. Exe. 
Vi ifeera: The Bowels. 


U. 
1 A Bone on the in- 
reaching 


From the Elbow to the Wriſt, | 
_ Uterus. The Womb. 
Uterine. From Uterus, as 


| Medicines which promote the 


natural - Diſcharge of the 


Womb, are called Uterine. 


* 


